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AS THE DOLLAR 
DIES, THE 
FUTURE IS PAVED 
WITH GOLD 


Welcome to this 
week’s Trends 
Journal: "AS THE DOLLAR DIES, THE 
FUTURE IS PAVED WITH GOLD" 


The Labor Department’s report out today 
of a weakening job market further 
cemented our forecast that the U.S. 
Federal Reserve is done raising interest 
rates in its fight against inflation. And, as 
interest rates go lower, we will witness the 
death of the U.S. dollar. The equation is 
simple: the lower interest rates fall, the 
deeper the dollar will fall, and the deeper 
the dollar falls, the higher gold prices will 
rise. 


The Trends Journal has reported that 
gold should be trading much higher than 
its current levels because of critical 
socioeconomic and geopolitical risk 
factors. As obstacles such as high 
Treasury yields and the enduring strength 
of the U.S. dollar dwindle with impending 
interest rate cuts, the path for gold to 
ascend becomes clearer than ever. 


The World Gold Council reinforced our 
forecast and noted that the central banks 
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in emerging markets purchased 521 tons 
of gold a year on average between 2010 
and 2021. Last year they bought 1,212 tons 
of the metal and in the first three quarters 
of this year they bought 800 tons. 


As the U.S. debt approaches 
unprecedented levels, the quest for 
alternatives to the dollar-based system 
intensifies. Bitcoin's surging popularity 
amidst this backdrop further underlines 
the evolving financial paradigm. 


This week’s Trends Journal explains the 
risk of a wider conflict in Gaza and 
Ukraine’s losing war effort against Russia. 
The U.S. continues to find itself on the 
wrong side of history in both conflicts. 


Please do all you can to make a generous 
tax-deductible donation to support 
Occupy Peace and/or The Universal 
Church of Freedom, Peace & Justice. 


If you don't make a donation, please do 
anything you can in any way you can to 
promote peace or else World War III will 
escalate and nuclear annihilation will be 
on the near horizon. 


Sincerely, 


Gerald Celente and the Trends Journal 
Team 
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TRENDS ON THE ECONOMIC AND MARKET 
FRONT 


ECONOMIC UPDATE - MARKET OVERVIEW 


It’s all in the numbers and the numbers are negative for both corporate profits and the 
servants of the Bigs... the plantation workers of Slavelandia. 


Don’t buy the Wall Street White Shoe Boy hype sold to the public by the Presstitutes, 
the media whores who get paid to put out by their corporate pimps and their 
government whore masters. 


Today, the U.S. Labor Department reported that there were 8.73 million job openings 
in October... the lowest level since the depth of the COVID War back in March 2021. 


Thus, the guess on The Street is that when the Fed meets next week, it will freeze 
interest rates and start lowering them in March 2024... a trend that we had long 
forecast. 


Today, the U.S. Labor Department reported that there were 8.73 million job openings 
in October... the lowest level since the depth of the COVID War back in March 2021 


Thus, the guess on The Street is when the Feds meet next week they will hold interest 
rates where they are and begin lowering them around March of next year... a trend that 
we had long forecast. 

Worst is Yet to Come 

Since the beginning of the COVID-19 War, started in January 2020, we said 
lockdowns, mask mandates, and isolation would destroy billions of lives and 
livelihoods around the world. We were correct. 

We also said equity markets and economies would crash. 

We were wrong. 

Why? 

Because we underestimated the criminality of the government system. 

Think about it. 

Lacking a scintilla of scientific evidence, politicians locked down entire economies, 
forced people to stay at home, colleges closed down, people weren’t even allowed to 
go to the beach, and kids could not play in the parks. The list of draconian lockdown 
mandates expanded to virtually every aspect of life, yet equity markets boomed and 


consumer spending skyrocketed. 


Yes, government criminality artificially boosted equities and economies as the same 
gang that invented the lockdowns also invented artificial COVID stimulus by lowering 


interest rates to zero and/or keeping rates in negative territory... while at the same time 
flooding economies with countless trillions free-COVID stimulus cash. 


Again, equity market and economic spikes were a total fraud that bellied reality and 
now, barely reported, is that the International Monetary Fund (i.e. International Mafia 
Federation) said that, as a result of the COVID War lockdowns, economic output will 
decline by $14 trillion through 2024. 


On another side of reality, China, the world’s second-largest economy, which 
launched the COVID War in January 2020 on its Lunar New Year, “The Year of the 
Rat,” and imposed three years of zero-COVID policy that destroyed the lives and 
livelihoods of hundreds of millions... is also paying a heavy economic price. Today, as 
a result of slowing economic growth and the property sector crisis—which we have 
been reporting in detail—Moody’s Investors Service downgraded China’s sovereign 
credit rating to negative. 


Feeling the downward pressure, China’s blue-chip index CSI 300 has fallen to its 
lowest level since February 2019. 


And, the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development predicts that, as a 
result—as also evidenced by its manufacturing activity contracting for the second 
month—China’s “structural stresses,” is a downside risk to global growth. 


And the downside is showing up around the world. Europe’s largest economy and the 
fourth-largest in the world, Germany is feeling the economic pain. 


Yesterday, Germany’s Ifo Institute in Munich survey found that German companies 
“significantly reduced their investment plans,” falling from 14.7 in their March survey to 
just 2.2 in their recent November poll and just 1.2 for 2024. 


Lara Zarges at Ifo Center for Macroeconomics and Surveys, said “The investment 
climate has deteriorated noticeably, and “is the result of increased financing costs, 
weak demand and economic policy uncertainty.” 


Illustrating the depth of the global economic decline, investing in the manufacturing 
sector had the biggest cuts with the investment index plunging from 21.4 in March to 
6.8 in the current Ifo survey. 


Facing the reality that consumers will be buying less products, the retail sector has 
reported big cuts in future investments which have turned negative for this year and 
next, the Ifo reported. 


Back in the States 


Yesterday, the U.S. Commerce Department reported that factory orders declined more 
than expected, falling 3.6 percent in October with durable goods orders for 
transportation equipment plunging 14.7 percent and durable goods orders falling 5.4 
percent. 


While the manufacturing sector in the U.S. accounts for some 11 percent of the U.S. 
Gross Domestic Product, it is essential to note that consumer spending makes up 
nearly 70 percent of the nation’s GDP. Thus, the lower manufacturing rates in China, 
the U.S. and Germany illustrate that with less products being produced consumers 
will be buying less which will in turn put negative pressure on GDP growth in major 
economies. 


TREND FORECAST: The bottom line is the reality that the happy days of cheap 
stimulus money to artificially prop up economies to fight the COVID War is long over 
and economic decline is on the near horizon. However, the Federal Reserve and other 
central banks will do all they can to artificially prop up sagging economies and equity 
markets. 


Thus, we maintain our forecast that the U.S. Fed will lower interest rates early next year 
to prop up the equity markets. 


And, as we had long forecast, the lower interest rates fall the higher gold and bitcoin 


prices will rise. And now it is just making the news. Several months to late, but making 
it seem as though they called it, this is the front page of the Financial Times: 
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Bets on cuts boost bitcoin 


Bitcoin hit its highest level in 20 months yesterday while gold reached a record 
peak, as investors bet that interest rates were likely to start falling early next year. 


What they are not forecasting, but we are, is, as this week’s Trends Journal cover 
illustrates, “THE DEATH OF THE DOLLAR, THE FUTURE IS PAVED WITH GOLD.” 
Simply, the lower the Fed lowers interest rates, the deeper the dollar will fall. And the 
deeper the dollar falls, the higher gold and bitcoin prices would rise. Also, if Bitcoin 
was not in the game, gold prices would be at least 30 to 40 percent higher. 


LAST WEEK: A SUNNY OUTLOOK BOOSTS MARKET RALLY 


Investors bought everything from stocks to gold to Bitcoin as confidence spread that 
the U.S. Federal Reserve is done raising interest rates, inflation has largely been 
tamed, and the economy is gliding to a recession-free “soft landing.” 


The Dow Jones Industrial Average rose 2.46 percent last week, the NASDAQ edged 
up .46 percent, and the Standard & Poor’s 500 index added .87 percent. 


It was the Dow’s fifth positive week in a row, the longest such run since late 2021, The 
Wall Street Journal noted. The S&P closed at its highest since March 2022. 


All three indexes gained on 1 December as Fed chair Jerome Powell said in a speech 
that interest rates are “well into restrictive territory,” a comment investors took as a 
hint that Powell thinks the central bank will not raise interest rates further. 


Markets “seem to be positioning for a year-end rally,” options chief Danny Kirsch at 
Piper Sandler told the WSJ. 


Also last week, the U.S. economy was reported to grow more than expected in the 
third quarter. However, November’s output continued to contract, which could 
indicate future weakness for the GDP. 


Interest rate futures traders are betting the Fed will cut rates by May; some think as 
early as March. 


In response, the yield on the benchmark 10-year treasury note sank to 4.225 percent, 
its lowest mark since early September when the bond market began to crumble. Bond 
yields and prices move in opposite directions. 


Gold’s continuous contract finished the week up 3.7 percent to $2,091.40 at 5 p.m. 
U.S. EST on 1 December. Bullion climbed to an all-time record of $2,152.30 in Asian 
markets on 4 December. 


Brent crude for January delivery ended the week down 0.1 percent to $79.18 after 
spiking briefly above $84 on 30 November. The market rallied on news that OPEC+ 
would allow members to decide individually whether to cut output. Prices settled back 
down as traders became skeptical that the cartel could maintain its prices in the face 
of a slowing world economy. (See “OPEC+ Allows Members to Make Voluntary 
Production Cuts” in this issue.) 


West Texas Intermediate, which sets U.S. oil prices, traded down 1.1 percent at 
$74.07. 


Bitcoin climbed 4.1 percent to $38,821.80 at 5 p.m. U.S. EST on 1 December as part 
of investors’ return to riskier assets, which we report in “Investors Dive Back Into 
Riskier Assets” in this issue. 


Abroad, stocks were mixed. 


The London FTSE 100 edged up 0.55 percent. Europe’s Stoxx 600 bounded up 1.43 
percent. 


The Nikkei 225 in Japan gave up 0.83 percent, while South Korea’s KOSPI took on 
another 0.13 percent. 


In Hong Kong, the Hang Seng index dove 4.79 percent as foreign investors sold out of 
Chinese stocks for a fourth consecutive month, dumping a net $252 million in shares. 
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Overseas investors typically enter Chinese markets through Hong Kong 
intermediaries. 


The mainland’s CSI Composite lost 1.1 percent and the SSE Composite 0.22 percent. 
YESTERDAY: DOW DOWN, GOLD STRONG, DOLLAR ABOUT TO DIE 


The Dow Jones Industrial Average closed at 36,204.44, down 0.11 percent, and the 
benchmark S&P 500 shed 24.58 points, or 0.54 percent, to close at 4,569.78. The 
tech-heavy Nasdaq was down 119.54, or 0.84 percent, to 14,185.49. 


All eyes continue to be on the U.S. Federal Reserve and when it might begin to cut 
rates again. Investors see a near 100 percent chance that Fed will keep interest rates 
in place at its final meeting of the year later this month. It is after this month that things 
get tricky. 


Economists see a rate cut coming in March. One economist told Axios that he sees 
January as a “drop-dead date.” 


“The longer the Fed waits, the more likely that we start seeing soft employment 
numbers and rising unemployment. It will be harder to arrest any recessionary 
dynamics at that point,” the economist said. 


Elsewhere, London’s FTSE was down 16.39, or 0.22 percent, to close at 7,512.96 and 
the STOXX600 was down 0.42, or 0.09 percent, to 465.78. In Asia, Japan’s Nikkei was 
down 200.24, or 0.60 percent, to 33,231.27 and South Korea’s Kospi was unchanged. 
Hong Kong’s Hang Seng was down 184.25, or 1.09 percent, to 16,646.05. China’s 
Shanghai Composite was down 8.72, or 0.29 percent, to close at 3,022.91. The 
Shenzhen Component was down 0.62 percent. 


TRENDPOST: Gerald Celente said the rubber is going to meet the road when 
commercial real estate landlords are going to have to start paying back their trillions in 
mortgages, and they’re not going to be able to do it because the COVID War ignited 
the work-at-home trend across the globe. 


In the U.S. for example, according to Kastle Systems, the office occupancy rate of the 
10 largest U.S. cities is only 49 percent. 


“The Silicon Valley Bank was a tiny bust, First Republic was a tiny bust compared to 
what’s going to happen,” Celente said on his InfoWars show. 


Yet, the coming banking crisis is totally ignored by the mainstream media who barely 
report on one of our Top Trends, Office Building Bust. 


OIL: West Texas Intermediate, the New York-traded benchmark U.S. crude, saw its oil 
for January delivery fall $1.03 to $73.04 per barrel and Brent crude for February 
delivery fell 85 cents to $78.03 per barrel, the Associated Press reported. 


There are questions if OPEC+ countries have the appetite to cut production. 


Reuters also reported that surveys released on Friday showed global manufacturing 
activity “remained weak in November on soft demand, with eurozone factory activity 
contracting, while there were mixed signs on the strength of China's economy.” 


GOLD: Gold for February delivery fell $47.50 to $2,042.20 per ounce after hitting an 
intraday record of $2,152.30. Spot gold also touched over $2,100 on Sunday evening 
in New York, Reuters noted. 


The precious metal benefited from the yield on the 10-year US Treasury bill hitting 4.3 
percent on Monday after reaching 5 percent in October—a 16-year high. High yields 
draw investors away from gold, which is a non-yielding asset. The U.S. dollar was also 
down 3 percent last month. 


TREND FORECAST: Our cover this week illustrates, “AS THE DOLLAR DIES, THE 
FUTURE WILL BE PAVED WITH GOLD.” 


The word on The Street is that the U.S. Federal Reserve will begin to lower interest 
rates by May, but we see rates going down closer to the beginning of the year to help 
keep the Bankster Bandits like Fed Head Jerome Powell and Treasury Secretary Janet 
Yellen in place and to protect the Biden administration in time for the next election. 
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The lower interest rates go, the deeper the U.S. dollar falls. As rates go down, gold 
becomes a cheaper buy on the foreign market and its price will skyrocket. 


“When the dollar goes down, you’re going to see more currencies become backed by 
gold,” Gerald Celente said. 


Indeed, CNN, citing the World Gold Council, reported on Monday that central banks in 
emerging markets bought 521 tons of gold a year on average between 2010 and 2021. 
“But last year, they bought over 1,212 tons of the metal and, in the first three quarters 
of this year, 800.” 


BITCOIN: The world’s most popular cryptocurrency was trading up $2,247.62, or 5.68 
percent, to $41,848,62 as of midday yesterday as bitcoin is up about 19 percent on 
the month, and 10.5 percent in the past five days. 


The Associated Press noted that when 2023 began, one bitcoin sold for less than 
$17,000 after losing more than 75 percent of its value from its highs during the 
COVID-19 outbreak and everyone was getting stimulus checks. 


TREND FORECAST: While we are bullish long term for bitcoin, there will be a major 
immediate jump in value if approved by the Securities and Exchange Commission, but 
forecast a temporary decline if the SEC rejects the bids. 


TODAY: DOW DOWN AS INVESTORS CONSIDER JOBS DATA 


The Dow Jones Industrial Average fell 79.88, or 0.22 percent, to 36,124.56 today and 
the benchmark S&P 500 was down 2.60, or 0.06 percent, to 4,567.18. The tech-heavy 
Nasdag was up 44.42, or 0.31 percent, to 14,229.91. 


The big news on The Street today was the Labor Department’s report that job 
openings fell more than expected. Traders believe the Federal Reserve is done with its 
rate hikes to fight inflation, and will be keeping rates the same, or cutting, from here on 
out. 
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The closely watched CME's FedWatch tool said traders have priced in at least 125 
basis points worth of rate cuts from the central bank next year, and a good chance of 
50 basis points by June, according to Reuters. 


Elsewhere, London’s FTSE was down 23.12, or 0.31 percent, to 7,489.84 and the 
benchmark STOXX600 was up 1.84, or 0.40 percent, to 467.62. Asia was in the red. 
Japan’s Nikkei was down 455.45, or 1.37 percent, to 32,775.82 and South Korea’s 
Kospi was down 20.67, or 0.82 percent, to 2,494.28. Hong Kong’s Hang Seng was 
down 318.19, or 1.91 percent, to 16,327.86. China’s Shanghai Composite was down 
50.62, or 1.67 percent to 2,972.30 and the Shenzhen Component was down 190.08, 
1.97 percent, to 9,470.36. 


TRENDPOST: China, the world’s second-largest economy is in a funk, and when 
China has a cold, the global economy gets COVID. Moody’s lowered its outlook for 
Beijing’s credit rating due to the country’s debt. 


The International Monetary Fund estimates that China’s total outstanding 
off-balance-sheet government debt is about $7 trillion to $11 trillion, according to The 
Wall Street Journal. Adding new challenges, the country's economic growth has 
Stalled. 


OIL: Brent futures fell 49 cents, or 0.63 percent, to $77.54 a barrel, and U.S. West 
Texas Intermediate crude fell 42 cents, or 0.58 percent, to $72.62. 


The U.S. dollar gained today against a basket of other currencies as the Labor 
Department reported a cooling job market, which lends weight to the argument that 
the Fed is done raising interest rates. The increase in the dollar index was likely due to 
a selloff in recent weeks. 


TREND FORECAST: Oil is a wild card. Should the Israel War escalate, Brent Crude 
will spike to well over $100 per barrel. And we maintain our forecast that if Brent hits 
$130 per barrel, it will crash equity markets and economies across the globe. 


Indeed, the weak Chinese economic data is a glaring signal that the worst of the 
economic downturn has begun and an escalating WWIII will make a very bad situation 
much worse... thus, economies will not be able to cope with high energy costs. 


GOLD: Spot gold was down 0.6 percent to $2,017.69 per ounce by 1:07 p.m. ET. 
U.S. gold futures fell 0.3 percent to $2,035.80, according to Reuters. 


J.P. Morgan forecasts a “series of Fed rate cuts between the second half of 2024 and 
the first half of 2025 will lift prices to $2,300,” The Wall Street Journal reported. Bullion 
has jumped almost 16 percent since early October. 


TREND FORECAST: The Trends Journal has reported on how the BRICS alliance 
wants to create a gold-backed currency to compete with the fiat U.S. dollar with a 
commodity-based currency. These countries have been stockpiling billions in gold 
reserves, adding weight to the idea that a BRICS currency would be backed by the 
precious metal. 


For more of where gold is going and why, please read this week’s ECONOMIC 
UPDATE. 


BITCOIN: The world’s most popular crypto was selling up $1,721.70, or 4.10 percent, 
to $43,717.20, which is its highest value since April 2022. In the past five days, bitcoin 
saw its price increase by over 15 percent. 


Investors see a weakening dollar, the possibility of soot ETF approval, and lower 
treasury yields as key drivers of the price surge. 


More than $109 million in Bitcoin short positions have been liquidated in the past 24 
hours, Coinglass, the crypto derivative data analysis platform, reported. 


TREND FORECAST: Brian Armstrong, the CEO of CoinBase, commented on 
hedge-fund billionaire Ray Dalio’s recent comments on the state of U.S. debt, which is 
approaching $33.74 trillion. Dalio said the U.S. is “at a point in which we are borrowing 
money to pay debt service.” 
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Armstrong repeated Gerald Celente’s forecast that U.S. dollar dominance is dying. 


Armstrong said the U.S. dominance is facing a “crypto-yuan hostile takeover” from 
China, according to Forbes. 


“The natural trend of whichever country has the reserve currency is to inflate the 


money supply and increase deficit spending until it loses that advantage,” Armstrong 
said. “The U.S. is somewhere on this journey.” 


We maintain our forecast that there is still a strong upside to bitcoin and the lower U.S. 


interest rates fall and the deeper the U.S. dollar dives, as with gold, bitcoin prices will 
go higher. 
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RATE HIKES ARE OVER 


In a 1 December speech at Spelman 
College, U.S. Federal Reserve chair 
Jerome Powell said interest rates are “well 
into restrictive territory” and doing their job 
of slowing the economy to tamp down 
inflation. 


Markets spiked, interpreting Powell’s 
comment to mean that the Fed’s rate hikes have ended. 


In a caveat, Powell added that “it would be premature to conclude with confidence 
that we have achieved a sufficiently restrictive stance,” leaving open the possibility of 
hiking rates again if inflation reignites. 


Although a growing number of market watchers expect the Fed to cut rates in the 
spring, Powell warned it is imprudent “to speculate on when [interest rates] might 
ease.” 


Bond yields slid further on 1 December as markets grew more confident that the Fed 
is done raising rates and will cut them in the first half of next year. Yields fall as bond 
prices rise with demand. 


Monetary policy is its most restrictive in a quarter century and needs to remain there 
“for quite some time,” John Williams, president of the Federal Reserve Bank of New 
York, told a 30 November financial conference. 


Before Fed officials are ready to cut rates, “they want to see more evidence that 


monthly inflation readings remain subdued or that the economy and hiring are slowing 
more than they anticipate,” the WSJ said. 
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At its mid-December meeting, the Fed’s rate-setting Open Market Committee is 
unlikely to raise rates but probably will keep open the possibility of more rate 
increases, analysts told the WSu. 


The Personal Consumption Expenditures Index—the Fed’s preferred inflation 
gauge—dropped to 3 percent in October, down from 3.4 percent in September, 
according to the U.S. Commerce Department. 


TREND FORECAST: We maintain our forecast that the Fed will lower interest rates 
early next year in the run up to the Presidential election to keep the powers in place 
that are running the White House and the economy. For all those who are not deaf, 
dumb and blind, with the former Fed Head Janet Yellen now playing the role of the 
U.S. Treasury Secretary, the Federal Reserve is running the nation’s economy: 


e “DOLLAR CLIMBS AS INVESTORS SEE HIGHER RATES AHEAD” (26 Sep 2023) 
e “INVESTORS BETTING THAT FED WILL NOT RAISE INTEREST RATES” (17 Oct 


2023) 
e “HIGH INTEREST RATES THREATEN TO SPARK RECESSION” (31 Oct 2023) 
e “EUROPE’S INTEREST RATES WILL STAY HIGH, CENTRAL BANKS SAY” (14 
Nov 2023) 


We have also long forecast that the European Central Bank will play to the tune of the 


U.S. Fed and will hold interest rates at their next meeting and then begin lowering 
them. 
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INVESTORS DIVE BACK INTO RISKIER ASSETS 


Believing that inflation has been tamed and 
interest rates will not rise further, investors 
are piling back into global stocks, which 
had been seen as risky as long as the 

i j dollar was strong and U.S. interest rates 


continued to rise. 


The MSCI index of global stocks is 
estimated to have grown by 9 points in November, its best showing since November 
2020 when news of an effective COVID vaccine electrified equity markets. 


The rally was buoyed on 30 November when inflation in the Eurozone was reported to 
have fallen to 2.4 percent in November from 3.2 percent in October, bringing it within 
close reach of the European Central Bank’s 2-percent target. 


That strengthened investors’ confidence that the central bank will leave interest rates 
untouched at its next meeting. 


Also, oil prices have not risen despite the Mideast war; and the cost of food and 
services moderated, the European Union’s statistics agency reported. Food prices 
have been especially sticky in recent months. 


Speculators in interest rate futures have priced in a rate cut by the U.S. Federal 
Reserve by May at the latest and by the European Central Bank in April. 


In addition to global stocks, investors have rediscovered corporate bonds, which had 
crashed through September and October. Funds focusing on corporate bonds netted 
$17 billion in cash inflows in November, the largest monthly haul since July 2020, data 
service EPFR said. 
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Investors’ sunny outlook has dropped the VIX volatility index—a measure of 
nervousness about markets’ future performance—to its lowest since early 2020, the 
Financial Times said. 


TREND FORECAST: Aside from niche plays or special circumstances, equities 
outside of the U.S. will remain a speculative market well into 2024. 


Many countries, including the U.S., are struggling with debt. Interest rates may have 
stopped rising but they still are high and low- and middle-income nations will still 
struggle to manage them—especially countries whose economies depend on 
exporting raw materials into a sluggish world economy. 


The sluggishness is particularly evident in China, which had been the world’s growth 
engine for much of the past two decades. China’s economy shows no signs of 
recovering without strong government intervention, which so far Beijing has been 
reluctant to offer. 


Because so much of the world’s—and particularly emerging markets’—economy 
depends on China, the global equities market is likely to slow again after the current 
spurt. 


U.S. MANUFACTURING SLOWED AGAIN IN NOVEMBER 


13 consecutive months, the Institute for 
Supply Management (ISM) said in 

announcing its purchasing managers index 
1 (PMI) for November. 


Manufacturers cut back hiring and laid off 
more workers in November, the institute 


said. 
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U.S. factory output has been contracting for 


Factories reported “attrition, freezes, and layoffs to reduce head counts,” the ISM 
noted, an indication that manufacturers expect the U.S. economy to weaken in the 
months ahead. 


Manufacturing accounts for about 11.1 percent of U.S. GDP. 


The PMI held steady at 46.7 in November from October. Readings below 50 indicate 
contraction. 


The last time factory production contracted for 13 months or more was a stretch from 
August 2000 to January 2002, Reuters reported. 


Among the 14 industries where output shrank were appliances, computers and 
electronics, electrical equipment, machinery, and paper products. 


In the ISM study, computer and electronics makers reported that “the economy 
appears to be slowing dramatically.” Some manufacturers said that some customers 
have delayed orders, leaving factories overstocked on inventory at the end of the year. 


Nonmetallic mineral products, transportation equipment, and food, beverages, and 
tobacco were the only manufacturing sectors that grew last month. 


At least one food and beverage company responding to the survey told the ISM “our 
executives have requested that we bring down inventory levels considerably and it has 
started causing consumer shortages.” 


Several companies making metal products said they are still waiting for orders to 
arrive from automakers even though the autoworkers’ strike has been settled. 


Some economists believe the slumping PMI overstates manufacturing’s weakness. 
Orders for durable goods are more plentiful now than a year ago and the PMI 


measuring factory output has held steady in a range between 46 and 49. 


“We are not inclined to infer much deterioration from the ISM [index] unless it clearly 
drifts outside of this year’s range,” Barclays economist Jonathan Millar wrote in a note. 
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The index might well fall through that bottom: new orders to U.S. factories fell 3.6 
percent in October from September, the biggest monthly flop since April 20202, early 
in the COVID War, Reuters reported. 


Economists in a Reuters poll had forecast a 2.3-percent drop, which would have 
matched September’s decline. 


Orders for durable goods, which should last at least three years, declined by 5.4 
percent. Orders for transportation gear were down 14.7 percent. Machinery orders 
were off by 0.3 percent. Demand for new electrical equipment, appliances, and parts 
all retreated 1.1 percent. 


Business spending on equipment also shrank in October, Reuters said. 
“Leading indicators in the report, particularly new orders and customer inventory 
levels, do not point to an upturn in activity in the immediate future,” Jeffrey Roach, 


chief economist at LPL Financial, said in comments quoted by Reuters. 


Inflation had slowed to 3.7 percent in October and consumer spending has steadied 
but not collapsed, Reuters noted. 


“We’re getting what we wanted to get” out of the economy, U.S. Federal Reserve chair 
Jerome Powell said in a 1 December speech at Spelman College. 


The Fed’s stated goal has been to cool inflation by tamping down hiring and wage 
growth without the central bank’s steady rise in interest rates pushing the economy 


into a recession. 


TREND FORECAST: Manufacturing’s slump may not worry every economist, but the 
slump in new orders means businesses expect a weak first quarter next year. 


Holiday spending is bearing out the forecast of a weak shopping season. Consumers 
are cutting back. (See “Consumers Give Retailers a Lump of Coal for the Holidays” in 
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this issue.) The global economy is bogging down amid high interest rates, massive 
private and public debt, and wars and geopolitical tensions. 


There are few signs that factories will be called on to produce more until the U.S. 
Federal Reserve begins cutting interest rates to a degree that businesses and 
consumers feel the difference. Even then, consumers will still struggle with high credit 
card balances and thin savings accounts. 


See details in “More Americans Unable to Pay Off Credit Card Balances” (20 Sep 
2022) and “Consumers Drain Their Savings to Keep Spending” (12 Oct 2022), among 
other articles. 


Some analysts have pegged May as a time when the Fed will begin to cut rates. We 
expect that will happen in March, by which time the U.S. economy will be sagging 
toward recession after poor holiday sales. 


THIRD-QUARTER GROWTH ESTIMATE REVISED UPWARD 


In this year’s third quarter, the U.S. 
economy grew by a robust 5.2 percent, 
adjusted for inflation, not the 4.9-percent 
clip estimated earlier, the commerce 
department said in a statement. 


State and local government spending, as 
well as fixed investment, turned out to be 
greater than first thought, the department explained. 


However, consumer spending from July through September was revised down to 3.6 
percent from the 4 percent the department had estimated at first. 
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The quarter’s growth was the greatest three-month expansion of GDP since 2021’s 
fourth quarter, when COVID lockdowns were being eased, The Wall Street Journal 
noted. 


The economy will slow sharply in the current quarter, growing by only 2.1 percent, 
according to the Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta’s GDPNow tool, as consumers 
reduce spending further. 


TREND FORECAST: The U.S. economy is slowing as part of the world’s economic 
doldrums, brought on by inflation, high interest rates, wars, and whopping debts held 
by governments, businesses, and households. 


U.S. GDP will fall this quarter compared to last as consumers keep their wallets largely 
closed over the holiday spending season. 


That loss of the traditional year-end spending boomlet will nudge the economy closer 
to a recession, which we forecast will begin in the first half of 2024. 


HEALTHCARE LEADS U.S. JOB GROWTH 


Thirty percent of new jobs created in the 

__ U.S. in the six months through 31 October 
| were in healthcare, the labor department 

| reported. 


The sector accounts for 11 percent of total 
jobs in the U.S. 


ee 


Employment in healthcare grew by 4.2 percent in the three months through October, 
compared to 3.1 percent in this year’s first quarter. Overall U.S. employment grew 1.3 
percent in August, September, and October, down from 2.4 percent in the first quarter. 
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Healthcare’s leading role in the American jobs market could continue for years, The 
Wall Street Journal noted, as an aging population and the continuing presence of a 
changing COVID virus is likely to keep demand for health-related products and 
services strong. 


In 2020, the census found 17 percent of Americans to be age 65 or older, a number 
projected to grow to 21 percent by 2030. 


Other sectors have fared less well due to high interest rates, the housing market’s 
malaise, weakening consumer spending, and a general slowdown in economic 
activity, the WSJ said. 


In October, almost all of the new jobs created were in government, healthcare, and 
leisure and hospitality, three areas known for their modest wages among rank-and-file 
workers. 


Health services also are dealing with worker dissatisfaction and high job turnover. 


In October, 75,000 nurses, pharmacists, and other employees of the Kaiser 
Permanente managed care group walked off the job in the largest-ever U.S. healthcare 
strike. They demanded Kaiser hire more staff to take pressure off of current workers. 


In September, the number of healthcare and social assistance workers who quit their 
jobs was 9 percent higher than before the COVID War and 22 percent more than 
2019’s average, the WSJ reported. 


The field faces a continuing shortage of workers, labor economist Noah Yusif at UKG, 
a payroll software company, said in a WSJ interview. 


“Demand is expected to be strong over the coming decade,” he added. “However, the 
real driver of [job growth in the sector] will be the number of people choosing to make 


healthcare their career.” 


TRENDPOST: Post-COVID hiring and workforce expansion has focused on refilling the 
low-wage positions that were the first to disappear in the COVID War. 


27 


Wages grew for those positions as more workers were added but those increases have 
kept up barely, if at all, with two years of inflating prices. 


In October, hiring also narrowed mostly to three modestly-paid sectors. The narrowing 
jobs market is another sign of a slowing economy. 


CONSUMERS GIVE RETAILERS A LUMP OF COAL FOR THE HOLIDAYS 


| Initial reports show that consumers spent 
= more than last year over the frenzied 

_ “Black Friday” shopping weekend following 
the Thanksgiving holiday, but only because 
- prices were higher, The Wall Street Journal 
-~ reported. 


That performance bodes poorly for 
consumers’ willingness to increase their volume of purchases now that the traditional 
deep Black Friday discounts are gone. Many retailers are expected to keep special 
prices through the holiday shopping season. 


Sales from Black Friday through Cyber Monday “were so-so to the point of being 
mediocre,” retail consultant Craig Johnson at Customer Growth Partners told the WSu. 
Sales for the four-day spending event were up about 2.5 percent from last year in 
dollar terms, he estimated, meaning that sales volumes ticked down. 


Mastercard also estimates Black Friday sales were up about 2.5 percent in dollar 
terms but down in terms of the volume of items purchased. 


The National Retail Federation has predicted holiday season sales will grow three to 


four percent this year, but did not adjust that prediction for inflation. If inflation is 
factored in, the group expects consumers to buy no more stuff this year than last. 
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The price of consumer goods inflated by about 4 percent over the past 12 months, the 
WSJ noted. 


Macy’s and Target cut inventories ahead of the holiday season. 


Consumers also are budget-minded. Purchases made using “buy now, pay later” 
plans were 42.5 percent more numerous this Black Friday weekend than last year’s, 
according to Adobe. 


TRENDPOST: Consumers are strapped and tapped out, as we have reported in 
articles such as “More Americans Unable to Pay Off Credit Card Balances” (20 Sep 
2022), “Consumers Drain Their Savings to Keep Spending” (12 Oct 2022), “Recession 
Trend: Shoppers Paring Back Spending To Basics” (7 Mar 2023), and “Trouble Ahead? 
Consumers Cut Back on Credit Card Spending” (17 Oct 2023). 


Inflation is slowing, but wage growth is also and layoffs are increasing. 


History shows that once prices have inflated, they never return to their previous levels 
but cling more closely to their new, loftier heights. Therefore, even when the U.S. 
Federal Reserve cuts interest rates next year, many U.S. consumers will not be able to 
return to their free-spending habits of the past. 


PENDING HOME SALES CRASH TO RECORD LOW 


Homes under signed contracts for sale 
slipped 1.5 percent in October from 
September as the traditional home-buying 
season ended, the National Association of 
Realtors (NAR) reported. 


The number fell 8.5 percent in October, 
year on year, to the lowest since 2001, the 
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year the NAR began tracking the statistic. The number dropped below the worst 
stretch of the Great Recession in the first decade of this century. 


Mortgage interest rates topped 8 percent in October, crimping sales. 


However, the scarcity of homes for sale, particularly in lower and middle price ranges, 
had at least an equal deterrent effect, the NAR noted. Sales of homes priced at 
$750,000 or more dominated sales because more of them are available and buyers in 
that market tend to have cash and strong credit, the NAR said. 


Tight supplies not only are keeping home prices high but also seem to be nudging 
them up even more, according to the NAR. 


Month-to-month sales were off in all regions of the country but fell most in the West, 
where homes tend to be more expensive than elsewhere. The number of homes under 
contract rose in the Northeast but still was less than a year earlier. 


TREND FORECAST: When the U.S. Federal Reserve begins cutting interest rates in 
the first part of next year, more homes will come onto the market as homeowners now 
sitting on low-rate mortgages will find themselves able to afford mortgages on new 
digs. 


That will put more homes on the market but also boost the number of potential buyers 
for them. 


Therefore, prices nationally will stay high and possibly keep rising. People with the 


most cash and best credit will secure funding and shut out people who, in a normal 
housing market, would be able to own a home of their own. 
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TRENDS ON THE GLOBAL ECONOMIC FRONT 


WHEN THE ECONOMY FALLS JOBS GO WITH IT 


The economic slowdown is for all to see. Holiday sales are weaker than expected, job 
Openings are dropping and as the data shows, firings are increasing. Welcome to 
week 64 of the job loss trend. 


Spotify — nearly 20 percent of staff fired, 1,500 
Citi — restructuring initiative, prepares for cuts 
CCB/Radio — Canada 600-700 

Telefonica — 5,100 planned in Spain by 2026 
Advance Auto Parts — 400 let go 

Twilio — 5 percent of staff fired, 100’s 

Conde Nast — 5 percent of staff fired, 300 

Vox — 4 percent fired in second round this year 
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RBC — 500 gone 

US Steel — 100’s at Illinois mill 

VF Corp — 500 fired 

Metro Bank — 20 percent of its staff, 850 
Cognizant — 65 gone 

TD — 3,000 fired 

Unity — 265 fired 

Volkswagen — 1,000’s 

Barclays — 900 let go 

Broadcom — cuts after VMware acquisition 
Multiverse — 5 percent fired, 44 

Sunrise — 200 gone 

ArcelorMittal — 3,500 fired 

TuSimple Holdings — 150 more fired this year 
University of Arizona athletics — Layoffs coming 
Missouri's Park University — 16 positions, campus closures 
Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum — 10 let go 
Wayne-Westland School District MI — 39 fired 
Codemasters (UK) — Report of layoffs, No # 

Union Pacific Rail — 1,000 Track Maintenance workers 
iPhone Video App Filmic — entire team laid off 
WWE HQ — More Layoffs reported, No # 

Lehigh Valley Public Media PA — 9 let go 
Management & Training Corp at Arizona State Prison — 86 
Entertainment One — 10 percent of workforce 
Watermark Retirement Communities NY — 381 
Wayfair — Several Layoffs, more expected to come 
Activist Organization MoveOn — at least 18 

Pfizer — expects job cuts at Connecticut Facility 
KNBR — Several Layoffs 

VF Corp — 500 let go 

Gilead Sciences — 7 percent of staff let go 

Black Butte Coal — 19 fired 

Textron — 725 fired 

Generation Bio — 40 percent of staff, 60 gone 
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Sibanye-Stillwater — 100 let go 

Dataminr — 20 or 150 of staff fired 

Boeing — Furloughing 80 Union Employees at the Ridley plant in Dec. 
Washington Post — 120 

Candle Therapeutics — 50 percent or 35 people gone 

Novocure — 13 percent of workers or 200 fired 

Lion Electric — 150 let go in US and Canada 

Developer Fishlabs — reports of 50 layoffs 

Tier Mobility — 22 percent of its workforce gone 


GOING OUT OF BUSINESS TRENDS 
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In recent times, the economic landscape 
has presented an array of challenges that 
have profoundly affected the business 
community. Some of the most significant 
Tæ Challenges include soaring inflation rates, 

f escalating interest rates, looming fears of a 
recession, and a tangible decrease in 
revenues for many sectors...all made 
worse by the COVID War which destroyed the lives and livelihoods of billions across 
the globe. 


The combination of these factors has created an environment where business 
sustainability has become increasingly challenging. Unfortunately, numerous 
businesses, from startups to established entities, have been unable to navigate these 
tumultuous waters. 


The following list details businesses that, due to the aforementioned reasons, have 
made the tough decision to close their doors. As we review this list, it is a somber 
reminder of the vulnerabilities inherent in the business world and the imperative need 
for adaptive strategies in an ever-evolving economic landscape. 
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SSU begins liquidation process 

Boots will reduces its store count from 2,200 to 1,900 

Patagonia plans to close Westport store on Christmas Eve 

WHSmith is pulling down the shutters on its branch in Caernarfon, Wales 
Country Sun Natural foods shuts down in February 

Van's Aircraft files for Chapter 11 bankruptcy 

Starbucks and H&M close in Morocco amid pro-Palestine boycott 

Bank of America closing 24 stores in California 

Bankruptcy: RiteAid will close 154 stores 

Pottery Barn at Grand Avenue and Victoria St in St Paul Minneapolis 
Hartford’s Armstrong Rockwell Jewelers CT 

Baldwin Vineyards in Pine Bush NY 

Sub Station II in Blacksburg VA 

Up Up and Away Cafe cafe located inside State College Regional Airport 
Vesecky's Bakery at 6634 West Cermak Road in Berwyn IL 

Dutch Bakery in Orange City lowa 

Kitchen United will sell or close all of its locations 

Oh Crêpe in Troy Ohio closing brick mortar location — focusing on its mobile 
trailer 

Pasta Bene’s at 2565 Telegraph Ave in Berkeley CA 

Clock Shadow Creamery is closing its storefront on 138 W. Bruce St. Milwaukee 
WI 

Mr. Hamburger in Bryan Texas 

Badger Mountain Brewing in Wenatchee WA 

Crush Bar in East Portland Oregon 

Swift and Union, a restaurant in the Kenton neighborhood of North Portland 
Oregon 

D'tails Dog Grooming & Cats Too in Brunswick Maine 

Puffe’s Fine Jewelry at 510 Center Ave. in Moorhead MN 

Camping World store in Baxter permanent closed 

The Silk Road Fair Trade Market in New Wilmington closing store, will continue 
wholesale business 

The American Girl store in Columbus Ohio 


e YMCA in Woonsocket RI 
e REl is closing its Santa Monica store CA 
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Patagonia plans to close Westport store CT 

MKT Distillery in City of Katy Texas 

Hobby Lobby plans to close its Dublin store on Jan. 6 
Stamford's Critic's Choice Videos 

2 Jugo Salad & Juice Bar in Fresno California 

Lakes & Legends in Loring Park Minneapolis MN 
lronshield Brewing in Lawrenceville Ga. 

Ribco Rock Island Brewing Company in Rock Island IL 
Charmington's coffee shop in Baltimore 

Stevens Aerospace and Defense Systems — 54 Layoffs 
Proterra to close facility in Greenville County SC 


RemArms, LLC has decided to close its entire operations at 14 Hoefler Avenue, 


llion, NY — 270 Layoffs 

The College of St Rose Albany NY closing after 103 years 
The Hygiene Feed and Supply store in Hygiene CO 

Big Lots in Asheville NC 

Michaels Inn In Raritan New Jersey 

The Landing Restaurant in Warrick County Indiana 

Jarrod’s Coffee, Tea, & Gallery at 154 W. Main Street Mesa AZ 
Torn Light Records, at 356 Ludlow Ave. in Cincinnati Ohio 
University Club of Grand Rapids MI 

Chocolate Holler, 400 Old Vine St. Suite 104 in Lexington KY 
El Charlatan Taqueria in Socorro Texas 

Tiller's Furniture in Prairie Du Chien WI 

Gateway City Arts in Holyoke MA 

Boulder Tap House in Moorhead MN 

Izola’s in Hinesville GA 

Cat’s Meow in Santa Cruz 

Center Street Securities Inc., a broker-dealer in Nashville TN 
Tulsa Public School OK. — considering closing schools? 
Conklin’s Corner and Antique Gift Barn in Philipsburg PA 
Satay in Hoboken NJ 

Stugotz Tapas Restaurant in Worcester closing Friday 


Oriental Rug Bazaar is closing their flagship store at 5525 Westheimer Road in 


Houston Texas 


35 


Sweet Retreat Homemade Ice Cream & More closing its Kokomo Location IN 
Seafood Sally's on Oak St. in New Orleans LA 

Solo Cucina Market in South Portland 

Flying J in Belgrade MT 

Flat Cats in Palmer Township PA 

Saucisson in Cleveland Ohio 

The Shed BBQ is closing its Baton Rouge location LA 

UAB Proton Center in Birmingham AL 

Café Tropical in Silver Lake Los Angeles CA 

Gateway Urgent Care at 11 South Columbia 

Big Lots location at 3013 N. Sterling Ave. Peoria IL 

Happy Go Lucky located at 7679 Gratiot Road in Saginaw MI 

The Sloppy Joe’s restaurant located at Daytona Beach's Ocean Walk Shoppes 
FL 

Zack's Hot Dogs, located on Mebane Oaks Road NC 

NC State Veterans Home in Fayetteville NC 

Northwest Health closing urgent care clinics in Valparaiso and Portage IN 
Silgan Dispensing Systems closing Winfield Kansas facility — 169 layoffs 
expected 

Ristorante Italiano located at 555 Soquel Ave. Santa Cruz California 

Elegant Occasions in Wausau WI 

Poolside Pies on McDowell Street in Raleigh NC 

Loosier Furniture Express in Macon GA 

The Munising Cannabis Company in Munising MI 

Staples is closing its Benton Harbor store at 1485 Mall Drive MI 

Big Lots closing its Route 58, Riverhead NY Location 

Arooga’s on Route 5 Warwick RI 

Virginia Quaker Steak and Lube Bristol VA closed 

Love Apple Farm, located at 1421 Route 9H in Ghent NY 

Sidetracks on West State Street in Bristol TN 

Pompieri Pizza in Durham NC 

Stay Lit Smoke Shop in Damascus MD may close due to repeated burglaries 
Bruegger’s Bagels, located at 180 Delaware Avenue in Delmar’s Delaware Plaza 
NY 

Fort Defiance is closing in Red Hook at 347 Van Brunt Street Brooklyn NY 
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e Cinemark Monroe Cinema 10 in Pecanland Mall Monroe LA 
e Lake Oswego Tex-Mex Restaurant Toreados 
e Bankruptcy: Strategies 360 — Chapter 11 


WORLD ECONOMY WILL SLOW SLIGHTLY IN 2024, OECD SAYS 


Wars, lingering inflation, and persistent 
high interest rates will hold global 
economic growth to 2.7 percent in 2024, 
compared to an expected 2.9 percent this 
year, and perk up to 3.0 percent in 2025, 
the Organization for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (OECD) has forecast. 


The forecast sees worldwide expansion next year at its lowest since 2020 during the 
COVID War. 


However, “recession will be avoided almost everywhere,” OECD secretary-general 
Mathias Cormann told a press briefing, even though wars in Ukraine and the Mideast 
are likely to sharpen commodity prices. 


The OECD’s forecast sees the U.S. economy slowing to 1.5-percent growth in 2024 
under the U.S. Federal Reserve’s continued high interest rates. The OECD expects 


U.S. GDP to grow by 2.4 percent this year. 


U.S. inflation will average 3.9 percent this year, 2.8 percent next year and 2.2 percent 
in 2025, the forecast said. 


China’s economy, the world’s second largest, also will slow next year, slipping to 
4.7-percent expansion against an expected 5.2 percent this year. 


China’s output will be hobbled by its unresolved, two-year-old real estate crisis, 
slumping exports, and growing unemployment, the OECD said, adding that 
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“consumption growth will likely remain subdued due to increased precautionary 
savings, gloomier prospects for [job] creation, and heightened uncertainty.” 


The 20-nation Eurozone will manage a 0.9-percent bump to its GDP in 2024 after 
finishing this year with 0.6-percent growth, according to the study. The region will 
continue to struggle with energy supply constraints, high interest rates, and 
commodity shortages because of the Ukraine war and Western sanctions against 
Russia. 


However, the zone’s growth will edge up to 1.1 percent in 2025, the OECD expects. 


Japan, the only nation still clinging to negative interest rates, will see growth of 1.7 
percent this year and just 1.0 percent in 2024, but will manage a 1.2-percent 
expansion in 2024. 


In 2022, the OECD’s forecast pegged worldwide growth this year at 2.2 percent, 
which has proven too gloomy. That mistake is not likely to be repeated in 2024, the 
group said. 


“Growth has been stronger than expected in 2023,” the report said, “but [will slow] as 
the impact of tighter financial conditions, weak trade growth, and lower business and 
consumer confidence is increasingly felt.” 


The global economy also is facing new risks from geopolitical tensions, the OECD 
warned, particularly if the Mideast war draws in other countries, which “could result in 
significant disruptions to energy markets and major trade routes.” 


Despite varying growth rates, countries face common fiscal pressures, with debt loads 
continuing to increase for many years ahead in G7 countries, the OECD warned. 


"Governments need to act to prevent unsustainable debt paths,” Lombardelli 


cautioned. “Needed reforms include medium-term plans to curb deficits over time and 
reducing the cost of aging.” 
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TREND FORECAST: There is little question that the global economy will shrink this 
year and next, however, how low it will go is a guessing game considering the 
geopolitical wild cards: Ukraine War and Israel War. 


On the Ukraine front, with the mainstream media—as they always do, repeating what 
the government tells them to—is now backtracking on Ukraine defeating Russia. 
Remember the Ukraine counteroffensive that was supposed to push the Russians back 
from the 20 percent of territory they occupied following their 24 February 2022 
invasion of Ukraine? Now, with the counteroffensive a total failure, they are selling the 
line that Ukraine is in trouble. 


Therefore, we forecast Kyiv will do all it can to get more economic and military support 
from the U.S. and NATO. To do so, they must get back in the headline news which 
means Ukraine will do all they can to attract mainstream media and the general 
public’s attention. For example: launch an attack on a Russian nuclear power plant, 
launch a major military strike at Moscow and/or a false flag event that will horrify their 
allies and the masses which will result in more weapons of death to Ukraine to keep 
the war raging. 


This wild card will drive up energy prices and other commodities that are 
Ukraine/Russia related which will in turn increase inflation. 


On the Middle East front, should Israel expand its war into Syria, Lebanon and/or Iran 


and the U.S. joins Israel in their attacks, Brent Crude will spike to above $130 a barrel 
and that will crash equity markets and the global economy. 
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OPEC+ ALLOWS MEMBERS TO MAKE VOLUNTARY PRODUCTION CUTS 


After internal disagreements postponed its 
meeting from mid-November to the last 
day of the month, OPEC+ has decided to 
set no new mandatory production cut for 
the cartel as a whole. 


Instead, each member will be able to 
reduce its output if it chooses, by any 
amount it wishes. 


Eight cartel members immediately announced reductions in output totaling about 2.2 
million barrels that will begin in January. 


Saudi Arabia said it will maintain its million-barrel production cut through 2024’s first 
quarter. The cut, implemented last summer, was due to expire at the end of this year. 


Russia will increase its earlier 300,000-barrel cutback by another 200,000 barrels a 
day, it said. 


The UAE will withhold 163,000 daily barrels; Iraq plans to pump 220,000 barrels less 
every day; and Kuwait will cut 211,000 barrels. 


Many producers said they will make their own decisions whether to increase 
production as market conditions change. 


The group met amid forecasts of an oil surplus in 2024 that would be likely to depress 
prices, which already have weakened as the global economy has slowed. (See “Oil 
Prices Fall Close to Bear Market: OPEC May Cut Production Further,” 21 Nov 2023). 
Oil prices spiked on news of the cuts but quickly sank back as traders discounted the 


cartel’s ability to keep prices high as the global economy slows. 
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“The cuts being billed as ‘voluntary’ undermines the psychological impact for the 
market a little, analyst Raad Alkidiri at The Eurasia Group told the Financial Times. 


Oil demand will soften in 2024 as "the last phase of the pandemic economic rebound 
dissipates and as advancing energy efficiency gains, expanding electric vehicle fleets, 
and structural factors reassert themselves," the International Energy Agency said in its 
November monthly forecast. 


At its meeting, OPEC invited Brazil, one the world’s 10 leading oil producers, to 
formally join the group. The country plans to join next month, Brazil’s energy ministry 
said. 


TREND FORECAST: OPEC is fraying. 
Some cartel members wanted to cut production to send prices back up above $90; 
others, especially those in Africa and South America, insist on pumping at full volume 


to get as much cash as quickly as possible to handle debts and forestall social unrest. 


The group had to postpone its meeting from mid-November to month-end so it could 
resolve those differences and present a united front. It failed to do so. 


The group’s goal remains the same as we have noted in the past: to tweak production 
levels in line with market demand to maximize revenue without adding speed to the 


clean energy transition. 


However, as the world’s economy drifts and clean energy takes a bigger share of fuel 
markets, oil-producing countries’ needs will vary more sharply than in the past. 


With the ongoing data of weak macroeconomic data pointing to less demand, the 
downside risk of lower oil prices is a reality. 


Also, U.S. oil production at 13 million barrels per day is at an historic high, thus more 
supply as demand is expected to decline. 


Trends Journal 41 5 December 2023 


While OPEC will find it harder to reach, or force, consensus among its members and, 
therefore, will become less of a force in setting global oil volumes and prices, this may 
change if the Israel War accelerates and they join together to deeply cut oil supplies as 
they did during the 1973 Arab-Israeli War. 


Back then, in retaliation for the U.S. supplying Israel with weapons to defeat its Arab 
enemies, Arab members of OPEC imposed an embargo against the United States in 
hopes of gaining leverage. 


If such action is taken now, Brent Crude will spike above $130 a barrel and such a 
spike as economies are slowing down will drag the world into recession and crash 
equity markets. 


FRENCH ECONOMY SHRANK IN THIRD QUARTER 


Surprising analysts, France’s economy 
contracted by 0.1 percent in this year’s 

third quarter, the national statistics agency 
Beets) Said after revising its estimate down from 
piel ati an initial 0.1-percent gain. 
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Consumer spending slipped 0.9 percent 
from October as consumers cut their outlays for energy and foods. 


The news strengthened existing expectations that the European Central Bank will not 
raise interest rates again at its next meeting and will begin cutting rates in April. 


Those expectations were buoyed by news that inflation in France slowed to 3.8 
percent in November, its lowest rate since early in 2022 and defying economists’ 


forecasts of a 4.1-percent pace. 


Inflation in services dropped to 2.7 percent and manufactured goods’ pace of price 
increases fell to 1.9 percent. 


Trends Journal 42 5 December 2023 


Despite the third quarter’s contraction, the French economy will grow by 1.4 percent in 
2024, finance minister Bruno Le Maire said in a radio interview. Inflation will be tamed 
and interest rates will have stabilized, he forecasted. 


Germany also reported a shrinking economy in this year’s third quarter and is 
expected to pucker again in the last three months of this year. Two consecutive 
quarters of economic contraction qualify as a technical recession. 


TREND FORECAST: Germany and France, Europe’s largest two economies, 
contracted in the third quarter and are likely to do so again in the fourth, leading 
Europe into a technical recession. 


The Ukraine war apparently will drag through at least the first quarter of next year, 
barring a dramatic and unexpected event. China’s economy is slipping further. The 
world’s economy shows no fundamental signs of picking up dramatically in the near 
future. 


Therefore, it is likely that Europe’s contraction will extend into a third consecutive 
quarter, turning a technical recession into a full-on turndown. 


RUSSIA’S OIL EXPORTS CRIMPED BY CURRENCY CONFLICTS 


Since the West imposed sanctions against 
Russia after it invaded Ukraine, oil exports 
have been Moscow’s chief source of 
foreign revenue. 


However, that is now threatened by 
disagreements about how customers will 
pay for the shipments, Reuters reported. 
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In July, India—which buys 60 percent of Russia’s seaborne oil—demanded it be 
allowed to pay for the oil in rupees. Russia’s oil companies refused after Russia’s 
central bank said it would not accept Indian currency. 


Russia would have little chance to spend rupees because it imports almost nothing 
from India. From April through September, India’s trade deficit with Russia grew to 
$28.4 billion, compared with $17 billion a year earlier. 


As atemporary fix, Russia agreed to allow India to pay using a combination of 
Chinese yuan, the Hong Kong dollar, and the UAE’s dirham, the value of which is tied 
to the dollar, unnamed sources told Reuters. 


However, the Indian Oil Co., the country’s largest refiner, said it has been unable to 
pay for recent shipments because the Russian firm that sold it the oil has not yet 
opened a bank account in dirhams, a Reuters source said. 


Russia has been pressuring India to pay for oil entirely in Chinese yuan, which is 
easier for Russia to spend now that China has become its largest trading partner. 
However, using the currency of a key economic rival to settle its debts is a politically 
fraught debate in India’s government, Reuters said. 


Meanwhile, at least two UAE banks have decided to comply with Western price caps 
on Russia’s oil, the sources told Reuters. 


The same problem of finding a workable currency also plagues Russia’s customers in 
Africa, China, and Turkey, which also have become key customers for Russian crude, 


according to Reuters. 


Western allies have imposed a price cap of $60 on Russian oil. Buyers who pay more 
are banned from using Western insurers and transport companies for their shipments. 


Russia also has been largely locked out of the world’s financial system, making it 
especially complicated for it to acquire and spend dollars or euros. 
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Less than 10 percent of Russia’s nine-million-barrel daily oil production is now sold in 
dollars or euros, five unnamed inside sources said to Reuters. 


TRENDPOST: Western sanctions levied against Russia to punish it for invading 
Ukraine have had little effect so far. 


However, the sanctions are beginning to bite: not only is Russia finding it more 
complicated to sell its oil abroad, but consumer prices are inflating at a rate that 
consumers are grumbling about. 


Russia and the West are playing chicken, seeing if the sanctions will force Russia to 
the negotiating table before the Western alliance weakens or fragments and Ukraine is 
forced to bow to a Russian takeover. 


But as we said from the start of the sanctions on Russia, they will hurt consumers 
more than they will hurt Russia. 


And as noted by Geopolitical Economic Report “Russia has only further solidified its 
role as a global commodities powerhouse, strengthening its own manufacturing 
sector.” 


They went on to note that, 


“The failure, and even blowback, of this Western economic warfare shows that, 
while unilateral sanctions can do, and often do, significant damage to smaller 
countries with less developed economies, like Venezuela, Cuba, or Syria; for big 
nations with a massive industrial base, like China and Russia, their economies 
may effectively be ‘too big to sanction’ 


“In these cases, Western sanctions do economic damage in the short term, but 


in the medium to the long term, the unilateral coercive measures actually help 
the targets by making them more economically and technologically sovereign.” 
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These huge Eurasian economies find alternatives and are no longer dependent on 
Western corporations; they develop their own high-tech manufacturing sectors, with 
more value added in the production process. 


TOP TREND 2023, OFFICE BUILDING BUST: FEDERAL OFFICES MOSTLY EMPTY 


billion annually to operate office spaces it 
Ş owns, and $5 billion more to lease others, 
\ but up to three-quarters of that square 
footage is probably empty on a given day, 
according to a three-week study of 24 
federal agencies earlier this year by the 
Government Accounting Office. 


A The federal government spends roughly $2 


Of the 24 agencies studied, 17 showed an average of only about one quarter of the 
space used by employees in a typical week. 


The District of Columbia’s office vacancy rate was a record 20.3 percent in this year’s 
third quarter, real estate services firm Cushman & Wakefield reported. 


In October, 71 percent of federal agencies offered workers a hybrid option, while 59 
percent of all government offices, including state and local jurisdictions, did, 
according to Scoop Technologies’ monitoring index. 


“Whether you’re talking about downtown Boston, Denver, or northern Virginia, [federal] 
occupancy is down substantially,” despite a slight improvement since Labor Day, 
John Fish, chairman of the trade group Real Estate Roundtable, told The Wall Street 
Journal. 


TREND FORECAST: Ironically, those who imposed the draconian lockdown rules that 
forced people to work at home, are the main segment of the population that keeps 
working from home. When the COVID War was launched in 2020 and the 
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work-at-home trend began, we had forecast that people, after staying home week after 
week and month after month, would realize how much they hated commuting and how 
costly it was for them. 


As a result, we had long forecast, what no one else did at that time, an Office Building 
Bust with vast and dire socioeconomic implications. See: 


“THE NEW LIFE OF LOCKDOWN” (19 May 2020) 

“REMOTE WORK = COMMERCIAL BUST” (2 June 2020) 

“SLIDING VALUE OF OFFICE SPACE HITS URBAN CENTERS” (11 Aug 2020) 
“WORK FROM HOME, CITY REAL ESTATE DOWN” (20 Oct 2020) 
“COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE IN A TAILSPIN” (20 Oct 2020) 

“OFFICE WORKERS STAY HOME” (8 Dec 2020) 

“RETURN TO OFFICES POSTPONED: COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE BUST?” 
(14 Sep 2021) 

“WORKERS STAYING HOME, COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE DISASTER 
LOOMING” (19 Oct 2021) 

“COVID WAR KEEPING WORKERS OUT OF THE OFFICE” (16 Nov 2021) 
“NYC BUSINESSES: BYE, BYE NYC” (16 Nov 2021) 

“DELOITTE ABANDONS MORE LONDON OFFICE SPACE” (26 Apr 2022) 
“GM SOFTENS BACK-TO-THE-OFFICE REQUIREMENT AFTER WORKER 
BACKLASH” (4 Oct 2022) 

“BUSINESS OFFICE BUST BEGINS TO BITE” (20 Dec 2022) 

“NEW YORK CITY’S WORKFORCE SHARPLY SHRINKING” (24 Jan 2023) 
“OFFICE OCCUPANCY HALF OF WHAT IT USED TO BE” (7 Feb 2023) 

“TOP TREND 2023, OFFICE BUILDING BUST: THE COMMERCIAL REAL 
ESTATE FACE OFF” (28 Mar 2023) 

“TOP TREND 2023, OFFICE BUILDING BUST: INVESTORS BACK AWAY FROM 
DOWNTOWN PROJECTS” (27 Jun 2023) 

“TOP TREND 2023, OFFICE BUILDING BUST: EMPTY OFFICES MULTIPLY IN 
SILICON VALLEY” (27 Jun 2023) 

“TOP TREND 2023: OFFICE BUILDING BUST, HSBC LATEST TO FLEE 
LONDON’S CANARY WHARF” (5 Jul 2023) 

“TOP TREND 2023, OFFICE BUILDING BUST: OREGON’S LARGEST CITY 
LOSING POPULATION” (5 Jul 2023) 
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“SPOTLIGHT. TOP TREND 2023: OFFICE BUILDING BUST” (11 Jul 2023) 

“SPOTLIGHT, TOP TREND 2023: OFFICE BUILDING BUST” (25 Jul 2023) 

“SPOTLIGHT. TOP TREND 2023: OFFICE BUILDING BUST” (1 Aug 2023) 

“COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE TIME BOMB” (15 Aug 2023) 

“TOP TREND 2023, OFFICE BUILDING BUST: TENANTS SIGNING MORE 

OFFICE LEASES BUT FOR LESS SPACE” (12 Sep 2023) 

“SPOTLIGHT, TOP TREND 2023: OFFICE BUILDING BUST” (3 Oct 2023) 

e “SPOTLIGHT, TOP TREND 2023; OFFICE BUILDING BUST” (24 Oct 2023) 

e “SPOTLIGHT: OFFICE BUILDING BUST: WORSE TO COME FOR OFFICE 
SECTOR’ (14 Nov 2023) 

e “TOP TREND 2023, OFFICE BUILDING BUST: BUILDING OWNERS CAN’T 
BORROW MONEY TO PAY LOANS” (28 Nov 2023) 

e “TOP TREND 2023, OFFICE BUILDING BUST: TROUBLED COMMERCIAL 

PROPERTY LOANS ARE INCREASING, ECB WARNS” (28 Nov 2023) 


OFFICE BUILDING BUST SHOOTS DOWN ANOTHER HIGH FLYER 


~ Sigma Holding, which owns department 
stores and office buildings in several 
‘= countries, has declared insolvency in its 
1E native Austria, similar to filing for 

| bankruptcy in the U.S. 


The company’s $30-billion portfolio 
includes the Chrysler Building in New York 
City as well as portions of swanky British retailer Selfridge’s, a partly-built office tower 
in Hamburg that was to be one of Germany’s tallest structures, and several of 
Europe’s largest department store chains. 


Those investments are now at risk, as perhaps are the enterprises they underpin, The 
Wall Street Journal said. 
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Sigma kept investing as the commercial property market reached its pinnacle. Those 
assets have steadily declined in value since, thanks to high interest rates and 
disappointing performances among retailers. 


Mortgage interest rates have risen steadily since July 2022 when the European Central 
Bank began hiking its key rates. Since then, the bank’s rate for loans has moved from 
-0.50 percent to 4.5 percent. Most mortgages on commercial real estate are 
short-term and must be refinanced every few years. 


Some European banks have now discounted the value of their loans to Sigma. 


The company’s two largest subsidiaries have piled on about $14 billion in liabilities, 
according to an estimate by JPMorgan analysts. 


Sigma’s turmoil “marks the most dramatic fall in years in the European property 
sector,” the WSJ said. 


Lenders also are monitoring one of Sweden’s largest commercial property owners and 
a major home builder in Germany, both of which are struggling under heavy debt 
loads. 


TREND FORECAST: Sigma is a proverbial canary in the office building industry’s coal 
mine. 


Europe is tipping toward recession and may already be entering one, as we note in 
“French Economy Shrank in Third Quarter” in this issue. As the region’s hard times 
become even harder, commercial real estate will be among the early casualties. Office 
towers’ values could fall by 40 percent or more. 


That will press Europe’s commercial banks into failure as borrowers default on 
mortgages. They hold a much smaller percentage of the continent’s commercial 
property loans than U.S. banks, but years of negative interest rates already had left 
them weakened. 
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Of course, as we greatly note, the Office Building Bust will crash a major segment of 
the global banking industry as office vacancy rates and office occupancy rates stay at 
historic lows and building owners default on their loans. 
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SPOTLIGHT: CHINA’S ECONOMIC STRUGGLE 


WALMART SHIFTS BUYING FROM 
CHINA TO INDIA 


From January through August this year, 
S Walmart bought 25 percent of its imported 
goods from Indian suppliers, compared to 
2 percent in 2018. 


The company is buying bicycles, electronics, grains, packaged foods, pasta, 
pharmaceuticals, and toys from Indian producers, Walmart reported. 


During the same period, the percentage of Walmart’s imports from China dropped 
from 80 percent to 60 percent, according to shipping records from data firm Import 
Yeti that Reuters analyzed. 


"There is a newfound confidence in the Indian manufacturing industry and also the 
availability of factory infrastructure," Rajesh Kharabanda, CEO of sports equipment 
company Freewill India, said to Reuters. 


Walmart’s shift reflects rising costs of Chinese imports as well as nerves rattled by 
geopolitical tensions between China and the West, which are persuading Western 
companies to redirect supply chains toward cheaper makers in less hostile countries 
such as India, Thailand, and Vietnam. 


"| need resiliency in our supply chains," Andrea Albright, Walmart's executive vice 
president of sourcing, told Reuters. “I can't be reliant on any one supplier or 
geography for product because we're constantly managing things from hurricanes and 
earthquakes to shortages in raw materials." 


Walmart downplayed the shift toward India in a statement, saying that it seeks to 
create “redundancy” in its supply lines, which "does not necessarily mean" it is turning 
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away from any single source. "We're a growth business and are working to source 
more manufacturing capacity," the statement said. 


Still, Walmart’s growth plans for India are clear. 


In 2018, the company bought 77 percent ownership of Flipkart, India’s major 
e-commerce business. In 2020, it pledged to buy $10 billion worth of goods from India 
every year, beginning no later than 2027. 


The figure now is about $3 billion, Albright said, and will reach $10 billion by the 
promised date. 


Currently, Walmart employs more than 100,000 full-time and temporary Indian workers 
in locations around the country through its Walmart Global Tech India unit, Flipkart 
Group, PhonePe, and sourcing operations. 


Walmart was drawn to India by its technological progress, large and growing 
workforce, and the growth in skills, Albright said to Reuters. 


In contrast, China’s workforce is aging and shrinking, as we detailed in “China’s 
Economy Faces Long-Term Structural Drag, Analysts Say” (6 Jun 2023). 


Also, China’s labor costs are rising. 


"Sourcing from mainland China has become less competitive because of rising labor 
costs versus other manufacturing centers," analyst Chris Rogers with S&P Global 
Market Intelligence wrote in a recent note. 


China's minimum wage ranges between $198.52 and $376.08 in equivalent yuan, 
while India’s base pay for unskilled and semi-skilled workers is $108.04 to $180.06, 
translated from rupees, Reuters found by comparing central bank estimates. 
Amazon also is sending more orders to India, saying last month that it will import $20 


billion a year in merchandise from the subcontinent by 2025. 
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Walmart also is ordering more clothing and home products from plants in Bangladesh 
and Pakistan, Albright said. 


India's stock market has hit record highs in 2023 and the economy will grow by 6.5 
percent this fiscal year, the central bank expects. China’s GDP will expand by 5 
percent or slightly more in 2024, the International Monetary Fund has forecast. 


TREND FORECAST: The greater the military tensions rise between the United States 
and China, the more U.S. companies will exit, rather than face U.S. penalties. 


Beyond the Taiwan conflict which has the U.S. arming their military with free weaponry 
to confront the Chinese, on Monday, Beijing said a US naval ship “illegally intruded” its 
territorial waters and “The US deliberately disrupted the situation in the South China 
Sea.” 

Beyond the geopolitical conflict, U.S. companies will also get products made in 
nations, such as India where they are cheaper to make and cheaper to buy. 


CHINA’S MANUFACTURING, SERVICE SECTORS BOTH DECLINE IN NOVEMBER 


Last month, China’s factory output fell for a second straight month and at a faster 
pace, according to the purchasing managers index (PMI) for manufacturing published 
by the country’s National Bureau of Statistics. 


Both export and domestic orders fell, Reuters noted. 


The index edged down from 49.5 in October to 49.4 last month. Rankings below 50 
indicate contraction. 


The index has fallen in seven months out of the past eight. The worst previous stretch 
was a six-month slide ending in October 2019, before the COVID era began. 
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In a poll of 31 economists, only two had forecast such a low number. Most had 
predicted slight growth. 


The sub index of new orders for export dropped for the ninth consecutive month. 


The PMI for services also slid into contraction in November, dipping from 50.1 to 49.3. 
Construction showed some growth due to government money being funneled into 
more public works projects. 


New-home sales fell again in November, down 4 percent from October. The country’s 
100 largest developers booked sales equivalent to $54.7 billion, about 30 percent less 
than a year earlier when China was still dealing with drastic, rolling anti-COVID 
lockdowns. 


Home sales in China will total 15 percent less this year than in 2022, the China Real 
Estate Information Corp. has forecast. 


China’s failed recovery from its three-year COVID lockdown is prompting economists 
to warn that China could sink into a decade or more of Japanese-like stagnation 
unless the government takes quick, bold, broad steps to revive the economy. 


The new PMI “will further raise expectations toward policy support” from Beijing for 
the economy, economist Zhao Hao at Guotai Junan Securities wrote in a note. “Fiscal 
policy will be under the spotlight and take center stage over the coming year and will 
be closely monitored by the market.” 


In fall 2023, the government promised decisive action to resuscitate the economy but 
offered only tepid measures that, so far, have had only a marginal effect. 


More intervention is needed if China is to make its 2024 growth target of “around 5 
percent,” government advisors have urged, according to the WSu. 


Yi Gang, governor of China’s central bank, has pressed for broad structural reforms to 
the economy so it no longer relies on public infrastructure projects and the private real 


estate market as engines of growth. 
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However, the central bank is reluctant to cut interest rates to stimulate consumer 
spending and business investment. Higher rates of return in other countries could lure 
capital away from China and weaken the currency. 


Also, China’s national debt already exceeds GDP, creating tension and debate within 
government economic circles, as we reported in “China’s Not-So-Little Secret: 
Government Debt Exceeds GDP” (18 Apr 2023). 


TREND FORECAST: China’s economy is sliding in all sectors except construction, 
which once again is depending on government spending on infrastructure projects. 


Even if Beijing takes the strong actions needed to end the property crisis, stimulate the 
slumping consumer economy, and end record youth unemployment, it will take 
months to implement those ideas, more months or years before their impacts are 
strongly felt, and for the economy to return to strength. 


Again, with China launching the COVID War on its Lunar New Year, “The Year of the 
Rat” in January 2020 and its three years of zero-COVID policy, Beijing has destroyed 
the lives and livelihoods of hundreds of millions of its citizens. And, it will not come 
back for years...or possibly decades. 


On an up-note, for at least the next three years, China’s global economic might will be 
felt through its leadership in the electric car industry. 
LOAN DEFAULTS IN CHINA RISE TO RECORD LEVEL; 8.5 MILLION PEOPLE 


BLACKLISTED 


In a sign of China’s deepening economic crisis, the number of loans gone bad has 
reached a record level, the Financial Times reported. 


Credit card payments 90 days or more overdue shot up 26 percent in 2022 compared 
to 2021, China Merchants Bank said. In the first nine months of this year, 584,000 
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homes were foreclosed, a third more than during the same period in 2022, the 
consulting firm China Index Academy announced. 


The cost of living is rising but wages have not kept up. More households are 
struggling, the FT noted. 


Because they have defaulted on mortgages, credit cards, business loans, and other 
kinds of debt, 8.5 million people are now “blacklisted,” a kind of economic exile in 
which a person is banned from buying airplane tickets or using payment apps, among 
other activities. 


A person is blacklisted if they are sued by a bank or other creditor and then miss a 
subsequent payment. 


China has no personal bankruptcy laws that could let individuals work out payment 
plans or use other mechanisms to soften the blow of default on people and lenders 
alike. 


The 8.5 million blacklisted Chinese are mostly between the ages of 18 and 59 and 
equal about 1 percent of the country’s labor force. The number has jumped from 5.7 
million blacklisted in early 2020 after the COVID War had first roiled China’s economy. 


Chinese households and businesses borrowed heavily during the heady years leading 
up to the COVID era. The country’s economy was growing faster than any other 
nations, the middle class was exploding, and people and officials saw a golden future. 


As a result, household debt alone has doubled in the past 10 years to 64 percent of 
GDP, according to the National Institution for Finance and Development, a private 
Beijing thinktank. 


All of that future promise soured as the COVID lockdowns lingered through 2022, the 


housing market crashed into a continuing depression, and a post-lockdown economic 
revival died within weeks of its beginning. 
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Chinese consumers have been reluctant to spend, instead using their money to 
manage debt or build a savings cushion. The threat of being blacklisted will do 
nothing to nurture the consumer economy that Chinese officials have been 
desperately trying to cultivate. 


“The runaway increase in defaulters is a product of not only cyclical but also structural 
problems,” said Dan Wang, chief economist at Hang Seng Bank China. “The situation 
may get worse before it gets better.” 


TRENDPOST: Again, this crisis was Beijing created with its launching the COVID War 
in January 2020 on its Lunar New Year, “The Year of the Rat,” and its three years of 
zero-COVID policy with destroyed the lives and livelihoods of hundreds of millions. 


It should also be noted that the Chinese economy had “over-boomed.” Before it was 
brought into the World Trade Organization in September 2021, two weeks after 9/11... 
for decades, its GDP was barely climbing. Once they got WTO membership their 
economy boomed, and as with most booms—with the belief the economy will keep 
growing and huge profits are to be made—it would be followed by a bust. 


Thus, the zero-COVID policy that locked down the nation for three years made a very 
bad situation... terrible. 


More and more Chinese households are struggling to survive financially. To risk being 
stripped of everyday economic activities if they default on payments due to larger 
structural economic issues is a serious incentive to save and pay down debt instead of 
spending. 


Finding a way to recover defaulted loans other than to place people inside a personal 


debtors prison is another missing structural reform standing between China and a 
prosperous consumer economy. 
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SPOTLIGHT: BIGS GETTING BIGGER 


Consolidation is the name of the “Bigs” 
game. The more they own the more they 
control... it’s the way of the power hungry 
world. As we have noted since the Central 
Banksters started to rapidly raise interest 
rates, the decade’s long merger and 
acquisition spree is over. However, the 
“Bigs” will still get bigger, as they buy out 
whoever they can for whatever reason they want. These are the latest: 


KKR FINALIZES PURCHASE OF GLOBAL ATLANTIC FOR $2.7 BILLION 


KKR & Co has completed its negotiations to buy the 37 percent of Global Atlantic 
Financial Group it does not already own for $2.7 billion in cash. 


KKR will buy out Global Atlantic's remaining shareholders at a price equal to Global 
Atlantic's book value, with some adjustments. 


Global Atlantic offers insurance and retirement investment programs. KKR has 
managed its investment portfolio since paying $4.4 billion for a majority interest in 
Global Atlantic in 2021. KKR said in 2020 it planned to eventually take full ownership 
of Global Atlantic. 


Global Atlantic now manages about $158 billion in assets, almost doubling from $72 
billion in 2020, the company said. 


"The strategic partnership we envisioned three years ago has exceeded our 
expectations. It has been transformative for both businesses," Joe Bae and Scott 
Nuttall, co-CEOs of KKR, said in a statement. “This has been a home-run investment, 
Nuttall told the Financial Times. 
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The combination will allow KKR to sell its private equity partnerships directly to Global 
Atlantic’s clients. Taking over Global Atlantic also will boost fee-related earnings per 
share by at least 10 percent in 2024, according to KKR. 


For 2026, KKR raised its fee-related earnings from $4 per share to $4.50. KKR’s share 
price jumped 7.7 percent on news of the takeover. 


Also as part of the deal, KKR will divide its business into three segments: income from 
insurance products, fee-related income from asset management, and about $35 billion 
in assets that will be kept on the balance sheet as “strategic holdings.” 


The change will make it easier for analysts and investors to understand the company’s 
operations and their financial results, KKR said. 


Global Atlantic was formed as a subsidiary of Goldman Sachs in 2004 and spun off as 
an independent, private business in 2013. 

25 PERCENT OF HEATHROW AIRPORT CHANGES HANDS FOR £2.37 BILLION 
Spanish construction firm Ferrovial has agreed to sell its 25-percent ownership in 
London’s Heathrow Airport to a partnership of Ardian, a French private equity firm, and 


Saudi Arabia’s sovereign wealth fund. 


The sale values the one-quarter share at £2.37 billion, equivalent to roughly $3.01 
billion. 


Under the deal’s terms, Ardian will own 15 percent of the airport and the Saudis about 
10 percent. 


Ferrovial bought a majority interest in Heathrow in 2006 and has since reduced its 


share to 25 percent. Other interest owners include U.S. firm Alinda Capital Partners 
and the national wealth funds of Qatar and Singapore 
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Ferrovial also owns stakes in airports in Turkey, the U.K., and U.S. 


Heathrow is one of the world’s busiest airports and a major connection point for flights 
to and from the Mideast. Emirates, Qatar Airways, and Etihad Airways— another airline 
based in the United Arab Emirates —all have terminals there. 


Saudi Arabia is expanding its airline service as part of its plant to promote the country 
as a business and tourism center. It recently created Riyadh Air, a new carrier to 
operate alongside the existing Saudia, the national airline. 


BLACKSTONE BUYS ONLINE PET FIRM FOR $2.3 BILLION 

Blackstone, Inc., the world’s largest private equity firm, according to data service 
Private Equity International, is buying Rover Group, an online pet services broker, for 
$2.3 billion. 

The deal would take Rover from a publicly-traded company to private ownership. 
Founded in 2011, Rover connects pet owners with services near them, such as 
boarding, dog-walking, and pet-sitting. The company claims to have booked more 
than 93 million services for at least four million pet owners with more than a million 
providers. 

Under the deal’s terms, Rover has 30 days in which to consider other offers. 

“Rover has significant runway for growth,” Blackstone principal Tushar Gupta said in a 
press announcement. “Pet owners increasingly place a premium on high-quality care, 


flexibility, and convenience.” 


Pet care is thought to be an area largely exempt from economic downturns, The Wall 
Street Journal noted. 
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THE ISRAEL WAR 


ISRAEL ARRESTS ABOUT AS MANY PALESTINIANS AS IT 
RELEASES IN HOSTAGE SWAP WITH HAMAS 


Israel has arrested about as many Palestinians as it released amid a brief ceasefire 
with Hamas that involved a hostage release from both sides. 


Al Jazeera noted that the compromise is deceiving because Israeli forces arrested 
about as many Palestinians as they released to Hamas. The report said Israel released 
150 Palestinians—including 117 children and 33 women in the first four days of the 
truce. (Hamas released 69.) 


But in the same four-day period, Israel arrested at least 133 in East Jerusalem and the 
West Bank, Al Jazeera reported, citing the Palestinian prisoner associations. 


Trends Journal 61 5 December 2023 


Amany Sarahneh, a spokeswoman from the Palestinian Prisoners Society, told the 
network that as long as there’s an occupation, “the arrests will not stop.” 


“People must understand this because this is a central policy of occupation against 
Palestinians and to restrict any kind of resistance,” she said. “This is a daily practice, 
it’s not just after October 7. We actually expected more people to be arrested during 
these four days.” 


The report said under Israel’s 56-year occupation of the West Bank and East 
Jerusalem, about 15 to 20 Palestinians could expect to be arrested on “calm” nights. 


Each year, the Israeli military detains between 500 and 700 Palestinian children, 
Middle East Eye reported. About 13,000 Palestinian children have been detained, 
interrogated, prosecuted, and imprisoned since 2000, Middle East Eye reported. 


TRENDSPOST: Middle East Eye noted that there really isn’t much debate about Israel 
being an apartheid state. Palestinians in the occupied West Bank, including children, 
have been subject to Israeli military law since 1967, when the land was annexed. 
“Settlers” living in the West Bank are subject to Israeli civilian law. 


Human Rights Watch reported in 2019: “Israel remains principally in control of the 
West Bank, despite limited Palestinian Authority rule over certain areas, and yet has 
failed to provide the people living under its control with the rights they are due, 
including the right to equal treatment without regard to race, religion or national 
identity.” 


It continued, “The law of occupation grants occupiers wide authority to restrict rights, 
but also imposes key limitations, including the requirement to facilitate public life for 
the occupied population. The Israeli army has for over 50 years used broadly worded 
military orders to arrest Palestinian journalists, activists and others for their soeech and 
activities— much of it non-violent— protesting, criticizing or opposing Israeli policies.” 


We reported back in August that Israel had about 1,200 Palestinians detained at the 
time without ever having been charged. (See “DUH-MOCK-RACY: ISRAEL HOLDING 
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OVER 1,200 DETAINEES — MAINLY PALESTINIANS—WHO HAVE NOT BEEN 
CHARGED” 8 Aug 2023 and “HUNGER STRIKER DEATH SPARKS ROCKET 
EXCHANGE BETWEEN PALESTINE AND ISRAEL” 9 May 2023.) 


The New York Times reported that it is a “practice” in Israel to keep the bodies of 
deceased Palestinian prisoners to use as leverage in a later trade. 


“It’s collective punishment,” Hasan Jabareen, the director of Adalah, Palestinian human 
rights organization, told the paper. “These are bodies of people who live under Israeli 
occupation.” 


Israel is believed to have kept about 130 bodies—most held in freezers—since 2015. 


Human Rights Watch executive director Kenneth Roth told The New York Times in May 
2021 that the “oppression of Palestinians there has reached a threshold and a 
performance that meets the definitions of the crimes of apartheid and persecution.” 


Palestinians have been making the claim about the conditions there since the 1960s. 
President Jimmy Carter agreed with this back in 2006, and there is a growing number 
of Jewish human-rights groups that also make the claim. Jerusalem-based B’Tselem 
also made the claim. 


Ehud Barak, the former prime minister, warned that Israel risked becoming an 
apartheid state unless peace was made with the Palestinians. 


“Israel has established and maintained an institutionalized regime of oppression and 
domination of the Palestinian population for the benefit of Jewish Israelis —wherever it 
has exercised control over Palestinians’ lives since 1948,” Amnesty’s report summary 
said. 


We also remind our readers that in the 1967 six-day war, Israel invaded and seized 
Palestinian territories of the West Bank, East Jerusalem, Gaza Strip, and the Syrian 
Golan Heights, expelling some 300,000 Palestinians from their homes, while gaining 
stolen territory that was three and a half times its original size. To date, some 670,000 
Israelis live in the occupied West Bank. 
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Israeli settlements are illegal under international law. They violate Article 49 of the 
Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949 which states, “The Occupying Power shall not 
deport or transfer parts of its own civilian population into the territory it occupies.” 


BERNIE SANDERS CALLED A DISGRACE TO THE PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENT 
FOR REFUSING TO CONDEMN GAZA GENOCIDE 


Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., who framed 
himself as a progressive willing to stand up 
against the establishment and the Jewish 
lobby in Washington, showed during the 
Gaza genocide that when push comes to 
shove, he is nothing more than a patsy. 


In fact, last month, AIPAC praised Sanders 
for speaking out strongly against a Gaza ceasefire as the death toll in the coastal city 
surpassed 10,000. (That death toll is now over 15,000, mainly women and children.) 


Sanders was asked about his opinion on a ceasefire during an interview with CNN on 
5 November and said he can’t imagine how you could even have one with a group like 
Hamas, which “is dedicated to turmoil and chaos and destroying the state of Israel.” 


The Times of Israel reported that within an hour of his comments, AIPAC posted that it 
was thankful for the senator’s “clear and principled opposition” to any ceasefire. 
Herbie Ziskind, the White House deputy communications director, also quickly praised 
Sanders for sticking to his guns. 


Briahna Joy Gray, the top spokeswoman for Sanders’ 2020 presidential campaign, 
posted: “Biggest political disappointment of our generation.” 


Berry Grey, the U.S. national editor of WSWS, excoriated Sanders on the website and 
said Sanders is nothing more than a “pro-Zionist, pro-imperialist political imposter.” 
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Little has changed in Sanders’ worldview since his initial appearance on CNN. He 
penned an op-ed in The New York Times where he celebrated a temporary pause. But 
his column shrewdly made no mention of “genocide,” “war crime,” or “ethnic 
cleansing.” 


Grey wrote that Sanders did his best to portray this current massacre as just the latest 
in a biannual clash between forces. Sanders wrote, “For 75 years, diplomats, 
well-intentioned Israelis, and Palestinians and government leaders around the world 
have struggled to bring peace to this region.” 


He wrote: 


“What has blocked an enlightened solution that would bring peace and stability 
to the region and reconcile the Palestinians to their inferior lot, according to 
Sanders’ narrative, is the evil intervention of ‘extremists.’ In this fantasy world, 
there are no economic, geopolitical or class interests at work. The Zionist ruling 
elite and the American ruling class have no vested interest in subjugating the 
Palestinians in order to maintain the existing setup in the Middle East, with Israel 
serving as Washington and Wall Street’s militarized outpost.” 


TRENDPOST: Norman Finkelstein, the Palestinian scholar, said the remarks made him 
furious. 


“The senator from Vermont says Israel must destroy Hamas because Hamas wants to 
destroy Israel,” Finkelstein said. “Yes, Bernie, you’re so right. You are so right, Bernie. 
Until Oct. 7, Israel didn’t want to destroy Gaza, it just wanted to mow the lawn.” 


(See “MAJOR PROTESTS DEMANDING CEASEFIRE IN GAZA GROW, DESPITE 
ISRAEL’S VOW TO EXPAND OPERATION” 21 Nov 2023, “MURDEROUS CLAN: 
EX-U.S. OFFICIALS RALLY AROUND ISRAEL AMID GAZA GENOCIDE” 21 Nov 2023, 
“TOP ISRAELI POLITICIAN: ‘BURN GAZA NOW...NOTHING LESS!” 21 Nov 2023, 
“OLMERT: ‘WAR MUST GO ON’ IN GAZA” 21 Nov 2023 and “MOST AMERICANS 
WANT CEASEFIRE IN GAZA, NEW POLL SAYS” 21 Nov 2023.) 
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He continued, “Here’s a point for you, Bernie—I barely could say that name anymore 
without being filled with contempt and disgust.” 


Grey wrote that Sanders, like the good boy that he is, also embraced Israel’s 
propaganda after the attack, and tried to present it as a stunning turn of events. 


Reporting from within Israel Israeli government and military had advance knowledge of 
an imminent and major attack and “many, if not most, of the Israelis killed in the 
October 7 attack were killed by Israel Defense Forces troops and tanks, which used 
massive fire-power to retake control of areas seized by Hamas in the aftermath of the 
initial attack.” 


Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has called the current war in Gaza a holy war and 
said during a recent press conference that Israelis would do well to remember “what 
Amalek has done to you.” 


The Times, citing scholars, reported that the comment was meant as a call to 
exterminate their “men and women, children, and infants.” 


TRENDPOST: Sucking off the public tit for 42 years, bullshit Bernie plays the peace 
card, but his record proves he is a lying war hawk. Sanders voted for the Bosnia War in 
1998, the Kosovo War in 1999, the 9/11 authorization for the use of military force and 
the Afghanistan War in 2001. When he ran for President in 2016, he said, “We need a 
strong military, it is a dangerous world.” 


And on Wednesday, October 4", just three days before Hamas’s invasion of Israel, 


over a dozen protestors who were outside Bernie’s office denouncing him for his 
support of the Ukraine War, were handcuffed and arrested. 
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ONLY ONE SIDE ALLOWED: MSNBC CANCELS PALESTINE ADVOCATE MEHDI 
HASAN’S SHOW 


MSNBC announced last week that it 
canceled anchor Mehdi Hasan’s weekend 
news show —citing the need to “better 
position” the network for the 2024 
presidential election. 


His show will be replaced by Ayman 
Mohyeldin’s show. Mohyeldin is an 
Arab-American and has been critical of the Israeli government, Al Jazeera said. But 
critics of the move Say it is a blatant attempt to silence one of Israel’s sharpest critics. 


Noura Erakat, a Palestinian-American human rights lawyer, said Hasan’s show is 
“more needed than ever.” 


“He should be amplified, not shut down,” Erakat posted on X, according to the report. 


Rep. Ilhan Omar, D-Minn., said, “It is deeply troubling that MSNBC is canceling his 
show amid a rampant rise of anti-Muslim bigotry and suppression of Muslim voices.” 


Democracy Now noted that last month, Hasan got into a testy back and forth with 
Mark Regev, a senior adviser to Prime Minister Netanyahu. The two were discussing 
dead children seen on video being pulled from the rubble in Gaza. Regev said these 
are images that Hamas wants the public to see. 


“But they’re also people your government has killed. You accept that, right? You’ve 
killed children? Or do you deny that?” Hasan said. 


“No, | do not. | do not. | do not. First of all, you don’t know how those people died, 
those children,” Regev responded. 


Hasan said, “Oh wow.” 


Kenneth Roth, the former director of Human Rights Watch who said Israel is an 
apartheid state, posted on X that the move to cancel his show is “outrageous.” 


“He is a superb interviewer for getting at the truth, and has been an honest, principled, 
and outspoken critic of Israel's conduct in Gaza. Was his criticism behind this move?” 
he said. 


TRENDPOST: The Trends Journal has reported since the start of the Israel war that 
the U.S. media only allows one side: the pro-Israel side. (See “ONLY ONE SIDE 
ALLOWED: IF YOU ARE NOT PRO-ISRAEL, YOU ARE ATTACKED BY U.S. 
POLITICIANS AND BIG MONEY AMERICANS” 31 Oct 2023.) 


But Glenn Greenwald noted that Hasan made a fatal mistake because he was not a big 
enough star. 


“One thing Mehdi specialized in was smearing opponents of the Dem Party as racists, 
bigots, anti-Semites, etc. That got him a lot of social media love. But inside corporate 
media, you can only step out of line—as he did on Israel—if you're a star with a huge 
audience,” he posted on X. 


One social media user noted how Chris Hayes, another MSNBC anchor has stayed 
silent on some of the network’s biggest controversies, ranging from Joy Reid’s alleged 
online posts, and this Hasan fallout. 


“Chris Hayes wrote a great book in 2010, part of which focused on what he called 
‘cognitive capture’: namely, anyone who enters a large institution of power (corporate 
or state) will, he argued, *inevitably* adopt its mindset and perspective, and will morph 
into a servant of it,” Greenwald wrote. 


MSNBC is famous for firing people because of their convictions. Phil Donahue was 


also taken off the air because of his opposition to the calls for war in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 
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“Donahue and Bill Moyers, the last honest men on national television, were the only 
two major TV news personalities who presented the viewpoints of those of us who 
challenged the rush to war in Iraq. General Electric and Microsoft—MSNBC’s founders 
and defense contractors that went on to make tremendous profits from the war—were 
not about to tolerate a dissenting voice. Donahue was fired, and at PBS Moyers was 
subjected to tremendous pressure,” according to BillMoyers.com 


UNICEF: ISRAEL WAR IS A WAR ON CHILDREN 


E 


James Elder, a spokesman for UNICEF, the 
UN’s children’s agency, posted a video on 
social media on Friday to express the dire 
situation that children in Gaza now face. 


“The ceasefire is over. We can already hear 
the bombing. I'm at a hospital. There was a 
hit about 50 meters from here. This is the 
biggest, still-functioning hospital in Gaza. It’s at 200 percent capacity. The health 
system here is overwhelmed,” he said. 


He went on to say that the world cannot see more children “with the wounds of war, 
with the burns, with the shrapnel littering their body, with the broken bones. This is a 
war on children.” 


Israel wasted little time to get back to the killing after the ceasefire. Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu has vowed to keep up the fight. 


“We swore, and | swore, to eliminate Hamas. Nothing will stop us. We will continue 
this war until we achieve the three goals, to release all our abductees, to eliminate 
Hamas completely, and to ensure that Gaza will never again face such a threat,” he 
said. 
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More than 6,000 children have been killed in Israel’s onslaught. Human Rights Watch 
noted that five Palestinian newborns were left inside the Al-Nasr Medical Center in 
Gaza City to die after Israeli airstrikes knocked out power inside the hospital and cut 
off their oxygen supply. Their partially decomposed bodies were found when hospital 
workers were allowed back in. 


Israeli airstrikes have hit schools, hospitals, and ambulances in Gaza, resulting in 
civilian casualties. At least 300 schools have been damaged and 183 teachers killed, 
HRW said. 


In a video on Sunday, Elder said "Words fail me to describe the horrors that are hitting 
the children here. | see children arriving en masse among the victims.” 


Also on Sunday, Israel's IDF said they launched "around 10,000 airstrikes", in Gaza. 


TRENDPOST: Israel has indicated that the spread of preventable diseases in the 
bombed-out coastal city of Gaza would be the next genocidal step in its war effort 
against Hamas. (See “BIDEN: MORE U.S. ARMS FOR ISRAEL TO KEEP KILLING 
PALESTINIANS AND DESTROYING GAZA” 28 Nov 2023, “VIDEO EMERGES THAT 
SHOWS ISRAELI CHILDREN SINGING, ‘WE WILL ANNIHILATE EVERYONE’ IN GAZA” 
28 Nov 2023, “ISRAEL WANTS TO KEEP STEALING PALESTINIAN LAND: GAZA 
NEXT” 28 Nov 2023 and “CRIME AGAINST HUMANITY: SPAIN DENOUNCES 
ISRAEL’S ‘INDISCRIMINATE’ KILLINGS IN GAZA” 28 Nov 2023.) 


Over 15,000 Palestinians have been killed in Israeli airstrikes since the start of the war 
campaign—about 40 percent children and 30 percent women. 


Giora Eiland, the former head of the Israeli National Security Council, sooke about how 
rampant disease could benefit the military campaign. 


WSWS quoted her article: 


“Who are the ‘poor’ women of Gaza? They are all the mothers, sisters or wives of 
Hamas murderers... 


The international community warns us of a humanitarian disaster in Gaza and of 
severe epidemics. We must not shy away from this, as difficult as that may be. 
After all, severe epidemics in the south of the Gaza Strip will bring victory closer 
and reduce casualties among IDF soldiers.” 


The BBC ran a headline yesterday: “Untreated Diseases Could Eventually Kill More 
People in Gaza Than Bombings” 


The report said: 


“Diarrhea and respiratory infections are widespread among children in overcrowded 
UN facilities where almost 1.1 million people are sheltering. Patients with chronic 
illnesses like cancer are also receiving no treatment.” 


While most of the rest of the world has condemned Israel for committing genocide 
against the Palestinian people, the U.S. and the West have refrained from using that 
term and condemn all those who do. 


Genocide is defined as: the deliberate killing of many people from a particular nation or 
ethnic group with the aim of destroying that nation or group. 


And as we reported, Craig Mokhiber, the head of the UN’s human rights office in New 
York, said there has been a “wholesale slaughter of the Palestinian people, rooted in an 
ethno-nationalist settler-colonial ideology,” he said, and warned that “Once again we 
are seeing a genocide unfolding before our eyes and the organization, we serve 
appears powerless to stop it.” 


The WSWS report indicated that Israel has been ruthlessly effective in its alleged effort 
to cripple Gazans with disease. 


“Because people are so crowded, because they are in such poor condition, because 
they lack food and they lack water, and they are unable to wash themselves or drink 
clean water, we are seeing huge rises in infectious diseases, particularly in diarrheal 
diseases — diarrheal disease is going up exponentially. It’s increased 31 times more 
than you would expect in children under 5; also in adults: 104 times greater than you 
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would expect.” Dysentery has increased 14 times, Margaret Harris, a spokesperson for 
the WHO, said, according to the report. 


JAILED PALESTINIANS FACE LIVING HELL INSIDE ISRAELI JAILS, MANY NEVER 
CHARGED 


The U.S. media did its best to report on the 
Israel-Hamas hostage exchange as a deal 
Israel hated to make because it meant that 
it would have to free would-be terrorists to 
get back women and children taken during 
the 7 October Hamas attack. 


Jean Shaoul, a writer for WSWS, noted that 
the media was smart to avoid the stories of Palestinian detainees because it would put 
Israel in the unfavorable light that it deserves and that it remains the “aggressor in this 
one-sided conflict and that its mass murder and ethnic cleansing of Gaza builds on a 
record of unparalleled brutality against the Palestinians of a fascistic character.” 


During a brief pause in fighting, Hamas freed 105 hostages in return for 240 
Palestinians who were in Israeli custody. NPR noted that Israel has actually increased 
the number of Palestinian detainees since the prisoner swap occurred, with a jump in 
arrests in the West Bank. 


Shaoul wrote that there is hardly a person living in Gaza or the West Bank who has not 
been impacted by this dual justice system designed to suppress and punish 
Palestinians. Many of the Palestinians who were arrested committed no crime other 
than to stand up to their occupier. 


She wrote: 


“Of the Palestinians released, all but a handful are women and children who have 
been kept in indefinitely renewable administrative detention, without charge, due 
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process or trial, in breach of their human rights. Many were held in prisons inside 
Israel, not in the occupied West Bank, a war crime under the International 
Criminal Court’s Rome Statute and in violation of the Fourth Geneva 
Convention.” 


Her report, citing the Israeli human rights group, B’tselem, noted that in the weeks 
leading up to the Hamas attack, Israel was holding 4,764 Palestinians in prison on 
‘security’ grounds. These included 176 from Gaza. She noted that 2,222 of these 
inmates were serving a prison sentence; 1,117 were never convicted; and 1,310 were 
being held under the opaque “administrative detention”; and 115 were just called 
“detainees.” 


Philip Luther of Amnesty International told NPR that Israel's so-called administrative 
detention policy allows thousands of Palestinians to be held without charge. 


Luther said administrative detention allows Israel to detain individuals “without any 
intent to prosecute them in a trial, and they're held on the basis of secret security 
information that the detainee and their lawyer cannot review.” 


Israel has been using this form of detention since its occupation of the West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip in 1967, he said. 


He said Palestinians face military rule imposed by Israel. 


“The detainee is brought before a military judge. The military judge can impose 
a—normally it's a six-month administrative detention order, and it's up to that military 
officer to then decide whether that detention is extended. And it often is—up to a year, 
sometimes up to two years and beyond,” he said. 


The WSWS report noted that in 2012, British legal experts said the conditions that 


Palestinian children faced while in Israeli detention amounted to the internationally 
recognized definition of torture. 
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UNICEF, the UN’s agency for children, said in 2013 that “the ill treatment of children 
who come in contact with the military detention system, [which] appears to be 
widespread, systematic, and institutionalized.” 


The report said the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe called for an end 
to all “forms of physical or psychological abuse of children during arrest, transit, and 
waiting periods, and during interrogations.” 


Palestinian inmates are forced to sleep on the floor without mattresses and are stuffed 
in overcrowded centers. WSWS noted that shortly after the 7 October attack, video 
emerged showing Israeli officers beating and humiliating inmates at one of these 
facilities. 


Palestinian prisoners released from Israeli jails say that guards carried out abuse and 
collective punishment after the Hamas attack, the BBC reported. Some of the 
mistreatment included being hit with sticks, having muzzled dogs set on them, and 
their clothes, food and blankets taken away, the report said. Six inmates died in Israeli 
custody in the past seven weeks, the report said. 


Mohammed Nazzal, 18, spoke to the BBC about his experience in Nafha Prison after 

the Hamas attack, where he has been held since August, without charge and not sure 
why. 

“They arranged us so that the elderly prisoners were put in the back and the young in 
front. They took me and started beating me. | was trying to protect my head, and they 
were trying to break my legs and my hands,” Nazzal said. 


X-ray showed fractures in both of his hands. 


“In the beginning, | was in a lot of pain,” he said. “Then after a while, | knew that they 
were broken, so | stopped using them. | only used them when | went to the toilet.” 


TRENDPOST: Trends Journal subscribers are aware that history did not begin on 7 
October. 


74 


On 9 May, we reported on the death of a hunger striker inside an Israeli prison who 
was trying to call attention to the deplorable conditions he faced. (See “HUNGER 
STRIKER DEATH SPARKS ROCKET EXCHANGE BETWEEN PALESTINE AND 


ISRAEL.”) 


Amnesty International said Khader Adnan’s death in prison is an example of Israel’s 
cruel treatment of Palestinian prisoners and a “reminder of the deadly cost that 
Palestinians pay for challenging Israel’s apartheid and a military justice system rigged 
against them.” (See “APARTHEID STATE OF ISRAEL CLAMPING DOWN ON 
PALESTINIANS” 26 Apr 2022, “AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL: ISRAEL’S TREATMENT 
OF PALESTINIANS AMOUNTS TO APARTHEID” 8 Feb 2022 and “ISRAEL KILLS 3 
MORE PALESTINIANS DURING ANOTHER DEADLY WEEK” 14 Mar 2023.) 


HAMAS IS GAINING IN POPULARITY IN WEST BANK, SEEN AS TRUE 
PROTECTOR 


> 


-5 Ever since Israel vowed to destroy Hamas, 
| the group has only gained in popularity in 
Ca Gaza and in the West Bank, as Palestinians 

== see the group as the only legitimate power 
to stand up against Israel’s oppression. 


Hamas carried out one of the most 
successful military attacks in the last few 
decades, and put a major dent in the armor of the so-called invincible IDF. 


While the 7 October attack led to a bombing campaign by Israel that would make even 
the U.S. blush in Afghanistan, the moral victory by Hamas has sent a shock wave 
through the region. 


Not only did the group fight Israeli forces to a standstill in Gaza, it forced Israel to 
agree to a hostage swap that was seen as another embarrassment for Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. 


5 December 2023 
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“This is thanks to the resistance in Gaza,” one freed Palestinian told The New York 
Times, while being greeted in the West Bank. The paper noted that Israel freed 210 
Palestinian teenagers and women from its prisons, which represents the largest 
release in the past few decades. Hamas, in turn, freed 101 hostages. 


The paper wrote that a crowd formed in Ramallah while some of the prisoners were 
released and chanted, “The people want Hamas! The people want Hamas!” 


The paper reported that Israel’s heavy-handed response to the Hamas attack, 
followed by the prisoner release, only led to “deepened support for Hamas” in the 
occupied West Bank, which has been under control by the Palestinian Authority for 
the last 20 years. The Palestinian Authority is seen by many as a weak representative 
and these Palestinians now see Hamas as the true power that can protect them. 


The paper reported that most Palestinians see the Palestinian Authority as the 
“subcontractor to the Israeli occupation.” 


Ghassan Khatib, the director of the Jerusalem Media and Communications Center, 
told the paper that there is a sense among Palestinians that there is no serious 
alternative to Hamas. 


“The only game in town is Hamas,” he said. 


Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has said clearly that he will not rest until 
Hamas is destroyed. But critics say these are empty words. Hamas is an idea and a 
political party, and with each new casualty by Israel—the occupying force—an entire 
new generation of Hamas is being born. 


“From Gaza to Jenin” and "With our soul and our blood, we will redeem you, Hamas,” 
were also chanted while Palestinian prisoners were being released, The Jerusalem 


Post reported. 


The paper acknowledged that an “unintended consequence” of the war is Hamas's 
“rising appeal in the West Bank. The paper said it could also be attributed to 
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“frustration with the lack of a political horizon in diplomacy between PA President 
Mahmoud Abbas and Israel.” 


"Fatah [which controls the PA] used to believe in resistance and liberation, but that has 
disappeared, and all its leaders worry about is protecting their interests," a Palestinian 
college student told The Post. “As far as we are concerned, Hamas is the leader of the 
Palestinian people.” 


The Times noted that many Palestinians who were freed were teens when they were 
arrested. Though never officially charged, most were accused of throwing stones at 
IDF troops. These Palestinians admit that they would do it again to defend their land. 


An uncle of one of the released Palestinians told The Times that it is not challenging to 
see how a young man could feel compelled to act against an occupying force. 


“Why do you think he was in prison? It's because of everything he's seen here, 
everything he's exposed to — it made him want to go out and fight back,” the uncle 
said. He continued, “Israel thinks they are suppressing or destroying the resistance. 
But look at what they're doing. They're only making it stronger.” 


Amani, a mother of four who was in downtown Ramallah on Sunday evening awaiting 
the arrival of the freed Palestinian prisoners, told The Media Line, “They have been 
negotiating forever without any results. Look at Hamas, look at what they did in this 
short time. They forced Israel to accept an exchange of prisoners,” The Post reported. 
“lm not Hamas, but | support their actions. People want results.” 


TRENDPOST: One Palestinian waiting for a freed prisoner said, “Hamas is a mindset. 
And a mindset, it will never end.” (See “BLINKEN: FU! NO CEASEFIRE AS ISRAEL 
DESTROYS GAZA, KILLING AND WOUNDING TENS OF THOUSANDS OF MEN. 
WOMEN AND CHILDREN” 14 Nov 2023, “STATE DEPARTMENT DIVIDE: DIPLOMATS 
CALL ON BIDEN ADMINISTRATION TO CONDEMN ISRAEL’S GAZA GENOCIDE” 7 
Nov 2023 and “SPEECH IS DEAD IN U.S.: COLUMBIA SUSPENDS 
PRO-PALESTINIAN GROUPS THAT HAVE CALLED FOR CEASEFIRE” 14 Nov 2023.) 
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You cannot bomb an ideology to death. And you cannot possibly be surprised when a 
people stand up against their oppressor. 


NETANYAHU: HIS WAR AGAINST PALESTINIANS WILL CONTINUE TO ‘THE END’ 


Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
said last week that his war against Hamas 
will go on until “the end,” which was 
embraced by the far-right extremist MPs in 
the Israeli Knesset who have been calling 
for a Palestinian genocide since before the 
7 October Hamas invasion. 


There was a brief ceasefire that enabled a 
hostage exchange for each side, but Netanyahu said “after completing this stage of 
the return of our hostages” there is “no situation in which we do not go back to 
fighting until the end.” 


Netanyahu made good on his promise and Israel’s bombing campaign continued on 
Friday that focused on Khan Younis and the coast of the enclave. Al Jazeera reported 
that most of the bombings were focused on agricultural land, “which means they are 
paving the way for further military ground incursions similar to what happened in the 
north.” 


At least 178 Palestinians have been killed in the first few hours after the truce and 
nearly 60 Palestinians have been injured. A UN official said Israeli forces have shifted 
from the “indiscriminate killing of civilians to organized killing” in Gaza. 


Netanyahu, who is fighting for his political survival, leads a racist, far-right coalition in 


the Knesset that has endorsed new “settlements” in the West Bank, and has called on 
entire Palestinian villages to be annihilated. 
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Bezalel Smotrich, the bellicose finance minister, dismissed any talk of extending a 
ceasefire and said Hamas’s plan is “to eliminate the State of Israel.” 


Itamar Ben-Gvir, the national security minister, told Netanyahu that he owns him. 
“Stopping the war = dissolution of the government.” 


TRENDPOST: It is worth noting that Ben-Gvir has turned Israel into the Wild West and 
has armed the public in a way that is almost impossible to regulate. Haaretz said there 
is “no oversight or control.” 


“In less than two months, the National Security Ministry has approved permits for more 
than 25,000 guns, on top of 145,000 previously approved permits. And that doesn’t 
include the guns held by members of the security services and the police.” 


The idea, of course, is that it is hunting season for Palestinians. 


New Arab noted that the only party in the Knesset to oppose the brief ceasefire was 
Ben-Gvir’s extremist Otzma Yehudit. The party has three members in the Knesset. 


The New York Times reported that two members of Netanyahu’s staff said the Israeli 
prime minister wanted to avoid elections at any cost. 


U.S. Gives Netanyahu License to Kill 


Despite pressure from some within his own party, President Joe Biden has refused to 
put any conditions on the weapons the U.S. will provide to Israel, thus, giving Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and his extremist Knesset a license to kill Palestinians in 
Gaza—and provide them the weapons to commit the murders, according to a report. 
(See “MAJOR PROTESTS DEMANDING CEASEFIRE IN GAZA GROW, DESPITE 
ISRAEL’S VOW TO EXPAND OPERATION” 21 Nov 2023, “MURDEROUS CLAN: 
EX-U.S. OFFICIALS RALLY AROUND ISRAEL AMID GAZA GENOCIDE” 21 Nov 2023, 
“TOP ISRAELI POLITICIAN: ‘BURN GAZA NOW...NOTHING LESS!” 21 Nov 2023, 
“OLMERT: ‘WAR MUST GO ON’ IN GAZA” 21 Nov 2023 and “MOST AMERICANS 
WANT CEASEFIRE IN GAZA, NEW POLL SAYS” 21 Nov 2023.) 
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The Associated Press reported that the White House “signaled an openness” to 
putting conditions on weapon shipments due to the political backlash from the death 
toll in Gaza which has reached 15,000 as of Friday. But National Security Adviser Jake 
Sullivan told lawmakers this week “that the White House is not seeking to place 
conditions on U.S. military assistance to Israel.” 


Sen. Chris Van Hollen, D-Md., told The AP that Sullivan “made it clear that the White 
House is not asking for any conditionality in aid. So | want to leave that very clear.” 


The White House requested that the U.S. Senate remove any restrictions stemming 
from its budget request last month. The report said the request would allow Israel to 
“access more high-powered U.S. weapons at the reduced cost, with less 
congressional oversight.” 


It is worth nothing that Van Hollen raised concerns to U.S. Secretary of Defense Lloyd 
Austin earlier this month about the pace of human casualties in Gaza. 


“Israel has stopped reporting the number of bombs dropped, but the intense pace 
continues,” he said. “Last night, my wife and | learned that someone we know well lost 
two family members and four of their children in the bombing in Gaza...So they are not 
yet included in the most recent death toll, reported by the United Nations yesterday, 
which said the number of dead has risen to over 8,300 people, 70 percent of them 
women and children, including 3,457 children. According to UN figures, that is about 
six times more children killed in three weeks in Gaza than the number of children killed 
in Ukraine during the entire war there,” he said. 


Van Hollen told The AP that he believes the president got the message. 


“The fact is that the president—in his conversations with the prime minister—has 
pointed to the fact that lots of friends of Israel on Capitol Hill are very concerned about 
the very high, unacceptably high levels of civilian casualties and the lack of more 
cooperation on the provision of humanitarian aid,” he said. “So our concerns have 
been communicated and useful, | think, to the president.” 
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GENOCIDE EXPANDS TO SOUTHERN GAZA AS HUNDREDS REPORTED KILLED 
IN 24 HOURS 


Israel followed Gaza’s displaced people 
from the north to the south and carried out 
a brutal bombing campaign where 
hundreds of thousands were taking refuge. 


When the Israel War began, The Israel 
Defense Forces ordered residents in the 
northern parts of Gaza to evacuate and 
move south because they said, the north is where most of Hamas and its military 
headquarters were. 


Now Israel called for Palestinians to evacuate the southern city of Khan Younis, Gaza’s 
second largest. Reuters noted that Israeli forces bombed more areas in Gaza “as 
civilians in the besieged territory sought shelter in an ever-shrinking area of the south.” 


There is a growing suspicion that Israel is planning a new ground offensive in the 
southern area of the city. 


Israel said it had to focus on the south because Hamas fighters are hiding there, but 
the Associated Press noted that Gazans are running out of places to flee. Juliette 
Toma, director of communications at the UN agency for Palestinian refugees, told the 
AP that nearly 958,000 displaced people were in 99 UN facilities in southern Gaza. 


The report said heavy bombing was reported in the overnight hours into Sunday. 


IDF Chief of Staff Lt. Gen. Herzi Halevi said the military is starting to carry out 
operations in southern Gaza. 


"Yesterday, today, we killed [Hamas] battalion commanders, company commanders, 
and many operatives,” Halevi said. 
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“Yesterday morning we started the same move in the south of the Gaza Strip. It will be 
no less powerful than [the operations in northern Gazal, it will have no less results. We 
have the capabilities to do it in the most thorough way, and just as we did it with 
strength and thoroughly in the north of the Gaza Strip, we are also doing it now in the 
south of the Gaza Strip.” 


The Israeli Prime Minister said Israel will begin a ground invasion in the southern part 
of the country because it will be needed to root out Hamas. 


The renewed bombing campaign occurred after an “operational pause” in the region, 
and hundreds were reported killed in the new bombardment. About six apartment 
buildings were destroyed and hundreds are believed to be missing. 


Bezalel Smotrich, the hardline finance minister who has called for an entire Palestinian 
village to be wiped out— before the 7 October attack— promised that Israeli forces 
would “chase and destroy” enemies “with the help of God,” according to WSWS. 


Itamar Ben-Gvir, the convicted racist who is Israel’s national security minister, said 
Gazans have no other option but to try to make their way across the border into 
Egypt. Cairo has refused to take on these refugees and U.S. Vice President Kamala 
Harris said Saturday that Washington would not support Gazans being moved into 


Egypt. 


TRENDPOST: Even if Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin wanted to end the genocide in 
Gaza, he cannot because Ben-Gvir threatened to dissolve the fragile extremist 
government, which would mean the prime minister would face charges that could put 
him behind bars for years. 


With the U.S. continuing to send weapons of death to destroy Gaza, by its action the 
U.S. endorsed genocide of the Palestinians and has endorsed Netanyahu who has 
been Prime Minister of Israel longer than any of his predecessors. (See “EXTREMIST 
RHETORIC IN ISRAEL BECOMES THE NORM” 21 Nov 2023, “JEWISH SETTLER 
(ILLEGAL OCCUPIERS) VIOLENCE SKYROCKETS IN WEST BANK AND NOBODY 
CARES” 7 Nov 2023, “BIDEN SAYS ISRAELI SETTLER ATTACKS IN OCCUPIED 
WEST BANK HAVE TO STOP, BUT DOES NOTHING TO STOP THEM” 31 Oct 2023, 
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“HUNGER STRIKER DEATH SPARKS ROCKET EXCHANGE BETWEEN PALESTINE 
AND ISRAEL” 9 May 2023, “ISRAEL KILLS 3 MORE PALESTINIANS DURING 
ANOTHER DEADLY WEEK” 14 Mar 2023, and “DOES ISRAEL SEEK A ‘FINAL 
SOLUTION FOR PALESTINIANS?’” 14 Feb 2023.) 


Ben-Gvir represents the fringe that has become mainstream in Israel since the 
beginning of the year. Fifteen years ago, he was convicted in an Israeli court for 
inciting racism and supporting an anti-Arab movement which Israel had outlawed as a 
terrorist organization. 


He recently bristled at any thought of an extended ceasefire in Gaza and reminded 
Netanyahu that he owns him. “Stopping the war = dissolution of the government,” he 
posted. 


Netanyahu, no doubt fully aware of what awaits him after his disastrous term, like a 
good boy, said “after completing this stage of the return of our hostages” there is “no 
situation in which we do not go back to fighting until the end.” 


Nightmare in Gaza 


WSWS noted that the World Health Organization called the situation in Gaza a horror 
movie and noted that the people there are still in dire need. The truce allowed 150 
trucks of aid to enter the city, which is significantly lower than the 500 a day that 
entered the city before 7 October. 


Philippe Lazzarini, the head of the UN’s UNRWA, said humanitarian organizations are 
in a race against time and disease spread is “becoming as much a threat as the 
bombardment.” 


Israel admitted that it is not “being surgical” in its bombing and a lot of the targets are 
being selected through a system that uses Artificial Intelligence called The Gospel. 


The Guardian reported that the system has “significantly accelerated a lethal 
production line of targets that officials have compared to a ‘factory. ” 


A former top Israeli military official told the paper that the system was activated during 
Israels May 2021 campaign and it generated 100 targets a day. Israel used to produce 
50 targets in Gaza a year. 


One official, who worked on targeting decisions in previous Gaza operations, told The 
Guardian that the IDF had not previously targeted the homes of junior Hamas 
members for bombings. That has changed during the current conflict. 


“Hamas members who don’t really mean anything live in homes across Gaza. So they 
mark the home and bomb the house and kill everyone there,” the official said. 


U.S. SEN. SCHUMER FOLLOWS NETANYAHU’S LEAD, CALLS ANTI-GENOCIDE 
PROTESTERS ‘ANTISEMITES’ 


Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer 
said last week that the protesters who are 
pushing for a ceasefire in Gaza are on the 
side of antisemites. 


The New York Democrat said these 
individuals are taking “advantage of the 
pro-Palestinian movement to espouse 
hatred and bigotry towards Jewish people.” 


“We see so many of our friends and fellow citizens, particularly young people who 
yearn for justice, unknowingly aiding and abetting their cause,” he said, according to 
WSWS. 


The WSWS report noted that Schumer managed to edit out how Israel was carrying 
out genocide and collective punishment on millions. The report noted that Schumer, 
wisely, did not mention the nightly raids in the West Bank and calls by top Israeli 
leaders for a final solution in Palestine. 


84 


Schumer, always looking to play the victim, wrote an op-ed in The New York Times 
last week that said, “Today, too many Americans are exploiting arguments against 
Israel and leaping toward a virulent antisemitism. The normalization and intensifying of 
this rise in hate is the danger many Jewish people fear most.” 


He went on: “For many Jewish people today, the rise of antisemitism is more than a 
crisis — it’s a five-alarm fire. That’s why I feel compelled to speak out, especially 
considering the growing disparity between how Jewish people understand the rise of 
antisemitism and how many of my non-Jewish friends regard it.” 


It is not surprising that Schumer would take such a stance and his opinion essentially 
matches the approved message from Washington and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu who compared the fighting in Gaza to the Allied Forces in WWII who were 
taking on the German Nazis. 


“Obviously, the Nazis are fighting within civilian quarters, and civilians get killed. In 
fact, many of them were killed,” he said. “Millions were killed. Now, who do you 
protest against? Do you protest against the Nazis or do you protest against the allies? 
And what these people are doing is protesting for sheer evil. That’s wrong. And by the 
way, it’s a condemnation. It’s an indictment of higher education in some of our 
universities.” 


Schumer gave a pro-Israel speech shortly after another meaningless vote in Congress 
about Israel’s right to exist as a country. The document read: “the Jewish people are 
native to the Land of Israel,” and denying the state the right to exist is ‘antisemitic.’” 


TRENDPOST: Even members of “the Squad” were good girls and voted in favor of the 
measure, including Reps. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, Ilhan Omar, and Ayanna Pressley. 
The report noted that Rep. Rashida Tlaib, the only Palestinian member of Congress, 
did not vote no, and instead voted present. (Rep. Thomas Massie, R-Ky., voted against 
the measure but said he agreed with much of the language. (See “BIDEN: MORE U.S. 
ARMS FOR ISRAEL TO KEEP KILLING PALESTINIANS AND DESTROYING GAZA” 28 
Nov 2023, “MAJOR PROTESTS DEMANDING CEASEFIRE IN GAZA GROW, DESPITE 
ISRAEL’S VOW TO EXPAND OPERATION” 21 Nov 2023, “MURDEROUS CLAN: 
EX-U.S. OFFICIALS RALLY AROUND ISRAEL AMID GAZA GENOCIDE” 21 Nov 2023, 
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“TOP ISRAELI POLITICIAN: ‘BURN GAZA NOW...NOTHING LESS!” 21 Nov 2023, 
“OLMERT: ‘WAR MUST GO ON’ IN GAZA” 21 Nov 2023 and “MOST AMERICANS 
WANT CEASEFIRE IN GAZA, NEW POLL SAYS” 21 Nov 2023.) 


Schumer, with all of his anti-Palestinian propaganda, will not face a censure vote for 
approving the genocide in Gaza and stoking anti-Palestinian hate in the U.S. by using 
Israel’s tried-and-true technique of guilt by association. Members of Congress— who 
know about as much history in Israel as they do about Ukraine — believe that 
Palestinians should die because they voted for Hamas. While America, its allies and 
the media report Israeli deaths as tragic, five dead newborns found decaying inside a 
Gaza hospital is considered the cost of doing business and whitewashed out of the 
“news.” 


U.S. GIVES ISRAEL GREEN LIGHT TO KEEP ON KILLING, PROVIDES 
BUNKER-BUSTING BOMBS 


U.S. officials said the U.S. has provided 
tens of thousands of weapons to Israel to 
keep up the killings in Gaza, including 
massive bunker-busting bombs that are 
powerful enough to smash tunnels dug 
deep below ground level. 


The Wall Street Journal, citing U.S. officials, 
reported Saturday that some of the weapons include 15,000 bombs and 57,000 
artillery shells. The paper noted that the U.S. did not previously disclose that it sent 
Israel 100 BLU-109 bunker-buster bombs. These bombs can weigh 2,000 pounds. 


The paper noted that these transfers show how the Biden administration finds itself in 
a predicament: it wants to continue to show Israeli supporters in the U.S. that it stands 
with Israel, but these shipments seem to contradict public pleas to Israeli officials to 
try and limit the amount of civilian casualties. 


Antony Blinken, the U.S. secretary of state, told reporters on Friday that he made it 
clear to Israel that after last week’s pause, “it was imperative that Israel put in place 
clear protections for civilians, and for sustaining humanitarian assistance.” 


Israel renewed its offensive in Gaza shortly after Blinken left the country, which critics 
said showed the U.S. gave the government the approval to continue its campaign. 
Blinken told reporters that it was Hamas’s fault that the truce was broken. Hamas 
called Blinken’s statement nonsense and blamed new Israeli airstrikes. 


On Saturday, Israel targeted southern Gaza with bombings that The New York Times 
reported seemed to be setting the stage for an Israeli ground invasion in the south. 


An unnamed Israeli official told The Times of Israel that Israel plans on creating a new 
buffer on the Gazan side of the border to prevent any future attacks. Al Jazeera noted 
that these proposals for a buffer are controversial. Gaza is only 25 miles long and five 
miles wide, so a new buffer would mean “cramming Gaza’s 2.3 million residents, who 
live in one of the most densely populated areas in the world, into an even smaller 
area.” 


The Times reported earlier this month that Israel’s arsenal of air munitions is made up 
largely of 1,000- and 2,000-pound bombs. The paper noted that it is among the 
largest used by any military force. 


Business Insider, citing analysts, reported that the scale of destruction in Gaza “is 
partly due to the scope of Israel’s bombing campaign but also due to the size of its 
bombs.” 


Israel said it targeted 15,000 positions in Gaza and some weapons experts said they 
have been surprised by Israel’s willingness to use 2,000-pound bombs in densely 


populated areas. 


“It’s beyond anything that I’ve seen in my career,” Marc Garlasco, a military adviser for 
the Dutch organization PAX, told The Times. 
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Garlasco told the paper that Israel maintains thousands of smaller bombs from the 
U.S. that are designed to “limit damage in dense urban areas,” but there is little 
evidence that these bombs are being used. 


TRENDPOST: Gerald Celente has noted how wording matters when it comes to 
foreign policy. Israelis taken by Hamas are correctly called hostages, but Palestinians 
taken by the IDF are called detainees. 


Brian Finucane, a senior advisor at the nonprofit International Crisis Group and former 
attorney-adviser at the State Department, told The WSJ that the U.S.’s decision to 
pump Israel with these 2,000 ordinances seems “inconsistent with reported 
exhortations” from Blinken and others to use smaller-diameter bombs. 


Finucane showcased his bullshit ability. He could have just said Blinken showed the 
world the liar he is. That will not happen because Finucane would never work in that 
town again. (See “BLINKEN: FU! NO CEASEFIRE AS ISRAEL DESTROYS GAZA 
KILLING AND WOUNDING TENS OF THOUSANDS OF MEN, WOMEN AND 
CHILDREN” 14 Nov 2023, “STATE DEPARTMENT DIVIDE: DIPLOMATS CALL ON 
BIDEN ADMINISTRATION TO CONDEMN ISRAEL’S GAZA GENOCIDE” 7 Nov 2023, 
and “SPEECH IS DEAD IN U.S.: COLUMBIA SUSPENDS PRO-PALESTINIAN 
GROUPS THAT HAVE CALLED FOR CEASEFIRE” 14 Nov 2023.) 


The U.S. already provides Israel with $3.8 billion a year in military support. Critics of 
that policy look at Israel and see little more than a large U.S. military base where it can 
influence policy in the Middle East. Indeed, President Joe Biden once said, as senator, 
that if Israel did not exist, the U.S. would have to create it. 


The WSJ reported that the U.S. has provided Israel with more than 5,000 Mk82 
unguided bombs, more than 5,400 Mk84 2,000-pound warhead bombs, and around 
1,000 GBU-39 small-diameter bombs. And on Sunday, Israel’s IDF said they launched 
"around 10,000 airstrikes" in Gaza. 
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TOP DUTCH POLITICIAN GEERT WILDERS’ BULLSHIT, SAYS JORDAN IS 
PALESTINE 


Geert Wilders, whose far-right PVV party 
won a sweeping victory in the Netherlands, 
is a major backer of the apartheid state of 
Israel, and told reporters that Palestinians 
need to go back to their real home in 
Jordan. 


“Jordan is Palestine,” Wilders tweeted last 
week. 


The comment, which was quickly picked up by scholars and his critics who said he 
sounded as vacuous as former U.S. President Donald Trump, who himself was led by 
Israelis. Wilders came up with a so-called peace plan, which includes the forced 
removal of Palestinians from Gaza and the West Bank. 


The Palestinian Authority said the comment was nothing more than a “call to escalate 
the aggression against our people and a blatant interference in their affairs and future.” 


The party called on the Dutch government to “condemn and reject” these statements, 
“in line with international law and international legitimacy.” 


The UAE embassy in the Netherlands posted on X: “Irresponsible statements made by 
Dutch parliamentarian Geert Wilders [are] considered interference in the internal affairs 
of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, and [are] rejected and condemned.” 


Jordan also called out Wilders comments as a “racist position.” 

Wilders, the hardline populist’s election victory, was seen as the European Union’s 
ongoing lurch to the “far-right,” and further cements our forecast that COVID-19 
lockdowns, uncontrolled immigration, and a worsening quality of life, will lead toa 
dramatic shift that we are now witnessing. (See “AS FORECAST: NETHERLANDS 
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BREAKS TO THE HARD RIGHT, FURTHER CEMENTING OUR TREND FORECAST” 28 
November 2023.) 


Wilders’ party won 37 seats in parliament to become the country’s largest party. He 
has vowed to “continue to moderate” his positions to become the country’s new prime 
minister. 


But it is unclear if he ever read the 1917 Balfour Declaration that laid out Britain's 
aspirations when the land was being divided during WWI. 


The brief letter was from British Foreign Secretary Arthur Balfour to Lionel Walter 
Rothschild, “Lord Rothschild,” a leader of the British Jewish community. 


“His majesty's government view with favor the establishment in Palestine of a national 
home for the Jewish people and will use their best endeavors to facilitate the 
achievement of this object,” the letter read, in part. 


Al Jazeera noted that the declaration promised Jewish people a land where the 
natives made up more than 90 percent of the population. 


“The pledge is generally viewed as one of the main catalysts of the Nakba - the ethnic 
cleansing of Palestine in 1948 — and the conflict that ensued with the Zionist state of 
Israel,” the report stated. 


TRENDPOST: Jordanians have demonstrated against Israel’s bombing campaign in 
Gaza and have praised the Palestinians who have rejected the brutal decades-long 
occupation. 


“No fuel, no electricity, no food, no water—and Gaza is the terrorist?” one protester 
said, according to Foreign Policy. The magazine noted that Jordan depends on U.S. 
aid, but protesters have lashed out against the government’s cozy relationship with 
Washington, which has allowed the genocide. The relationship between Jordan and 
Israel has been worsening for years amid Israel’s “continued violation of Palestinian 
rights and incursions into Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa Mosque, which is administered by 
Jordan.” 
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“If any other country in the world did a fragment of what Israel did, it would have 
sanctions imposed on it from every corner of the world,” Ayman Safadi, the Jordanian 
foreign minister, said, according to the report. 


ISRAEL’S SMOTRICH: WEST BANK IS HOME TO 2 MILLION NAZIS 


Bezalel Smotrich, Israel’s far-right finance 

| minister in charge of West Bank territories, 
told The Times of Israel last week that there 

= are 2 million “Nazis” living in the West Bank 
4 after recent opinion polls showed most living 
in the region approved Hamas’s 7 October 
æ attack. 


The paper asked him about security funding in the West Bank, and Smotrich indicated 
that Israel will have to up its game. 


“There are 2 million Nazis in Judea and Samaria, who hate us exactly as do the Nazis 
of Hamas-ISIS in Gaza,” he said, according to the paper. The paper noted about 3 
million Palestinians live in the West Bank. Smotrich’s comments reflect Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu’s position that anyone who does not outright condemn the 
Hamas attack is today’s equivalent of a German Nazi. 


Israel has killed more than 15,000 Palestinians in Gaza in retaliation, including more 
than 6,150 children and 4,000 women, Middle East Eye reported. Two surveys in 
November found that about two-thirds of Palestinians in Judea and Samaria 
supported the attack that killed 1,200 Israelis, JNS.org reported. 


Smotrich has already called on the government to “create wide security areas around 
settlements and roads, and prevent Arabs from approaching them,” the report said. 
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TRENDPOST: Our readers are familiar with Smotrich, who, long before the Hamas 
attack, called on Israeli forces to wipe out an entire Palestinian village earlier this year. 
He has endorsed the all-out bombing campaign and initially rejected calls for a 
ceasefire —even if it meant no release of hostages. (He later approved of the ceasefire, 
only after he was assured Israel would continue its bombing campaign after the 
temporary pause.) 


Smotrich called the decision to allow two fuel trucks to enter Gaza a “grave mistake.” 
The amount of fuel was considered a pittance for what was need in hospitals and 
homes. 


Itamar Ben Gvir, Netanyahu’s minister overseeing Israel’s police, agreed with Smotrich 
at the time: “So long as our hostages don’t even get a visit from the Red Cross, there’s 
no sense in giving the enemy humanitarian gifts.” 


The Trends Journal has reported extensively on how there’s a double standard when 
it comes to U.S. and Israel’s foreign policy. (See “STATE DEPARTMENT DIVIDE: 
DIPLOMATS CALL ON BIDEN ADMINISTRATION TO CONDEMN ISRAEL’S GAZA 
GENOCIDE” 7 Nov 2023, “TOP TREND 2023, MIDEAST MELTDOWN: ISRAEL WAR 
THREATENS GLOBAL ECONOMY” 7 Nov 2023, “HEZBOLLAH HEAD WARNS 
ISRAEL: KEEP KILLING PALESTINIANS, GET READY FOR MULTI-FRONT WAR” 7 
Nov 2023, and “PRO-ISRAEL BILLIONAIRE PUSHES CENSORSHIP. WANTS TO 
ENFORCE FINANCIAL BLOCKADE AGAINST PENN STATE” 7 Nov 2023.) 


In the meantime, Netanyahu has shown no signs of slowing the murders in Gaza. 
He reportedly told fellow members of his Likud party that he is the only leader in Israel 
who can prevent any hope for a Palestinian state in Gaza or the West Bank after the 


ongoing war against Hamas. 


The Times of Israel, citing the Kan public broadcaster, reported that Netanyahu made 
the remark as support for his party erodes. 


The paper wrote: The stance clashes directly with the policy of the Biden 
administration, which has sought to revive talk of a two-state solution in order to 
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maintain the support of the Arab world, as he continues to offer full-throttled backing 
of Israel. 


Netanyahu said Israel will take control of the security oversight in Gaza after the war 
and—no matter who ends up governing the city in the future— Israel will need to have 
the ability to enter the city at any time to “kill the killers.” 


WEST BANK BECOMES LIVING HELL FOR PALESTINIANS AS ISRAELI 
‘SETTLERS’ GROW MORE DANGEROUS 


| Life for Palestinians living in the West Bank 
wa) Nas become a living hell since the Hamas 

ym invasion in October as Israeli defense 

we) forces and extremist settlers take the 

wm initiative in the region. 


The Los Angeles Times reported last week 
that the Hamas attack has “intensified the 
settler movement in the occupied West Bank, where for decades Jewish enclaves 
have risen on strategic hilltops to blunt the chances of a future Palestinian state. The 
paper said there are about 500,000 Israeli “settlers” who are protected by the IDF and 
police. The paper said these Israelis “essentially have free rein among 2.7 million 
Palestinians.” 


There has been a stealth war in the West Bank for about two years, and that has only 
intensified since the Hamas attack. Since then, about 2,000 Palestinians in the West 
Bank have been arrested and 200 Palestinians in the region have been killed, including 
an 8-year-old boy who was gunned down by Israeli forces in Jenin. The incident was 
caught on video and the troops did not try to save the boy. 


The Times of Israel, citing “data seen” by the paper, said 60 percent of those killed 
were either armed with a firearm or an explosive. The paper, citing Yesh Din, said there 


have been 185 settler attacks against Palestinians since 7 October. 
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Most of these incidents have occurred in Area C, The L.A. Times reported. About 60 
percent of the area is made up of Jewish settlements —in violation of international 
law—and controlled by Israeli forces. The paper said these settlements have been 
endorsed by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s extremist Knesset, “but they 
undermine prospects for a lasting peace.” 


The paper spoke to a member of an Israeli militia at an outpost in Area C. He told the 
paper that the Arabs believe this is their land “from the desert to the Dead Sea. But 
that will never exist.” 


“They want death. They’re all the same: Hamas, the Palestinian Authority, ISIS. They 
want to occupy the land of Israel, but the Torah gave us this land. They are savages,” 
he said. 


TRENDPOST: It is not uncommon for Israelis to describe Arabs as less-than-human 
and that trend has become socially acceptable. Top Israeli officials have called them 
“animals” and have called for their extinction. (See “EXTREMIST RHETORIC IN 
ISRAEL BECOMES THE NORM” 21 Nov 2023, “TOP UN OFFICIAL STEPS DOWN 
AFTER CALLING ISRAEL’S ACTIONS IN GAZA A ‘TEXTBOOK CASE OF GENOCIDE” 
7 Nov 2023, “HAARETZ NOTES THAT NEARLY HALF OF THOSE KILLED DURING 
HAMAS ATTACK WERE ISRAELI SECURITY FORCES” 31 Oct 2023, and “U.S. 
CALLED OUT BY DEVELOPING WORLD FOR BLATANT HYPOCRISY OVER ISRAEL 
AND RUSSIA” 31 Oct 2023. 


Israeli raids, even before the war, were near nightly occurrences in Jenin. The 
Associated Press reported that since the start of 2023 to 6 October, 197 Palestinians 
were killed in the West Bank by Israeli forces. 


“Since the start of the war, I’ve seen on the ground myself that the Israeli army has 
changed the rules of engagement in the West Bank,” Mohammed Daraghmeh, the 
bureau chief of Asharq News, an Arabic language television network, wrote in Haaretz. 
“Soldiers have begun firing live bullets in situations that in the past they would have 
refrained, apparently aiming to kill any target they see as a threat, among them a 
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70-year-old man in Tubas, near Nablus, and a handicapped 65-year-old man in 
Tulkarem.” 


It is worth noting that the Western media justifies Israeli attacks on some of the 
poorest refugee camps by labeling those who fight back as “militants.” 


Earlier this year, Bezalel Smotrich, the finance minister, called on the IDF to stop arrest 
raids and carry out a broad military operation on these camps. Smotrich has denied 
the existence of a Palestinian people and has called for an entire Palestinian town to 
be “erased.” 


Daniel Kurtzer, who served in Tel Aviv as the U.S. ambassador to Israel during the 
George W. Bush administration, accused Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s 
hardline government of breaking a 2004 deal with Washington by legalizing a group of 
nationalist and religious settlements in the West Bank, The Guardian reported in 
February. He urged the Biden administration to take further steps in preventing Israel’s 
“creeping annexation.” 


He told the paper that it is a “significant violation” of a commitment that the Israeli 
government made with the U.S. to dismantle illegal outposts and illegal settlements. 


CYNTHIA NIXON ANNOUNCES HUNGER STRIKE FOR GAZA AFTER TALK WITH 
JEWISH SON 


Cynthia Nixon, the actress best known for 
“Sex and the City,” who was a former New 
York governor hopeful, announced in front 
of the White House last week that she 
would begin a five-day fast to draw 
attention to the White House’s support of 
Israel’s relentless bombing campaign in 
Gaza. 
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Nixon noted how in seven weeks of fighting, the IDF killed more “civilians on a tiny 
strip of land than was killed in 20 years of war in the entire country of Afghanistan,” 
according to The Guardian newspaper. 


“Im sick and tired of people explaining this away by saying that civilian casualties are 
a routine toll of war,” she added. “There is nothing routine about these figures. There is 
nothing routine about these deaths.” 


She said the pace in which Israel has been bombing Gaza is almost hard to 
comprehend. She noted last Monday that the 6,150 dead Palestinian children are the 
highest number of minors killed in any warzone in all of 2022. She said if the bombing 
continued at the current pace, there would not be a house left standing in the entire 
enclave by Christmas Eve. 


She spoke to the paper separately and asked the reporter to try and imagine if a terror 
cell was located somewhere in Maryland. 


“Would the response be to then completely bomb the civilian population because 
they're hiding in a house somewhere? It doesn't make any sense. We just keep getting 
this message that Palestinian lives are of less value. Immediately when you substitute 
British lives or American lives or any other nationality, you immediately see that's 
crazy, how could we ever?” 


TRENDPOST: Nixon noted that two of her three children are Jewish. She told The Cut 
that her oldest son is “extremely involved in the movement for justice for Palestinians 
and has been very active in Chicago, where he lives and was arrested for his protest 
about a week and a half ago.” 


Indeed, The Guardian reported that the protest that Nixon attended was organized by 
some Jewish groups, including Jewish Voice for Peace and If Not Now. The Trends 
Journal has documented this movement. (See “MILLIONS KEEP PROTESTING 
CALLING FOR A PERMANENT CEASEFIRE AS GAZA DEATH TOLL JUMPS” 28 Nov 
2023, “MAJOR PROTESTS DEMANDING CEASEFIRE IN GAZA GROW, DESPITE 
ISRAEL’S VOW TO EXPAND OPERATION” 21 Nov 2023, “ANTI-ISRAELI-WAR 
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PROTESTS BREAK OUT AROUND THE WORLD IN OPPOSITION TO GAZA 
GENOCIDE, FACE MEDIA BLACKOUTS” 14 Nov 2023.) 


Nixon told The Cut that her son, who is Jewish, has been a strong advocate for 
Palestinians and told her that she has a much larger megaphone than him. 


“His Jewish identity is very central to him. He’s the grandson of two Holocaust 
survivors. He said, for him, ‘never again’ means never again for everyone. As a Jew, he 
feels he has a particular obligation to make sure this doesn’t happen again to another 
group of people. For everyone in our family, antisemitism is not a joke. It’s a serious 
and terrifying thing. In a recent article, my son said, for him, having antisemitism 
thrown about like a political football for warmongers is particularly upsetting. | couldn’t 
agree more.” 


Dov Hikind, the Zionist former Brooklyn assemblyman, criticized Nixon to The Post, “I 
hope she doesn’t eat for a very long time.” 


“It’s so pathetic. Hamas, the butcher of Jews. ... She wants to give the butchers, the 
barbarians, a victory with a cease-fire. That’s exactly what they want,” he said. 


TRENDPOST: Showing its one-sided coverage and complete support for Israel, each 
day when the New York Post reports on the Israel War that has destroyed over 100,000 
buildings in Gaza, killed nearly 16,000 Palestinians — 40 percent children, 30 percent 
women — and dropped over 10,000 bombs on the open air concentration camp — they 
call it” ISRAEL UNDER ATTACK.” 


And on the Nixon front, their protest in front of the White House got next to no 
coverage. 
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ISRAEL PREPARES FOR YEAR-LONG WAR IN GAZA, WITH GROUND OFFENSIVE 
IN SOUTH BELIEVED TO BE NEXT MOVE 


Israel is working up plans for a long war in 
Gaza that will include a multiphase strategy 
that involves a cocktail of bombing 
Campaigns and a ground invasion inside 
the battered enclave. 


The Financial Times, citing people familiar 
with the preparations, reported that Israel 
aims to kill three of Hamas’s top leaders, Yahya Sinwar, Mohammed Deif, and Marwan 
Issa. Israel also wants to destroy the command-and-control centers and the 
underground tunnel network that Hamas fighters use. 


One source told the paper that, “This will be a very long war...We’re currently not near 
halfway to achieving our objectives.” Another Israeli official told the paper that unlike 
previous wars, which ended, this one will not. 


“The referee won’t blow the whistle and it’s over,” the official said. 


TRENDPOST: John Mearsheimer, the R. Wendell Harrison Distinguished Service 
Professor in the Political Science Department at the University of Chicago, said in an 
interview last week that Israel wants a Palestinian population that submits to Israeli 
domination of greater Israel. 


“You don’t want resistance,” he said. “You don't want an intifada; you don't want what 
happened on October 7. In fact, | think one of the principal reasons why the Israelis are 
pounding Gaza and killing huge numbers of civilians, punishing the civilian population 
in ways that clearly violates the laws of war it's because they want the Palestinians to 
understand that they are not allowed to rise up and resist the occupation. That’s their 
goal. So, | think the Israelis would prefer that the Palestinians roll over and accept 
submission.” 
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Mearsheimer said he does not believe that Israel has the capability of destroying 
Hamas and - as the war drags on - and more Israelis die in the fight, the Israeli 
population will lose its appetite for the war. 


“There is no military solution for Israel here,” he said. “There has to be a political 
solution.” 


He said he believes Israelis are “quite interested in ethnic cleansing” and saw the 
Hamas attack as an opportunity to cleanse Gaza. 


“But that’s not going to happen,” he said. “The Jordanians and the Egyptians have 
made it clear that that’s not happening. The U.S. has made it clear that that’s not 
happening.” 


Nowhere to Go 


About 1.8 million Gazans—or 80 percent of the population—have been forced to flee 
their homes as Israel continues its war campaign. 


An Israeli diplomatic official told Channel 12 news that the IDF revised its plans for 
expanding operations in southern Gaza after last week’s visit by U.S. Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken. Blinken reportedly told Israelis that they must do a better jump 
in preventing civilian casualties and avoid targeting hospitals and schools. 


Vice President Kamala Harris, who was in Dubai, said, “Far too many Palestinian 
civilians have been killed and Israel must do more to protect innocent civilians.” 


The Washington Post reported that Israeli officials said the second phase of the war 
would continue until Israel had achieved its goals. 


“The war will be ongoing for whatever time it takes to completely destroy Hamas and 


get back the hostages,” Ofir Gendelman, the Israeli government spokesman, said, 
according to the paper. 


99 


TRENDPOST: Israel continues to have American politicians in its pockets, and firmly 
on the side of genocide. 


Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., appeared on CNN and repeated his claim that the 
Israeli government needs to do whatever it needs to do to make sure it destroys 
Hamas. 


“I don’t want any Palestinian to die, but how do you do this? Vice President Harris, tell 
Israel how to destroy Hamas in a way not to hurt innocent Palestinians and PII pass it 
along,” he said. 


“The reason so many Palestinians are dying, | think, is because Hamas wants them to 
die. If you have ideas about lessening civilian casualties, let me know, FII tell Israel. But 
the idea of Hamas still standing when this is over would be the ultimate strategic 
failure,” he said. 


He continued, “What is too many people dying in World War II after Pearl Harbor? Did 
the American public worry about how many people were dying to destroy Tokyo and 
Berlin? | know this is not the same, but it’s similar.” 


Graham represents the worst this country has to offer, but shows the mindset in 
Washington. (See “U.S. KNESSET SPEAKER MIKE JOHNSON SAYS CALLS FORA 
CEASEFIRE IN GAZA ARE ‘OUTRAGEOUS”’” 21 Nov 2023, “ISRAEL’S GENOCIDE IN 
GAZA SHIFTS PUBLIC OPINION IN U.S.” 28 Nov 2023, and “ISRAEL: BOMBS AWAY 
OVER PALESTINIAN REFUGEE CAMP” 7 Nov 2023.) 


Mearsheimer said there are two possible outcomes in this war: a two-state solution, or 
a return to Israel occupation and life under an apartheid government for Palestinians. 
The expansion of settlers in the West Bank shows that Israel and the U.S. are not 
serious about a two-state solution. 
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BY WORDS AND DEEDS, ISRAEL IS COMMITTING GENOCIDE 


By words, deeds and definition, Israel’s 
mass bombing of Gaza and its killing 
thousands of Palestinian civilians who have 
=, nowhere to hide is genocide: the deliberate 
| killing of a large number of people from a 
particular nation or ethnic group with the 
aim of destroying that nation or group. "A 
Campaign of genocide." 


Matan Vilnai, Israel’s former deputy defense minister, said in 2008 that the increasing 
tensions between Israel and Palestinians in Gaza could bring on a shoah, or 
holocaust. 


“The more Qassam [rocket] fire intensifies and the rockets reach a longer range, they 
will bring upon themselves a bigger shoah because we will use all our might to defend 
ourselves,” he said. 


Ayelet Shaked, the former Israeli justice minister, said in 2014 that “the entire 
Palestinian people is the enemy” and called for the destruction of Palestine, “including 
its elderly and its women, its cities and its villages, its property and its infrastructure.” 


Moshe Feiglin, then-deputy speaker of the Israeli Knesset and member of Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s ruling Likud Party, also said in 2014 that Israel should 
begin work to move Palestinians to “tent encampments [on the Sinai border]...until 
relevant emigration destinations are determined.” 


“After the IDF completes the ‘softening’ of the targets with its fire-power, the IDF will 
conquer the entire Gaza, using all the means necessary to minimize any harm to our 
soldiers, with no other Considerations,” he wrote, according to a list of incendiary 
comments compiled by the Center for Constitutional Rights. 


He recently called this a good time for Israel to burn Gaza to the ground. 
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“We have to realize that the fact that 18 days have passed since then and we still have 
not revenged, in a biblical way, and have not caused all of our neighbors and all the 
antisemites all over the world ... we have lost the basic right of every Jew on the globe 
to exist. And this is because we did not burn Gaza to ashes immediately, immediately! 
And even worse than that. We have invited the Americans to come. We didn’t do this 
in 1948, in 1956, in 1967 or in 1973. Thanks to [Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu] Bibi we have created a Banana Republic here under the wings of 
America.” 


Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said earlier this year, “The Jewish people have an 
exclusive and inalienable right to all parts of the Land of Israel. The government will 
promote and develop the settlement of all parts of the Land of Israel.” 


Zvika Fogel, another prominent right wing Israeli member of parliament, has called for 
genocide in his promotion of a “final war” against the Palestinians to “subdue them 
once and for all.” (See “DOES ISRAEL SEEK A ‘FINAL SOLUTION FOR 
PALESTINIANS?’” 14 Feb 2023.) 


Amichai Eliyahu, Israel’s Jerusalem Affairs and Heritage Minister who said in an 
interview that a nuclear strike is an option for Gaza since there are no innocent 
civilians, also said Israeli settlements in Gaza should be reestablished after the war 
ends. 
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WHAT DOES BOMBING APARTMENT BUILDINGS AND KILLING THOUSANDS OF 
WOMEN AND CHILDREN HAVE TO DO WITH DEFEATING HAMAS? 


Israel expanded its bombing campaign in 
southern Gaza on Friday and a video 

= emerged of Israeli warplanes launching a 
series of missiles on the Hamad towers in 
Khan Younis — destroying six residential 
buildings. 


The IDF said Saturday that it carried out 
airstrikes against over 400 targets across Gaza in one day—after the fighting resumed. 
Israel is now focusing on the southern region of the city. 


Reports have said there about 1.8 million Gazans stuffed inside makeshift facilities 
and temporary housing in southern Gaza. These Palestinians have been forced to 
make their way through various Israeli checkpoints and many are carrying everything 
they own in plastic bags, The Financial Times reported. 


While the south was not off-limits to Israeli airstrikes, it was once considered a safe 
option for Gazans. On Friday, they received a message from the IDF that a “crushing 
military offensive” will soon begin. They were told to begin moving immediately. 


Philippe Lazzarini, head of UNRWA, the UN Palestinian refugee agency, told the paper 
that there is nowhere safe in Gaza. 


“If we want to talk about safer areas, we have to insist on stricter adherence to 
international humanitarian law,” he said. 


One 38-year-old who fled northern Gaza and was now in the southern region told the 
paper, “Where should we go? How can we live when there’s no food, no water to drink 
and it’s cold?” 


As of Monday, the BBC, citing Israeli army radio, reported that ground forces are 
pushing into the southern region of the city. 


“We fought strongly and thoroughly in the northern Gaza Strip, and we are also doing 
it now in the southern Gaza Strip,” Lt. Gen. Herzi Halevi told his forces, according to 
the BBC. 


Israel is trying to justify its invasion into southern Gaza’s Khan Younis by describing 
the city as a major hub of Hamas leadership. 


UN officials told The New York Times that 22,000 people have taken refuge at a 
training center in the city that is designed to shelter one-tenth of that number. The 
paper said people are largely sleeping outside and UN workers have stopped giving 
out water and flour because there is none. 


The BBC reported that satellite images show that 98,000 buildings across Gaza may 
have been damaged in Israel’s bombing campaign—this was before Israel picked up 
its fighting after a brief truce led to an uptick in violence. 


TRENDPOST: The collective punishment in Gaza has nothing to do with ridding the 
world of Hamas. Egypt has warned that Israel is bombing Gaza into ruins with the 
belief refugees would flood into Egypt. Last month Egyptian Member of Parliament 
Mustafa Bakri said Egypt "has warned both Israel and other international parties that it 
will fight any efforts to try and resettle Palestinians in the Sinai.” 


Thus, you must have a brain the size of a pea to believe the Netanyahu government’s 
claim that its bombings on hospitals, UN centers, and schools is to smash Hamas. We 
are witnesses to Israel’s attempt at ethnic cleansing and the ultimate takeover of Gaza 
and turning it into another illegal “settlement”. 


Every Gazan child has been exposed to violence and this has become a war against 
children. Al Jazeera posted a tragic video that showed a little girl—about 8 years 
old—pockmarked with shrapnel asking her uncle if she was dreaming. 


“Uncle, is this a dream or reality?” she could be seen asking. 
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The uncle told her not to be afraid. And to thank God that she was still alive. 


ISRAEL SAW PLANS FOR HAMAS ATTACK, SUPPORTING CLAIM THAT 
NETANYAHU KNEW 


Top Israeli officials knew about the Hamas 
4 plan for a year before the 7 October attack 
= and reportedly brushed it off as unrealistic, 
=< according to a report last week. 


The New York Times reported that these 
Israeli officials managed to obtain the battle 
plan for the attack that killed 1,200 Israelis 
and “dismissed the plan as aspirational,” 


given that it would be hard to carry out. 


The document was called “Jericho Wall” and provided Israel with what the paper said 
was a “point by point” outline of how the attack would unfold. 


U.S. officials told Politico that there was no indication that Israel shared the 
information with the U.S. before the attack. The officials told The Times that if Israel 
responded to the threat, the attack could have been prevented. 


“There are no indicators at this time that the IC [intelligence community] was provided 
the purported ‘Jericho Wall’ document reported last night by The New York Times,” 


one U.S. official, told Politico. “The IC will certainly continue to review its information.” 


One source told Politico that it was “very problematic” that Israel did not share the 
information. 


The NYT report said Hamas followed the blueprint obtained by Israel with “shocking 
precision.” 
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The report said the attack called for drones to knock out security cameras and the 
automated machine guns that line the Gaza-lsrael border. The Times report said it was 
not clear if Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu knew about the attack. 


The 40-page report said Hamas planned a raid that was “unprecedented in its scope.” 


Hamas aimed to carry out a deception operation followed by a “large-scale 
maneuver,” the report said. 


Ron Dermer, the Israeli minister of strategic affairs, told ABC News that the question of 
prior Knowledge of the looming attack will have to be answered after “the war.” 


John Kirby, the White House National Security Council spokesman, said, “Right now, 
certainly on intelligence, the focus has got to be on making sure that Israel has what it 
needs to go after Hamas leadership." 


TRENDPOST: The Times said Israel could have blunted the attack if it took the 
warning seriously. (See “WHEN ALL ELSE FAILS THEY TAKE YOU TO WAR: 
NETANYAHU KNEW ABOUT LOOMING ATTACK” 7 Nov 2023, “ISRAEL WILL MAKE 
HEZBOLLAH PAY IF PARAMILITARY GROUP ENTERS WAR, NETANYAHU SAYS” 24 
Oct 2023 and “POLL: MAJORITY OF JEWISH ISRAELIS SAY NETANYAHU MUST 
RESIGN AT THE END OF THE WAR” 17 Oct 2023.) 


Scott Ritter, the former UN weapons inspector, said in an interview last week that a 
unit in Israel’s intelligence is made up primarily of women who are tasked with 
monitoring cameras inside command posts to make sure there are no unusual 
movements on the border. 


“These women have been reporting for some time that Hamas was doing rehearsals 
for this attack,” he said. “They identified these units, the special forces units for 


Hamas.” 


He said they wrote reports that this attack was looming and tried to go up the chain of 
command in Israel. The Times’s report said the Israeli intelligence agency was warned 
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that Hamas “conducted an intense daylong training exercise that appeared similar to 
what was outlined in the blueprint.” 


“Many of these girls took heavy casualties,” he said, when referring to the invasion. He 
noted that they did not have personal weapons. “When Hamas came across, and 
stormed their command centers, these girls didn’t have any defense.” 


He continued, “A majority of them were killed, and some of them were captured.” 


Ritter said the “men” in charge got the reports from the “women” and Israel is a sexist 
country, and the men said, “Ah, they’re overreacting.” 


“This is criminal,” he said. “This is Netanyahu.” 


Indeed, The Times report said one colonel in the Gaza division rejected the warnings. 
A female analyst said the training “matched the content of Jericho Wall.” 


He said Israeli forces got beat to a standstill because they were thinly manned and 
they ended up calling for air support. 


“The guys on the frontline were screaming, ‘It’s happening, it’s happening.” 
“Nobody did anything,” he said. 
When Israeli forces arrived to provide support, they were in panic. 


“What Hamas did is achieve absolute tactical dominance of the battlefield. They came 
across, they penetrated the lines, they knew exactly where they were going.” 


Hamas took out Israeli communication lines. 
“They [Israeli forces] were absolutely panicked, so when they got there, they just 


started shooting. A lot of the Israelis who were killed early on were shot by Israeli 
soldiers who misidentified them as Hamas,” he said. 
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“The notion that the IDF is invincible was shattered that day,” Ritter said. 


ANTI-GENOCIDE PROTESTS CONTINUE TO BREAK OUT AROUND THE WORLD, 


$ Protests continued to break out around the 
à world to criticize Israel’s ongoing genocide 
‘in Gaza that killed about 16,000 people — 
wy. about 70 percent women and children. 


The Trends Journal has documented some 
?. of them that have largely been ignored in the 
mainstream news media. Some protesters 
posted images online that showed massive rallies in Los Angeles, Scotland, and 

Yemen. 


NEW YORK: Protesters waving Palestinian flags marched Monday afternoon across 
the Williamsburg Bridge to voice their outrage, chanting: “New York did nada... long 
live the Intifada,” and “five, six, seven, eight, Israel is a terror state,” according to Fox 5 
New York. 


TruthOut reported that since the Hamas attack on 7 October, the New York City Police 
Department has been using various methods to track protesters to make 239 arrests. 
The most common method is drone surveillance. The report, citing Gothamist, said 
the police, in general, more than tripled its use of drones in 2023 than in previous 
years. 


Last week, several people were arrested during the Rockefeller Tree Lighting. 


CHICAGO: Hundreds marched in the Windy City on Saturday, urging the U.S. to cut 
Israel off from aid. 
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The Chicago Coalition for Justice in Palestine organized the march in response to the 
resumption of Israeli genocide in Gaza, Fox 32 Chicago reported. 


TRENDPOST: It is worth noting that the Fox 32 report read, “Some protesters became 
a bit aggressive against the media outside of FOX 32 studios along Michigan Avenue, 
but a strong showing of Chicago police officers kept everything peaceful.” 


Again, this is fear-based propaganda trying to act that calling for an end to genocide is 
the same as celebrating the Hamas attack on 7 October. 


MELBOURNE: Pro-Palestine protesters in the Australian city of Melbourne stormed a 
hotel lobby holding baby dolls doused in fake blood to rail against the atrocities 
committed by Israel during its war in Gaza. 


One of the posters read, “Stop arming Israel. Free Palestine.” 


Voice of America reported that police eventually broke up the protest. The hotel was 
housing an Israeli delegation of relatives somehow impacted by the Hamas attack, 
and they were removed from the hotel. 


Peter Dutton, a conservative opposition leader, called the protest an “act of depravity.” 


LONDON: At least two people were arrested during a pro-Palestine demonstration in 
London in what organizers called a “day of action,” according to the Associated Press. 


The protests in London have occurred for eight straight weeks and the one on 
Saturday began shortly after Israel began its bombing campaign in Gaza after a brief 
pause. The Guardian reported that hundreds of thousands have taken to the streets, 
including 800,000 on 11 November. 


BERLIN: Several cities across Germany saw pro-Palestine protests last weekend, 
including a demonstration on Saturday in Berlin that drew about 2,000. Some of the 
protesters chanted: “Stop the genocide,” “Israel bombs, Germany pays,” “Viva 
Palestine,” and “Free, free Palestine,” according to Anadolu Ajansi. 
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Germany has come out strongly behind Israel and has taken measures to stymie 
protests by banning some—calling them antisemitic. We reported how Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz had an awkward meeting with Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan, who has 
spoken out against Israel’s response. (See “ERDOGAN CALLS ISRAEL A TERRORIST 
STATE, WARNS NETANYAHU ON NUKES” 21 Nov 2023.) 


MADRID: Hundreds joined a protest in the Spanish town of Guernica, which was the 
scene of a 1937 bombing campaign by Germany on the defenseless population. 
Hundreds joined the protest on Friday. 


“We have always felt sympathy for the Palestinians because we suffered under the 
dictatorship and have undergone a long conflict with the Spanish state and 
independence groups here,” one demonstrator told Al Jazeera. 


The report noted that Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez has spoken out against 
Israel’s atrocities. 


“The footage we are seeing and the growing numbers of children dying, | have serious 
doubts [Israel] is complying with international humanitarian law,” he said, according to 
the report. 


TRENDPOST: Israel wants its Western allies to crush these protests because they 


reveal a shift in public opinion that does not bode well for Israel, which relies on U.S. 
support. 
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THE U.S., NOT ISRAEL, IS THE MAIN COMBATANT IN THE 
WAR AGAINST HAMAS 


by Paul Craig Roberts 

In terms of costs and munitions, Washington, not Israel, is the main combatant against 
Gaza. On December 1 The Wall Street Journal re d that Washington has sent 
Israel 15,000 bombs and 57,000 artillery shells. 

Blinken the Hypocrite urged Netanyahu not to kill too many women and children with 


the arsenal provided courtesy of U.S. taxpayers. Tell us, Blinken, how many is too 
many? How far can the genocide proceed before the U.S. government opposes it? 
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Now that we Americans are all implicated in genocide, how does it feel? Are you a 
Proud American? 


So far Israel using American weapons has murdered countless thousands of civilians, 
damaged or destroyed 100,000 buildings, largely homes, displaced 1.7 million of the 
2.3 million Palestinians, and left Gaza without medical facilities. 

Israel has announced that the war will be long and the intent is to leave Gaza a 
depopulated ruin. Israel has also announced its intent to hunt down and murder 
Hamas leaders in Turkey, Qatar, Lebanon and wherever else they might be. 


Christian Zionists who have forsaken Christ for Israel find themselves fully aligned with 
Genocide. Evil is upon them and us. The inaction of the world leaves every 
government complicit in genocide. 


Justice has been taken from the Earth. Power alone reigns. 


The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author[s] and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of The Trends Journal. 
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THE FOOLS ON CAPITOL HILL 
by Philip Giraldi 


Americans remain largely ignorant about the extent to which foreign influence 
pervades the United States government, and | am not referring to the fraudulent 
claims made by Hillary Clinton that Russia has interfered materially in U.S. elections. 
The real threat comes from elsewhere. Few outside the government itself are likely to 
be aware of the extent to which the state of Israel and its domestic affiliate-lobby 
operating out of Washington and New York have corrupted the United States political 
system, to the point where nurturing and enabling the Jewish state in its ambitions to 
dominate much of the Middle East has become effectively U.S. policy. 


As the exchanges surrounding the recent fighting in Gaza, rightly referred to as a war 
crime and ethnic cleansing, perhaps even the first steps in a planned genocide, 
demonstrate that even when the U.S. has genuine interests at stake Israel believes 
itself empowered to say “no” to the president of the United States. The assault on 
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Gaza and the ongoing killing of tens of thousands of Palestinians started again on 
Friday after a week-long pause for hostage/prisoner exchanges. It will continue and 
Washington is complicit in the deaths as it has politically shielded Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu’s government no matter what it does while also arming and 
funding the Israeli actions. 


Former Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon once said that “We the Jewish people 
control America.” Indeed, the Israeli dominance of the “fools on the hill” in DC has 
been carefully contrived, cultivated and sustained. One prime example is the regular 
rush to the Israeli door whenever Congress is in recess. It is not widely reported how 
large gaggles of congressmen usually drawn in separate groups from each major party 
travel to Israel on all expenses paid trips where they are wined and dined and 
subjected to round after round of presentations that drill into their otherwise empty 
heads all the virtues of Israel and what it represents. 


This is propaganda combined with indoctrination at its finest with many “facts” 
presented by the speakers conveniently fabricated to support Israel’s perpetual 
victimhood and to hide the fact that Israel is a strategic liability for the U.S. rather than 
an actual ally or asset. Nor is it a democracy. It is a formula for dissimulation and lying 
that worked with the Jewish officials in the Pentagon under George W. Bush to 
provoke a war against Saddam Hussein that killed one million Iraqis and cost the U.S. 


taxpayer nearly $2 trillion. 


The trips to Israel are funded by the “educational” affiliate of the American-lsrael 
Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC) called the American Israel Education Foundation 
(AIEF). One might reasonably ask why an organization connected to AIPAC, which 
describes itself on its website as having the “mission” to “...strengthen, protect and 
promote the US-Israel relationship in ways that enhance the security of the United 
States and Israel,” should be able to fund the annual mass migration of 
congress-critters to promote Israeli interests without having to register under the 
Foreign Agents Registration Act (FARA) as an agent of the Jewish state’s government? 
The answer is actually quite simple. Congress and the Justice Department have been 
so corrupted by pro-Israel money and other manifestations of Jewish power that they 
do not enforce the law when it comes to Israel. The venal creatures in Congress are a 
large part of why that is so. 
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And the trips are structured in a way that discourages any actual discussions of real 
issues affecting the two countries. The payoff is exceptional from Israel’s point of view, 
with the United States serving as, in Netanyahu’s own words, a near unlimited source 
of money and weapons from a country in thrall, an “America [that] is a thing you can 
move very easily, move it in the right direction” possessing “an inherently dupable 
people.” 


One particularly tone-deaf recent trip to Israel occurred in 2019. In the wake of two 
heavily reported mass killings in Dayton and El Paso that were attributed both by the 
media and the Democrats to “racism” a senior U.S. Congressman led a delegation of 
41 of his Democratic Party colleagues plus spouses on a week-long luxury 
all-expenses-paid trip to Israel, which is one of the few countries in the world that 
defines its full citizenship as a matter of race and religion and which was at that time 
as now widely criticized for its human rights record. House Majority Leader Steny 
Hoyer of Maryland led the annual excursion, having made the pilgrimage to Israel 
more than fifteen times. “I am pleased to join so many House Democrats in traveling 
to Israel to reaffirm our support for a critical US ally and to continue learning about the 
opportunities and the challenges facing Israel and the Middle East,” he said shortly 


before departing for Tel Aviv. 


Other politicians at state levels have followed the federal government lead by making 
their way to Israel to kiss Benjamin Netanyahu’s ring. Governor Ron DeSantis of 
Florida, who is a presidential aspirant, has gone way overboard in expressing his love 
for the Jewish state. He transported his whole cabinet to Jerusalem to publicize his 
legislation to combat what he views as antisemitism and has followed through on that 
by banning Palestinian student groups at the state universities. He also opposes 
allowing Palestinian immigrants into the U.S. because they are “antisemites.” 


More recently, California governor Gavin Newsom has made the pilgrimage trip and 
his office has released his comments on just how wonderful Israel is. He wrote his 
heart out, meaning that the memo is totally phony and contrived bullshit which 
demonstrates no sympathy at all for the tens of thousands of Palestinian victims: “As | 
reflect back on the extraordinary people | just met today in Israel, | am reminded of the 
deep connections between my home state and this country. A country that has faced 
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many dark times before, and certainly is in one now. But amid this present struggle 
against terrorists are stories of unimaginable heroism — and unspeakable tragedy. | 
grieved with families in mourning, | met with young soldiers fresh from bomb shelters 
and battlefields, and | sat with leaders who bear the responsibility of response to it all. 
Despite the horror, what | saw and heard from the people of Israel was a profound 
sense of resilience. A commitment to community and common purpose, especially in 
these most difficult of times. That’s the Israeli spirit. And it’s also the California 
spirit...” 


Republican presidential wannabe Chris Christie has also recently shown up in the 
Jewish state to kiss the ring and we expect that Nikki Haley will soon arrive bowing 
and scraping, particularly as it is Jewish money honoring her passion for Israel that is 
floating her campaign. And there is lots of love even at the bureaucratic level in a 
number of states to make sure Israel is getting enough American money. In some 
states including Virginia Israel trade commissions have been funded which have 
benefited Israeli businesses and investors much more than local workers or 
companies. In Virginia the commission is staffed by American Jews and Israelis even 
though it is funded by the state. 


The Israeli power over Congress is also reflected in billions of tax dollars that flow 
from the U.S. Treasury to the Jewish state each year in spite of the fact that Israel is a 
wealthy country. Also one might consider the White House’s supine behavior vis-a-vis 
Netanyahu and its large percentage of senior level staff appointments that are given to 
Jews. 


Donald Trump gave away the house to Netanyahu by moving the U.S. Embassy to 
Jerusalem, approving the annexation of the Golan Heights, and giving the Israeli 
government a free hand to “deal with” the illegally occupied Palestinian areas on the 
West Bank and Gaza, which has produced thousands of Arab arrests without trial. 
Trump’s Ambassador to Israel was his lawyer David Friedman, who spent four years 
covering for Israel and represented its interests rather than those of the United States. 
Biden arguably has done even worse by becoming complicit in war crimes by 
enabling Netanyahu and his band of criminals to perform a developing genocide in 
Gaza. 
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One must look at how the power of the Lobby has influenced senior staffing decisions 
coming from the White House in Israel’s favor because that is where foreign policy is 
made. President Joe Biden personally considers himself to be a “Zionist.” The 
president’s Chief of Staff and the State Department’s top three officials have been 
Zionist Jews. Jews also head Treasury, Homeland Security, the Office of National 
Intelligence, the Justice Department, the National Security Council and the deputy 
director slot at CIA. 


Regarding some other appointments that smell very bad, two recent stories stand out. 
The first, entitled “Tel Aviv’s Man in Washington”, comes from journalist James 
Carden. It concerns Amos Hochstein who has been reportedly tapped as President 
Joe Biden senior adviser for consultations with top Israeli officials in order to mediate 
between Israel and Lebanon. Hochstein is an odd choice as he was born and raised in 
Jerusalem and is a Jewish Israeli-U.S. dual national who served in the Israeli Defense 
Forces in the early 1990s and who still has a mother and father living in Israel. He 
moved to Washington after military service and began his unusually rapid ascent to 
the highest levels of the U.S. government, beginning with a staff position for Jewish 
Congressman Sam Gejdenson and then as Staff Director of the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee. 


It is not clear how he obtained a security clearance given his background, but he 
obviously was given highly sensitive assignments. Carden cites the Lebanese news 
source L'Orient which reported that Hochstein, as a congressional staffer in the 
1990s,” met with an Iraqi Foreign Ministry official to discuss a plan to resettle 
Palestinians in Iraq in return for sanctions relief.” This background suggests that 
Hochstein is a bit of a specialist in removing Palestinians from Israel. 


After that job, Hochstein joined the Obama administration, eventually being placed in 
charge of the energy portfolio at the State Department, an astonishing leap in status 
for a man billed as “Biden’s favorite energy guy” who appears to have no college 
degree. And what about a biographical sketch that mentions Hochstein’s ownership 
interests in two Washington restaurants and a movie theater? And then there is his 
obtaining a well remunerated board seat on the Ukrainian state oil and gas giant 
Naftogaz, which positively exudes a Hunter Biden odor? And it was reported that early 
in the Biden administration, Hochstein was the president’s choice to lead efforts to 
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block or destroy the Nord Stream 2 pipeline, which presumably would have inter alia 
enhanced his own likely financial interests in Ukrainian energy companies. 


Carden also poses the big question, which is “How could someone of Hochstein’s 
(opaque) background possibly be viewed as an honest broker in the Middle East?” He 
responds to that himself with “He isn’t” and then goes on to explain “The practice of 
appointing foreign nationals in sensitive positions of public trust are wildly 
inappropriate and lead, inevitably, to a subversion of US national interests. As Biden 
and his staff of bought and paid for political appointees drag us deeper and deeper 
into two wars 5,000 miles from our shores, the pernicious influence of foreign 
nationals at the highest levels of the US government is a danger the American people 
need to awaken to.” 


To that expert analysis | would add that naming an Israeli as U.S.-envoy for dealing 
with a highly manipulative Israel is completely delusional. Hochstein will lean strongly 
towards benefitting his country, which is Israel, and when it comes to energy there are 
large gas and oil fields just off the Gazan coast, which would fall into Israeli hands if 
the Gazans were completely eliminated. The fields are worth many billions of dollars. It 
will be interesting to watch the development of what Hochstein will contrive to hand 
them over to his Jewish countrymen while also benefiting his own interests. 


The other story is similar in that it illustrates why you should not send Israelis or even 
American Jews who feel very strongly about Israel to deal with the Israeli government 
or even anywhere near the Middle East. | say this not to punish them for being Jewish 
but rather to avoid placing them in situations where there would be a presumption of 
serious potential conflict of interest. A former senior U.S. official fitting that profile is 
facing a backlash after being caught on video included on the link repeatedly 
harassing a halal food vendor in New York and aggressively calling for the deaths of 
more Gazan children. Stuart Seldowitz previously served as deputy director of the 
United States Department of State’s Office of Israel and Palestinian Affairs where he 
must have been quite a lot of fun to be around. How does a man like that get a senior 
diplomatic post dealing with the Middle East? Well, the only answer must be that he is 
given the job precisely because he is Jewish and will do the “right thing” for the state 
of Israel. And you wonder why U.S. foreign policy might be politely described as 
“completely screwed up”? It did not happen by accident! 


118 
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THE WHITEHOUSE GOES ROGUE: SECRET SURVEILLANCE 
PROGRAM BREAKS ALL THE LAWS 


by John & Nisha Whitehead 


The government wants us to believe that we have nothing to fear from its mass spying 
programs as long as we’ve done nothing wrong. 


Don’t believe it. 
It doesn’t matter whether you obey every law. The government’s definition of a “bad” 
guy is extraordinarily broad, and it results in the warrantless surveillance of innocent, 


law-abiding Americans on a staggering scale. 


For instance, it was recently revealed that the White House, relying on a set of privacy 
loopholes, has been sidestepping the Fourth Amendment by paying AT&T to allow 
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federal, state, and local law enforcement to access—without a warrant—the phone 
records of Americans who are not suspected of a crime. 


This goes way beyond the NSA’s metadata collection program. 


Operated during the Obama, Trump and now the Biden presidencies, this secret 
dragnet surveillance program (formerly known as Hemisphere and now dubbed Data 
Analytical Services) uses its association with the White House to sidestep a vast array 
of privacy and transparency laws. 


According to Senator Ron Wyden, Hemisphere has been operating without any 
oversight for more than a decade under the guise of cracking down on drug 
traffickers. 


This is how the government routinely breaks the law and gets away with it: in the 
so-called name of national security. 


More than a trillion domestic phone records are mined through this mass surveillance 
program every year, warrantlessly targeting not only those suspected of criminal 


activity but anyone with whom they might have contact, including spouses, children, 
parents, and friends. 


It’s not just law enforcement agencies investigating drug crimes who are using 
Hemisphere to sidestep the Fourth Amendment, either. Those who have received 
training on the program reportedly include postal workers, prison officials, highway 
patrol officers, border cops, and the National Guard. 


It’s a program ripe for abuse, and you can bet it’s getting abused. 
Surveillance, digital stalking and the data mining of the American people— weapons of 
compliance and control in the government’s hands—haven’t made America any safer, 


and they certainly aren’t helping to preserve our freedoms. 


Indeed, America will never be safe as long as the U.S. government is allowed to shred 
the Constitution. 
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The Fourth Amendment was intended to serve as a protective forcefield around our 
persons, our property, our activities, our communications and our movements. It 
keeps the government out of our private business except in certain, extenuating 
circumstances. 


Those extenuating circumstances are spelled out clearly: government officials must 
have probable cause that criminal activity is afoot (a higher legal standard than 
“reasonable suspicion”), which is required by the Constitution before any government 
official can search an individual or his property. 


Unfortunately, all three branches of government—the legislatures, courts and 
executive offices—have given the police state all kinds of leeway when it comes to 
sidestepping the Fourth Amendment. 


As aresult, on a daily basis, Americans are already being made to relinquish the most 
intimate details of who we are—our biological makeup, our genetic blueprints, and our 
biometrics (facial characteristics and structure, fingerprints, iris scans, etc.)—in order 
to clear the nearly insurmountable hurdle that increasingly defines life in the United 
States: we are now guilty until proven innocent. 


Warrantless, dragnet surveillance is the manifestation of a lawless government that 
has gone rogue in its determination to do whatever it wants, whenever it wants, the 
Constitution be damned. 


This creepy new era of government/corporate spying—in which we’re being listened 
to, watched, tracked, followed, mapped, bought, sold and targeted every second of 
every day—has been made possible by a global army of techno-tyrants, electronic 
eavesdroppers, robotic snoops and digital Peeping Toms. 


The government has a veritable arsenal of surveillance tools to track our movements, 
monitor our spending, and sniff out all the ways in which our thoughts, actions and 
social circles might land us on the government’s naughty list, whether or not you’ve 
done anything wrong. 
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Rounding out the list of ways in which the Techno-Corporate State and the U.S. 
government are colluding to nullify the privacy rights of the individual is the Biden 


Administration’s latest drive to harness the power of artificial intelligence technologies 
while claiming to protect the citizenry from harm. 


In his executive order on artificial intelligence, President Biden is calling for guidelines 
on how the government will use Al while simultaneously insisting that corporations 
protect consumer privacy. 


Talk about ironic that the very government that has been covertly invading our privacy 
rights wants to appoint itself the guardian of those rights. 


Tell me this: how do you trust a government that continuously sidesteps the 
Constitution and undermines our rights? You can’t. 


A government that repeatedly lies, cheats, steals, spies, kills, maims, enslaves, breaks 
the laws, overreaches its authority, and abuses its power at almost every turn can’t be 
trusted. 


At a minimum, you shouldn’t trust the government with your privacy, property or 
freedoms. 


Whatever else it may be—a danger, a menace, a threat—the U.S. government is 
certainly not looking out for our best interests. 


Remember the purpose of a good government is to protect the lives and liberties of its 
people. 


Unfortunately, what we have been saddled with is, in almost every regard, the exact 
opposite of an institution dedicated to protecting the lives and liberties of its people. 


All of those freedoms we cherish—the ones enshrined in the Constitution, the ones 


that affirm our right to free speech and assembly, due process, privacy, bodily 
integrity, the right to not have police seize our property without a warrant, or search 
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and detain us without probable cause— amount to nothing when the government and 
its agents are allowed to disregard those prohibitions on government overreach at will. 


This is the grim reality of life in the American police state: our so-called rights have 
been reduced to technicalities in the face of the government’s ongoing power grabs. 


With every court ruling that allows the government to operate above the rule of law, 
every piece of legislation that limits our freedoms, and every act of government 
wrongdoing that goes unpunished, we’re slowly being conditioned to a society in 
which the Constitution means nothing. 


What we need is a digital “No Trespassing” sign that protects our privacy rights and 
affirms our right to be left alone. 


Then again, as | make clear in my book Battlefield America: The War on the American 
People and in its fictional counterpart The Erik Blair Diaries, what we really need is a 
government that respects the rights of the citizenry and obeys the law. 


Constitutional attorney and author John W. Whitehead is founder and president of The 
Rutherford Institute. His latest books The Erik Blair Diaries and Battlefield America: The 
War on the American People are available at www.amazon.com. Whitehead can be 
contacted at johnw@rutherford.org. Nisha Whitehead is the Executive Director of The 
Rutherford Institute. Information about The Rutherford Institute is available at 


www.rutherford.org. 


The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author/s] and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of The Trends Journal. 
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ISRAEL’S WAR OF DECISION 
Israel’s vengeance campaign could easily become a permanent condition of life in the 
Middle East. 


According to Omer Bartov, a strong supporter of Israel and an astute observer of 

events since October 7, “In brief, Israel seems to have no political plan and a very 
hazardous military one. It can only blame itself—not least Netanyahu, but also the 
military leadership —for having arrived at this point.” 


The question for Israelis and the Americans that support them is whether the current 
war in Gaza is a purely reactive war without an attainable political objective beyond 
the stunning level of violence that is destroying Gaza and expelling its Arab 
population. More to the point, is Israel’s desired end state an “Arab-Free Israeli State 
from the Jordan River to the Mediterranean?” 
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If the answer is “yes,” then the Middle East is indeed on the path to a war of decision, 
a war that will govern Israel’s continued existence and the future extent of American 
strategic influence in the Near East and North Africa. This suggests that the regional 
Middle Eastern war that ensues will have little to do with morality and everything to do 
with power. 


To survive a regional war of decision, Israel will have to transform its society into a 
heavily armed fortress, a nation in arms with the capacity to withstand a long, 
devastating siege. Israelis knew from Israel’s inception that a Jewish State in the 
Middle East could only be sustained through force of arms, but transformation into a 
fortress is new. It turns Israel into a battleship with very limited maneuver room. 


In war and peace, the priorities for a battleship, (or for a modern aircraft carrier), are, in 
order, to stay afloat, stay afloat, and stay afloat. To stay afloat in a region that is 
incurably hostile to the Jewish State, Israel must judge what they can achieve with 
military power (including U.S. military power) against what they may lose in terms of 
public support. 


The radicalization of Israeli public opinion may yet lead to the battleship conversion 
because today, the emotions resulting from October 7 are overpowering. The danger 
of allowing emotion, and the extremism that springs from emotion, to determine the 
conduct of warfare can be fatal. 


Israel’s vengeance campaign could easily become a permanent condition of life in the 
Middle East. As always, the historical record is instructive. 

From August 1 to October 1, 1944, the Poles fought a terrific but hopeless battle for 
control of Warsaw against German tanks, artillery, flame-throwers, and automatic 
weapons. Polish fighters killed an estimated 26,000 German and allied — mostly 
Ukrainian—troops, but more than 200,000 Polish men, women, and children lost their 
lives in the fighting. 


SS, police, and combat engineer formations eventually razed the city to the ground. 


Yet when the 60-day campaign ended on October 1, 1944, the German Officers 
reported that the columns of surviving Polish men and women streaming out of 
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Warsaw defiantly sang patriotic songs. The lesson from the Second World War is 
Clear: Killing one’s way out of a problem rarely succeeds. 


If the answer to the fortress option is “no,” then Israelis must end the conflict through 
political or diplomatic means. For the moment, this option seems unlikely. Implacable 
enemies do not live comfortably side by side inside a unitary state. However, Israelis 

should not discount the possibility of a solution. Israelis are, after all, masters of such 


negotiations, having employed them on numerous occasions. 


Netanyahu may reject this idea in the belief that Washington will unconditionally 
support his scorched-earth approach to Gaza and any other potential opponent in the 
region. Washington’s political leaders do tend to operate without much accountability 
to the electorate that installed them, but Washington still responds to major swings in 
U.S. public opinion. The American electorate has already soured on America’s series 
of failed interventions in the Middle East, and there is growing opposition to Israel’s 
conduct of the war in Gaza. 


At this writing, the United States remains committed to ensuring that Israel will 
continue to exist, and the Israeli population will not be destroyed, enslaved, or driven 
into the sea. Still, it is never in the interest of the United States to promote or support 
actions which are viewed by the world as genocide, ethnic cleansing, or in 
contravention of international law. 


Americans have not forgotten the outrages committed by Hamas, but they are also 
horrified by reporting in the New York Times that more civilians or noncombatants may 
have died during the last two months in Gaza than in Ukraine in 18 months of 
high-intensity conventional warfare. 


The proportionality of the response in destroying homes and the lives of children is not 
regarded by most Americans as self-defense. Moreover, it is no secret that Israel's 
settlements on the West Bank of Palestine are military hedgehogs complete with 
barbed wire, garrisons, and stowed arms. They are designed to enclose the 
Palestinian Arabs on their own land and, ultimately, to force them out. 
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There is hardly an American or European alive today that does not know the Jews 
were victims of genocide during Second World War, but this experience does not this 
confer the right to mete out collective punishment to the people who live in Gaza. The 
rising death toll of civilian casualties makes it harder and harder for the White House 
to persist in supporting Israel’s policy of expelling the Arab population from Gaza. 


Given that national survival is Israel’s strategic imperative or top priority, it is hard to 
imagine how the nation-in-arms policy would succeed. !|srael’s economy is already 
fragile. Without substantial infusions of cash from Washington, the Israeli State will 
implode. It would also be a serious mistake to dismiss the seriousness of Turkey’s 


President Erdogan’s vow to bring Jerusalem to justice over “crimes committed in the 
Gaza Strip,” along with his insistence that Turkish soldiers will one day fight in Gaza. 


Ukraine’s President Zelensky believed President Biden and Secretary General of NATO 
Jens Stoltenberg when they repeatedly promised that American and allied support 
would guarantee Ukraine’s victory over Russia. Ukraine’s future now depends on 
decisions made in Moscow, not in Washington or Brussels. Netanyahu should take 
note. 
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THE REAL PROBLEM WITH OUR FOREIGN POLICY... 


by Ron Paul 


Over the weekend Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin explained to the American people 
what’s really wrong with U.S. foreign policy. Some might find his conclusions 
surprising. 


The U.S. standing in the world is damaged not because we spent 20 years fighting an 
Afghan government that had nothing to do with the attacks on 9/11. The problem has 
nothing to do with neocon lies about Iraq’s WMDs that led untold civilian deaths in 
another failed “democratization” mission. It’s not because over the past nearly two 
years Washington has taken more than $150 billion from the American people to fight 
a proxy war with Russia through Ukraine. 


It’s not the military-industrial complex or its massive lobbying power that extends 
throughout Congress, the think tanks, and the media. 
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Speaking at the Reagan National Defense Forum in California’s Simi Valley, Austin 
finally explained the real danger to the U.S. global military empire. 


It’s us. 


According to Secretary Austin, non-interventionists who advocate “an American 
retreat from responsibility” are the ones destabilizing the world, not endless neocon 
wars. 


Austin said the U.S. must continue to play the role of global military hegemon — 
policeman of the world — because “the world will only become more dangerous if 
tyrants and terrorists believe that they can get away with wholesale aggression and 
mass slaughter.” 


How’s that for reason and logic? Austin and the interventionist elites have 
fact-checked 30 years of foreign policy failures and concluded, “well it would have 
been far worse if the non-interventionists were in charge.” 


This is one of the biggest problems with the neocons. They are incapable of 
self-reflection. Each time the U.S. government follows their advice into another 
catastrophe, it’s always someone else’s fault. In this case, as Austin tells us, those at 
fault for U.S. foreign policy misadventures are the people who say, “don’t do it.” 


What would have happened if the people who said “don’t do it” were in charge of 
President Obama’s decision to prop-up al-Qaeda to overthrow Syria’s secular leader 
Assad? How about if the “don’t do it” people were in charge when the neocons 
manufactured a “human rights” justification to destroy Libya? What if the “don’t do it” 
people were in charge when Obama’s neocons thought it would be a great idea to 
overthrow Ukraine’s democratically-elected government? 


Would tyrants and terrorists have gained power if Washington did NOT get involved? 


No. Tyrants and terrorists got the upper hand BECAUSE Washington intervened in 
these crises. 
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As Austin further explained, part of the problem with the U.S. is democracy itself. “Our 
competitors don’t have to operate under continuing resolutions,” he complained. What 
a burden it is for him that the people, through their representatives, are in charge of 
war spending. 


In Congress, “America first” foreign policy sentiment is on the rise among 
conservatives and that infuriates Austin and his ilk. He wants more billions for wars in 
Ukraine and Israel and he wants it now! 


And our economic problems? That is our fault too. Those who “try to pull up the 
drawbridge,” Austin said, undermine the security that has led to decades of prosperity. 
Prosperity? Has he looked at the national debt? Inflation? Destruction of the dollar? 


There is a silver lining here. The fact that Austin and the neocons are attacking us 
non-interventionists means that we are gaining ground. They are worried about us. 
This is our chance to really raise our voices! 


Read more great articles on the Ron Paul Institute website. 

Subscribe to free updates from the Ron Paul Institute. 

Copyright © 2023 by Ron Paul Institute. Permission to reprint in whole or in part is 
gladly granted, provided full credit and a live link are given. 


The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author[s] and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of The Trends Journal. 
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VITAMIN B12 IS KEY FOR OPTIMAL TISSUE REGENERATION 
by Dr. Joseph Mercola 
STORY AT-A-GLANCE 


e Vitamin B12 (cobalamin) is required for healthy nerve function and the synthesis 
of red blood cells and DNA. B vitamins are also important for healthy immune 
function, which is your first line of defense against all diseases 

e According to recent research, vitamin B12 is a key player in cellular regeneration, 
as it’s the limiting factor for methylation. DNA in cells that need to be repaired 
require high levels of methylation, hence high amounts of B12 are required to 
regenerate damaged tissues 

e Vitamin B12, applied topically, has also been shown to be helpful in the 
treatment of radiodermatitis, i.e., skin damaged by radiotherapy used in cancer 
treatment 
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e Adeficiency in B12 increases inflammation and oxidative stress by raising 
homocysteine. B12 deficiency is also associated with many other physical, 
neurological and psychological symptoms, including migraines, certain 
respiratory disorders, depression, memory loss and nonalcoholic steatohepatitis 
(NASH) 

e Vitamin B12 is found almost exclusively in animal foods such as beef and beef 
liver, lamb, snapper, venison, salmon, shrimp, scallops, poultry, eggs and dairy 
products. If you rarely eat these foods, consider using nutritional yeast, which is 
high in B12. Sublingual fine mist spray or vitamin B12 injections are also 
effective 


Vitamin B12 (cobalamin) is required for healthy nerve function and the synthesis of red 
blood cells and DNA. A deficiency in B12 increases inflammation and oxidative stress 
by raising homocysteine. High homocysteine, in turn, is associated with 
cardiovascular disease and decreased immune response. Vitamins B6, B9 (folate) and 
B12 break down homocysteine.[1] 


B12 deficiency is also associated with many other physical, neurological and 
psychological symptoms, including migraines,[2] certain respiratory disorders, 
depression and memory loss.[3] Surprisingly, recent research[4] suggests it may also 
be a key player in cellular regeneration. 


B12 Required for Tissue Repair and Regeneration 
As reported by Science Daily,[5] "Vitamin B12 supplementation shows potential in 
speeding up tissue repair in a model of ulcerative colitis—an observation that points to 
potential new treatments for inflammatory diseases." 
More specifically, the study found that vitamin B12 is a limiting factor for tissue repair. 
In other words, to optimize tissue regeneration, you need sufficient amounts of B12 in 
your system. Science Daily explains:[6] 

“The research was focused on an experimental process known as cellular 


reprogramming which is thought to mimic the early phases of tissue repair. The 
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IRB team found that cellular reprogramming in mice consumes large amounts of 
vitamin B12. 


“Indeed, the depletion of vitamin B12 becomes a limiting factor that delays and 
impairs some aspects of the reprogramming process. Considering the 
abundance of vitamin B12 in the normal diet of mice, the investigators were 
surprised to observe that the simple supplementation of vitamin B12 significantly 
enhanced the efficiency of reprogramming. 


“The researchers validated their findings in a model of ulcerative colitis, 
demonstrating that the intestinal cells initiating repair undergo a process similar 
to cellular reprogramming and also benefit from vitamin B12 supplementation.” 


B12 Is the Limiting Factor for Methylation 


The reason B12 is so important in tissue regeneration has to do with its role in 
methylation. Methylation is one of several mechanisms cells use to control gene 
expression. When there’s damage to cells or tissues — whether due to injury, age, 
trauma or disease — reparative gene expression programs kick in to replace the 
damaged tissues.|[7] 


The DNA in the cells that need to be repaired require high levels of methylation, and 
B12, it turns out, is the limiting factor for methylation. Hence, you need high amounts 
of B12. If you don’t have enough, many genes end up not working properly, hence 
tissue regeneration is hampered as well. Co-lead author Marta Kovatcheva, Ph.D., 
explained it this way:[8] 


“B12 Is involved in just two metabolic reactions in mammals — including mice 
and humans — and one of these reactions is critical to [producing] a chemical 
tag, more technically [known as] ‘a methyl donor.’ 


“This chemical group is used to ‘tag’ many regulatory proteins of the DNA and 


the DNA itself, and in doing so, the activity of the DNA is modified — the DNA is 
‘reprogrammed.’ This ‘tagging’ is very complex and dynamic and, although not 


134 


yet fully understood, it is key for determining the behavior of cells, including their 
ability to repair or regenerate tissue. 


“During critical periods, such as upon injury, cells require massive amounts of 
the ‘methyl tag’ and therefore B12 ...so much so that despite a normal healthy 
diet, mice undergoing reprogramming suffer partial B12 deficiency. 
Supplementation with B12 facilitates reprogramming and tissue repair — it 
occurs faster and more widespread. 


“There are diseases that could also benefit, such as colon ulcers. In theory, every 
disease that involves an active process of injury could benefit from this.” 


Research[9] published in 2022 also found that vitamin B12, applied topically, can be 
helpful in the treatment of radiodermatitis, i.e., skin damaged by radiotherapy used in 
cancer treatment. 


Vitamin B12 for Nonalcoholic Steatohepatitis 


Another process in which B12 can be helpful is that of nonalcoholic steatohepatitis 
(NASH), for which there is no pharmaceutical treatment option. NASH is the second 


stage of nonalcoholic fatty liver disease (NAFLD). Even more advanced stages include 
fibrosis and cirrhosis, which significantly raises your risk of liver cancer. 


In one 2022 study,[10] supplementation with B12 and folic acid (B9) was shown to 
slow the progression of NASH and actually reverse fibrotic tissue changes in the liver. 
The researchers were seeking to understand the relationship between 
hyperhomocysteinemia (abnormally elevated homocysteine) and NASH. 


Using an animal model, they administered vitamin B12 and folic acid, attempting to 
reverse the cellular features of NASH. What they discovered is that homocysteine 
attaches to and blocks a protein called syntaxin 17, thereby inducing NASH. 


However, when mice were given supplemental vitamin B12 and folic acid, the levels of 
syntaxin 17 rose, which slowed the progression of NASH and reversed the fibrosis. 


One of the scientists in the study, Brijesh Singh, Ph.D., commented:[11] 
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“Our findings are both exciting and important because they suggest that a 
relatively inexpensive therapy, vitamin B12 and folic acid, could be used to 
prevent and/or delay the progression of NASH. Additionally, serum and hepatic 
homocysteine levels could serve as a biomarker for NASH severity.” 


The researchers were excited by the possibilities since the early stages of NAFLD 
often have no symptoms, and if left undiagnosed and untreated, the condition can 
progress to NASH or fibrosis. 


B Vitamins in COVID-19 Treatment 


B vitamins are also important for healthy immune function, which is your first line of 
defense against all infections and diseases, both acute and chronic. An August 2020 
paper, "Be Well: A Potential Role for Vitamin B in COVID-19,"[12] made the case for B 
vitamin supplementation to minimize the risks associated with the infection. 


B1, B2, B3, B5, B6, B9 and B12 can influence several COVID-19-specific disease 
processes, including viral replication and invasion, cytokine storm induction, adaptive 
immunity and hypercoagulability.[13] In the graphic below, from the you can see which 
B vitamins are involved in each of these processes. 
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According to the authors, based on B vitamins’ effects on your immune system, 
immune-competence and red blood cells (which help fight infection), supplementation 
may be a useful adjunct to other COVID prevention and treatment strategies.[1 4] 


“There is a need to highlight the importance of vitamin B because it plays a 
pivotal role in cell functioning, energy metabolism, and proper immune function,’ 
they wrote. 


J 


“Vitamin B assists in proper activation of both the innate and adaptive immune 
responses, reduces pro-inflammatory cytokine levels, improves respiratory 
function, maintains endothelial integrity, prevents hypercoagulability and can 
reduce the length of stay in hospital. 


“Therefore, vitamin B status should be assessed in COVID-19 patients and 
vitamin B could be used as a non-pharmaceutical adjunct to current treatments 


JI 
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The paper goes on to detail how each B vitamin can be used to manage COVID-19 
symptoms: 


Vitamin B1 (thiamine) — Thiamine improves immune system function, 
protects cardiovascular health, inhibits inflammation and aids in healthy 
antibody responses. Vitamin B1 deficiency can result in an inadequate 
antibody response, thereby leading to more severe symptoms. There’s 
also evidence suggesting B1 may limit hypoxia. 


Vitamin B2 (riboflavin) — Riboflavin in combination with ultraviolet light 
has been shown to inhibit replication of the MERS-CoV virus. The 
combination has also been shown to decrease the infectious titer of 
SARS-CoV-2 below the detectable limit in human blood, plasma and 
platelet products. 


Vitamin B3 (niacin/nicotinamide) — Niacin is a building block of NAD+ 
and NADP, which are vital when combating inflammation. Nicotinamide 
also reduces viral replication and strengthens your body’s defense 
mechanisms, while niacin helps protect your lungs and strengthens 
immune function. 


Vitamin B5 (pantothenic acid) — Vitamin B5 aids in wound healing and 
reduces inflammation. 


Vitamin B6 (pyridoxal 5'-phosphate/pyridoxine) — Pyridoxal 
5'-phosphate (PLP), the active form of vitamin B6, is a cofactor in 
several inflammatory pathways. Vitamin B6 deficiency is associated with 
dysregulated immune function. Inflammation increases the need for 
PLP, which can result in depletion. 

According to the authors, in COVID-19 patients with high levels of 
inflammation, B6 deficiency may be a contributing factor. What’s more, 
B6 may also play an important role in preventing the hypercoagulation 
seen in some COVID-19 patients. 
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Vitamin B9 (folate/folic acid) — Folate, the natural form of B9 found in 
food, is required for the synthesis of DNA and protein in your adaptive 
immune response. 

Folic acid, the synthetic form typically found in supplements, was 
recently found[15] to inhibit furin, an enzyme associated with viral 
infections, thereby preventing the SARS-CoV-2 spike protein from 
binding to and gaining entry into your cells. The research[16] suggests 
folic acid may therefore be helpful during the early stages of COVID-19. 
Another recent paper[17] found folic acid has a strong and stable 
binding affinity against SARS-CoV-2. This too suggests it may be a 
suitable therapeutic against COVID-19. 


Vitamin B12 (cobalamin) — As mentioned, B12 is required for the 
synthesis of red blood cells, and deficiency increases inflammation and 
oxidative stress. According to the authors:[18] 


"A recent study showed that methylcobalamin supplements have 
the potential to reduce COVID-19-related organ damage and 
symptoms. A clinical study conducted in Singapore showed that 
COVID-19 patients who were given vitamin B12 supplements (500 
ug), vitamin D (1000 IU) and magnesium had reduced COVID-19 
symptom severity and supplements significantly reduced the need 
for oxygen and intensive care support." 


How to Improve Your Vitamin B Status 


Advancing age can diminish your body’s ability to absorb B12 from food,[19] so the 
need for supplementation increases as you get older. According to the National 
Institutes of Health,[20] the rate of vitamin B12 deficiency in the U.S. is close to 20 
percent in those older than 60. 


Other data from a large, nationally representative sample[21] demonstrated that serum 


levels of B12 are inversely associated with obesity, so those who are overweight or 
obese also need to be more mindful about their B12 intake. 
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Vitamin B12 is found almost exclusively in animal foods such as beef and beef liver, 
lamb, snapper, venison, salmon, shrimp, scallops, poultry, eggs and dairy products. 
The few plant foods that are sources of B12 are actually B12 analogs that block the 
uptake of true B12, so do not make the mistake of thinking you can rely on vegan 
sources for all your B12 needs. 


If you rarely eat the foods listed, consider using nutritional yeast. It’s high in B12 and 
has a cheesy flavor that can work well on any number of dishes. It’s highly 
recommended for vegetarians and vegans. One 16-gram serving (just over 2 
tablespoons[22]) provides 24 mcg of natural vitamin B12.[23] 


Sublingual (under-the-tongue) fine mist spray or vitamin B12 injections are also 
effective, as they allow the large B12 molecule to be absorbed directly into your 
bloodstream. To ensure optimal absorption and utilization, opt for the methylated 
version, i.e., methylcobalamin, as it is far superior and more natural than the more 
common cyanocobalamin. 
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UNMASKED! THE NEW ONE WORLD SYSTEM... 
“TOKENIZATION” 


by G marino, TradersChoice.net 


The New System has been entirely unmasked. It’s called TOKENIZATION; (a cross 
border, trans-world, easily convertible/transferrable mechanism), and EVERYTHING is 
going to become “tokenized.” 


It is certainly no secret that those who control the world financial system have been 
for decades working towards a one world monetary system. 

But what if | told you that this new one world system is going to involve much more 
than just currency? 
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Envision for a moment a mechanism where every single conceivable asset, including 
life itself, or life expectancy, which is also an asset, is reduced into a token. Well, | am 
here to reveal to you that this is exactly what IS going to happen. 


The new trans-world/cross border system is going to involve EVERYTHING being 
tokenized, including everything that there is to know about YOU. Your past, present, 
and your future. Why is that important? 


First, let’s dispel a great misunderstanding or myth. THERE IS NO ABSOLUTE RIGHT 
TO PRIVACY. The U.S. Constitution does not mention a “right to privacy.” Several 
Amendments to the Constitution do IMPLY a right TO privacy, but again no 
fundamental right. YOU and everything about you can be “converted” into a tradable 
asset... YOU WILL BE TOKENIZED. 


The new tokenized system is going to REPRESENT, (pay attention to the word 
represent), not just currency and other financial assets such as real estate, but ALL 
assets —including you, your past, what you have done, and even speculation on what 
you may do-including things like life expectancy, what you earn, what you potentially 
will earn in the future, what you buy, what you may buy, past illness, potential future 
illness, family history, what medications you take, what medications that you will 
potentially “need” in the future, your VAXX record, DNA, etc. Which means that this 
new token-based system, IN ITS ENTIRETY, will reduce/ REPRESENT everything to a 
digital TRADABLE asset. Human life is going to become a tradable/cross-border 
convertible asset along with every manner of its associated derivatives. 


Tokenization is simple, and incredibly cost effective. Tokenization eliminates the need 
for ANY asset to “be converted” into something else for transactions to take place 
anywhere in the world, (trans-world). 


This IS The Universal New World/One World System. 

Currently The World Bank, The International Monetary Fund, and The Bank of 
International Settlements, are diligently working towards implementing this new 
entirely token-based cross-border/trans-world system which will be used to track, 


trace, log, monitor, market, control, consolidate, and reduce EVERYTHING into a 
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token. A token which itself can be reduced to nothing more than “a thing serving as a 
digital representation of something else.” 


And just when you thought that things could not possibly become even more 
bizarre than they already are... 
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SYN CENTURY: HOW SCIENTISM MEDIATES EVERY ASPECT 
OF MODERN EXPERIENCE 


It’s hard to overstate how every facet of modern life is now being infected with the 
idea that (Supposed) innovations of science must mediate and improve our 
experience. 


The 21st century has fast metastasized into “Syn Century,” filled with endless, 


increasingly dictated synthetic “improvements” that happen to drive enormous profit 
and control to technocratic institutions and sectors. 
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Synthetic reinvention knows no bounds. It depends on a core belief that science can 
and should be employed to reinvent and improve on virtually every natural, organic 
process and experience, not just in areas of hard science, but every sphere. 


Thus, we have all of the following: 


e Synthetic Societies: societies not based on evolved, shared heritage and social 
norms, but remade via radical synthetic interventions. Those interventions 
include mass forced immigration policies, communication and narrative control 
and censorship, and social and economic policies affecting the nature of 
relationships, bonds and attachments, social traditions, and even what is 
permitted to be remembered and celebrated as common history 

e Synthetic Foods: a massively growing counter to the natural and organic food 
movement which took hold in the 1970s, bioengineered foods are now being 
pushed as existentially necessary for the environment and “food security.” 
Though genetically edited, (GE) and genetically modified (GMO) foods have 
either problematic or non-existent histories with respected to traditional safety 
testing, they are now in many of the most basic food products we consume 

e Synthetic Sexes: Though in natural biology, there is only a binary class of those 
that can reproductively gestate children (women) and those that can inseminate 
(men), new synthetic science has opened the door to radical transgender 
medical treatments and procedures. While claiming “gender” is a social 
construct and that humans have the right to “decide” their sex by affirmation 
and behavior alone, the transgender movement paradoxically obsesses on 
administering radical medical interventions to physically transform individuals. 
The synthetic sex change industry has grown to be a cash cow for the medical 
industry, and has fueled a new radical social “rights” movement, all based on 
obliterating and even outlawing recognition or consideration of biological 
realities. 

e Synthetic Experiences and Environments: a new generation of humans is 
being conditioned practically from birth to engage in technology mediated and 
created experiences and even lived environments. The computer and online 
gaming craze of the late 20th and early 21st centuries has become a more 
ambitious “metaverse” imperative. According to this imperative, now being 
actively built out by tech corporations like Meta (parent company of Facebook) 
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and governments, people will increasingly learn, interact and exist in a blend of 
virtual and physical reality. Virtual reality, in the form of synthetic metaverse 
environments, are being touted as having numerous advantages in comparison 
to actual physical experience and existence. Some of the purported benefits 
include saving precious resources otherwise required for travel, for example, and 
allowing kinds of experience otherwise impossible (i.e. students being immersed 
in virtual “time travels” to historical time periods and events, for example.) 

e Synthetic Intelligence and Life Forms: The widespread introduction of a 
sophisticated natural language chatbot, ChatGPT, in November 2022 marked a 
sea change for Al. In one short year, the synthetic intelligence of conversational 
Al has gone from a niche audience, to use by many millions of humans around 
the world on a daily basis. Tech companies have aggressively integrated 
generative Al into the most basic and prevalent technologies and apps, including 
search engines like Bing and Google, and productivity apps like Microsoft Office 
365 and Google Apps. Every major tech corporation has Al front and center in 
their strategy and product development. And Al is being rolled out by many 
companies as a “copilot” for workers, where Al isn’t replacing them outright. 
Recently, Sports Illustrated was outed for faking the existence of human writers, 
complete with photos and biographies, to hide the fact that it has been using Al 
to generate sports articles. Al is being rapidly developed to serve as a political, 
financial and scientific “partner,” to humans, and as an autonomous lethal 
combat agent by the military. It is being envisioned and implemented as an 
answer to everything from elderly care to romantic and platonic life 
companionship. And bleeding edge development is questing for “Artificial 
General Intelligence” that can genuinely “think” and not merely recite and 
resynthesize data from the enormous swathe of human knowledge Al is already 
capable of drawing from in a way that no human can match. 


Americans Less Confident In Science Claims of Positive Effect on Society 


More Americans have grown doubtful that science innovations are resulting in human 
betterment. 


According to the poll, released in mid November, both Republicans and Democrats 
experienced erosion in their levels of trust regarding science progress, and its benefits 
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for humankind. (“Americans’ Trust in Scientists, Positive Views of Science Continue to 
Decline,” 14 Nov 2023.) 


34 percent of respondents said that science either had a net neutral effect with regard 
to human progress, or actually represented a negative (8 percent). 


This represents an erosion in trust from previous polling in June 2021, which found 
that 28 percent of Americans felt that science either had a neutral or negative impact. 


The Trends Journal, in these pages, has long warned that science progress as 
envisioned by radical technocrats does not align with, and is not producing human 
progress. 


Trends In Technocracy will continue to focus on the new realities of the “Syn Century,” 
highlighting the ways in which people are being conditioned and encouraged to 
accept the technocratic mediation and control of the most basic and fundamental 
aspects of our human existence. 


To that end, see our related article in this issue, “SYNTHETIC FOOD, SYNTHETIC 
SAFETY.” Also check out the info and many links to articles in “INSIGHTS ON THE 
TECHNOGRATIG ASCENDANCE, AND WHAT IT MEANS FOR HUMANITY” 9 May 
2023, “SELLING THE SYNTHETIC UNREAL” 12 April 2022 and “PROGRAMMABLE 
CITIZENS: THE AGE OF ARTIFICIAL LIFE AND SYNTHETIC ASCENDANCE” 5 Jul 
2023. 
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SYNTHETIC FOOD, SYNTHETIC SAFETY 


emy. ae)» ~7. in Di. 
jacinamio i vitam wate), 
(niacl ide). tamin A Nita min (folic 


drochlor 
mononit ae (gipofianint min De 
A i 23 . . . . . 
viva), Vitamin © sais SALES, WS., You may have noticed a distinct increase in 
NERAL A i i : . . 
pisTRIBUTED BY Bgus, NN 55440 US tiny labeling after the ingredient list on food 
ns Bi engineered products you buy that says “This Food 
| i . . H . ” 
Good Ingredien Seramis co Contains Bio-Engineered Ingredients. 
more 2 i 


Learn 


——.. | FDA labeling laws updated in 2022 have 
ee ens eo created more standardized requirements for 

labeling of Genetically Modified Organism 
(GMO) and Genetically Edited (GE) foods. 


Via the Federal Register, the government also puts out a periodic update of foods 
which product makers must provide that “bio-engineered” tag for, unless they can 


certify that they are sourcing from non bio-engineered alternatives. 


On 29 November, the Federal Register released the latest list of foods that are now 
commonly bio-engineered. 


The list includes some of the most basic ingredients that make up thousands of 
different food items Americans consume every day. 


Though most have accepted that they consume at least some bioengineered foods, 
many still worry about the safety of these foods. 


And they may have good reason. 

The fact is, there are few rigorous long-term studies, especially involving humans, 
regarding bioengineered foods, particularly ones altered by newer sophisticated gene 
editing techniques. 

And one of the largest comparative studies (ie. a study of studies) ever done on the 


subject concluded that there are significant health risks to bioengineered foods, and 
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that despite assurances from the government and food industry, actual proof of their 
safety is lacking. 


It adds up to a familiar story, of influential Big Business (in this case, Big Agriculture) 
and the Federal government working hand in hand to put profits and ideological goals 
first, while pretending products have met safety standards that amount to research 
vaporware. 


In what we are calling “Syn Century,” it represents another example of how 
technocrats are propagandizing and normalizing synthetic “improvements” to natural 
alternatives, for profit and control. 


The Latest Bioengineered Foods List 


The following foods make up the commonly bio-engineered list, as identified by the 
Federal Register: 


“The regulations, at 7 CFR 66.6, contain the List, which currently includes: 
alfalfa, apple (ArcticTM varieties), canola, corn, cotton, eggplant 

(BARI Bt Begun varieties), papaya (ringspot virus-resistant varieties), pineapple 
(pink flesh varieties), potato, salmon (AquAdvantage®), soybean, squash 
(summer), and sugarbeet.” 


The Federal Register noted that foods not on the list were also subject to the labeling, 
if companies had any knowledge that such foods had been bioengineered: 


“As stated in the preamble to the 2018 BE 

final rule, at 83 FR 65852, the List establishes a presumption about what foods 
require disclosure under the Standard. However, a food or food ingredient’s 
absence from the List does not absolve regulated entities from the requirement 
to disclose the BE status of food and food ingredients produced with foods not 
on the List when the regulated entities have actual knowledge that such foods or 
food ingredients are BE.” 
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It might be enlightening to take an inventory of food products and items in your own 
pantry, to see just how pervasive bio-engineered ingredients are becoming. 


We found the bio-engineered label on items like chewing gum, graham crackers, taco 
shells, hamburger buns, cereals and more. 


Though labeling standards have been updated since 2022 to require more standard 
regulations for when and how companies must label bioengineered foods, those 
standards left glaring loopholes that actually allow companies to easily hide labeling 
on actual physical packages. 


Many companies are doing this by only offering QR codes on packages with 
messages to “Scan Here for More Food Information.” 


They know many consumers will not take the time to scan every package they buy to 
drill down on company websites for product information that often includes the 
“Contains bio-engineered ingredients” tag. 


More generally, companies that use bio-engineered foods appear to have little desire 
to advertise or highlight their use. General Mills, for example, one of the largest cereal 
makers in the country, has this unassuming web page concerning their use of 
bioengineered foods: 
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The “Science” Of Safety of BioEngineered Foods Is Largely Pretense 


Bio-engineered foods can be either genetically modified (GMO) or genetically edited 
(GE). 


Both involve manipulating natural genetics using sophisticated technology and 
knowledge. 


But there are differences, and GMO foods have a longer history. 
We’ve previously detailed differences in “bio-engineered” genetically edited foods, vs. 


“GMO” foods. (See “CRISPR GENE EDITING FOR FOOD, UNFORESEEN MUTATIONS 
INCLUDED,” 2 May 2023.) 


In short, genetically edited foods involve genetic edits to a single organism. GMO 
foods combine genetic components of more than one organism. 
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We also noted in that article that though the FDA projects an aura of safety 
assurances regarding bioengineered foods, they admit themselves in little publicized 
fine print and regulations that no long term studies are required before introducing 
such foods into public use and consumption: 


“But the Guideline for the Conduct of Food Safety Assessment of Foods 
acknowledges the limits of its assessment framework. For instance, it specifically 
notes that long term study of possible effects of genetically edited foods is not 
required before such foods are commercially sold to the public.” 


Because GMO technology has a longer track record, there are more studies— though 
mostly involving animals — assessing safety. 


Genetically edited foods are also mostly tested on animals. 


But there is what many might find to be a pronounced lack of any long term—or 
indeed any term—studies on humans, regarding either of these genetically altered 
foods. 


One of the few research endeavors that undertook a comprehensive look at multiple 
genetically altered food studies, came to some troubling conclusions. 


The study, “Evaluation of adverse effects/events of genetically modified food 
consumption: a systematic review of animal and human studies,” published in January 
2022 by Environmental Sciences Europe, set out to perform a “systematic review of 
animal and human studies was conducted on genetically modified (GM) food 
consumption to assess its safety in terms of adverse effects/events to inform public 
concerns and future research.” 


It included searching seven electronic databases including data from 1983 to July of 
2020, looking for in vivo, animal and human studies on the incidence of adverse 


effects/events of GM products consumption. 


The researchers noted that GMO foods have only been commercially available since 
1996. 
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By 2018, 70 countries had adopted GM crops, “including 26 countries that 
cumulatively planted 2.5 billion hectares of GM crops and an additional 44 countries 
that imported GM crops.” 


Concerning the study of studies, two authors “independently identified eligible 
studies, assessed the study quality, and extracted data on the name of the periodical, 
author and affiliation, literature type, the theme of the study, publication year, funding, 
sample size, target population characteristics, type of the intervention/exposure, 
outcomes and outcome measures, and details of adverse effects/events.” 


It also took into account the source of the studies, using something called the 
“Chi-square test” to compare the adverse event reporting rates in articles funded by 
industry funding, government funding or unfunded articles. 


The study of studies concluded: 


“Serious adverse events of GM consumption include mortality, tumour or cancer, 
significant low fertility, decreased learning and reaction abilities, and some organ 
abnormalities. Further clinical trials and long-term cohort studies in human 
populations, especially on GM food-related adverse events and the 
corresponding GM events, are still warranted. It suggests the necessity of 
labelling GM food so that consumers can make their own choice.” 


As concerning as that conclusion is, the authors also revealed a rather troubling lack 
of quality in the vast majority of the studies that have been done on GMOs. 


The authors laid out in detail how the studies left much to be desired in terms of 
biases and scientific rigor: 


“Methodological quality of the animal studies 

According to our predefined quality assessment criteria, all of the studies were 
identified as being unclear or having a high risk of bias (Fig. 3). None of the 
studies were reported to blind researchers from knowing which intervention each 
animal received. None of the studies reported prior sample-size calculation, 31 
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studies (15.27%) described wrong randomization procedures or did not mention 
the method of “randomization”, and 12 studies (5.91%) did not report adequate 
allocation concealment. 28 studies (13.79%) described that the groups were 
similar at baseline and 76 studies (37.44%) claimed that the housing conditions 
of animals from the various experimental groups were identical. 10 studies 
(4.93%) described randomly pick an animal during outcome assessment while 7 
studies (3.45%) failed to select animals at random for outcome assessment. 88 
studies (43.35%) completely used objective outcome indicators for outcome 
measurement. 185 studies (91.13%) reported consistent outcomes in the 
method and result sections while 5 studies did not, but none of the study 
protocols were available.” 


The study is currently available for viewing via the Springer Open research website. 


TRENDPOST: We’ve previously detailed the growing use of bioengineered foods, and 
have noted that political authorities and manufacturers have worked together to 
minimize public awareness, even as new labeling requirements were implemented in 
2022. 


Unfortunately, as we predicted, bio-engineered foods are proliferating, and many 
people have a false sense of safety regarding these foods, thanks to deceptive 
government and industry tactics. 


Building on general public apathy, thought leaders, industries looking to up profits via 
patented foods and innovations, and governments in sway to ideological climate and 
“degrowth” goals, are all stepping up the synthetic (bio-engineered) food movement. 


Pop science news outlets dutifully parrot stories about the advantages of 
bioengineered foods for the environment, for ensuring “food security” (ie. adequately 
available supplies of basic foodstuffs), and even as embodying “healthier” lifestyles (ie. 
fake “plant-based” meat products and so on). 


Like other systematic impositions of synthetic products and experiences being sold 
and normalized to people, bio-engineered foods are designed to accomplish 
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objectives and goals that have little to do with bettering the lives of or health of 
average humanity. 


Instead, it’s all about deriving profit from mediating every facet of existence via 
synthetic processes and products, and accomplishing ideological goals regarding 
consumption, the parameters of acceptable thought and culture, the course of the 
future, and the protection and extension of elite power and control. 


Unless the bulk of humanity gains more awareness concerning the imposition of the 
synthetic on the wings of ideology and profit--masked as “science innovation”--an 
increasingly dystopian future awaits. 


COVID LATEST: SYNBIO WILL LEAD TO ANOTHER VIRUS DISASTER, AND 
TEXAS LAUNCHES COVID VAX SUIT AGAINST PFIZER 


The COVID WAR, including the 
ramifications of controversial technology 
used in “vaccines,” and fallout from 
COVID cover-ups and devastating policy 
decisions, continue to make headlines. 


It shows that the way the COVID War was 
handled, more than the virus itself, continues to affect the world in a way that no 
previous pandemic of modern times ever has. 


This week, a former White House health official said he believes that dangerous 
synbio experiments that are still legal, will likely lead to another COVID level world 


catastrophe. 


Meanwhile, Texas attorney general Ken Paxton on 30 November announced a lawsuit 
against Pfzer. 
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The suit contends that Pfizer misrepresented the efficacy and safety of its mRNA 
technology based COVID vaccine. 


And Congress announced that Anthony Fauci will appear in January 2024 to answer 
questions surrounding his involvement in COVID policies and decisions. 


If anything, though Fauci is retired, he is facing more scrutiny, as new information 
about various COVID controversies continues to come to light. 


Science Genetic Experiments Running As Arrogantly Amok Today As Ever 


That’s the bomb shell take-away from a former White House health official who says 
he regrets helping Dr. Anthony Fauci downplay the COVID Wuhan lab leak theory. 


In an exclusive interview aired this past week on Australia’s Sky News, former White 
House health official Dr. Robert Kadlec said synthetic biology (“synbio”) experiments 
with viruses are bound to precipitate another COVID level disaster. 


Besides dropping that bombshell assessment, Kadlec said his efforts in conjunction 
with Dr. Anthony Fauci to discourage consideration of the Wuhan lab leak probability 
in 2020, now keeps him up at night. 


Dr. Kadlec said the lessons of COVID-19 have not been learned: 


“The tools of science to do this kind of synthetic biology, this risky research has 
not been limited to China. It happens in the United States. It’s happening in a lot 
of places in the world and we could have another one of these (pandemics) if we 
don’t accept that,” he says in the new Sky News documentary “What Really 
Happened in Wuhan, the Next Chapter.” 


Genetic level synbio experiments can include combining genetics from more than one 
type of organism, to give a virus a new property or enhanced lethality, for example. 


Some scientists say this is useful for learning more about how to deal with dangerous 
viruses. 
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But many others believe that the risk far outweighs any purported benefits. 


And to that point, Dr. Kadlec says he is among those who now believe such virus 
experimentation in a Wuhan China virology lab likely was the source of the COVID 
disaster. 


Dr. Kadlec, who worked during the Trump administration on COVID-19 vaccine 
development, said his original reason for downplaying the Wuhan lab leak theory was 
to encourage China to cooperate during the early COVID outbreak period. 


“I wake up at usually about 2 or 3am and think about it honestly, because it’s 
something that we all played a role in,” Dr Kadlec said in the interview. 


While he served as a health official at the Department of Health and Human Services 
(HHS), Dr. Kadlec says he worked together with Dr. Fauci, then longtime Director of 
the the National Institute of Allergies and Infectious Diseases (NAID) on COVID policy 
matters. 


Fauci, the highest ranking health official in government besides the Surgeon General, 
had a central role as a COVID policy czar during the COVID era. 


Dr. Kadlec said he now believes a Wuhan lab leak was likely, and commented on 
information the U.S. has long Known surrounding a Chinese scientist at the lab who 
filed a patent for a COVID vaccine in February 2020, barely a month after the outbreak 
was first reported. 


That scientist, Dr. Zhou Yusen, was dead by May 2020, reportedly after a fall from the 
facility roof. 


“It looked like he was censored as a consequence of whatever happened.” Kadlec 
told Sky News concerning Yusen’s suspicious demise. “Our evidence would suggest 
that something happened while he was doing his work, which we believe was when 
the virus first emerged.” 
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Fauci to Face New Round of Congressional Questioning 


The 118th Congress will have the opportunity to grill Dr. Anthony Fauci this coming 
January. 


This past week, the Congress Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Pandemic 
announced that Fauci would appear in January 2024, facing questions regarding his 
actions during the COVID War. 


The official X feed of the Subcommittee featured a detailed thread concerning various 
examples of Fauci’s troubling COVID and pre-COVID policy history. 


In the matter of virus experimentation that combines features of different organisms to 
enhance viruses, giving them properties they otherwise would not have, there have 
been explosive allegations involving the former COVID policy czar. 


Fauci pressed for the dangerous research to be made legal after it was banned during 
the Obama administration. During Donald Trump’s presidency, Fauci legally was 
responsible for vetting funding on such research. 


Also under his authority, grants that would later become highly controversial due to 
the nature of experimentation being done with viruses, were made to American 
researchers and foreign entities. 


After the COVID-19 virus emerged, Fauci influenced the drafting of a “Proximal Origin” 
paper which favored a theory that the virus likely had a natural origin not related to the 


Wuhan Virology lab. 


Fauci actively lobbied and influenced for changes in the original assessments of some 
involved in examining the issue. 


TREND POST: As The Trends Journal has previously detailed, Fauci advocated for, 
and funded research involving “gain-of-function” virus experiments. 
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He later denied it both in Congressional testimony, where he disputed language and 
the meaning of “gain-of-function,” and in a court deposition, where he failed to “recall” 
specifics of dangerous virus funding research he was legally in charge of overseeing. 


Fauci’s connections to extreme virus experimentation research, including U.S. funding 
that went to the Wuhan Virology lab, should have precluded him from overseeing any 
investigation into whether that lab was the source of the COVID virus outbreak. 


Instead, it is now known for a fact that Fauci actively worked to underplay and discount 
concerns of other experts that the Wuhan lab might’ve been the source of COVID. 


Fauci has still not faced the music for what Senator Rand Paul and others have called 
out as knowing falsehoods and cover-ups he engaged in, surrounding virus 
experimentation and funding. 


Senator Paul said this past week regarding Fauci: “The American people deserve to 
know how the COVID pandemic started and Fauci must be held accountable for his 
lies to Congress!” 


Texas Files Lawsuit Against Pfizer Over COVID Vaccine 


On November 30th, news broke concerning a lawsuit filed by the Texas State Attorney 
General’s office against Pfizer. 


The suit alleges that Pfizer misrepresented the efficacy of its mRNA technology-based 
COVID vaccine, thereby violating the Texas Deceptive Trade Practices Act. 


A press release announcing the lawsuit also detailed how the leading pharmaceutical 


manufacturer also conspired with social media platforms, and by other means 
attempted to censor Americans, to a play to protect its failed product and profits: 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE PRESS OFFICE: (512) 463-2050 
November 30, 2023 icati i 
www.texasattorneygeneral. gov 


Attorney General Ken Paxton Sues Pfizer for Misrepresenting COVID-19 Vaccine 
Efficacy and Conspiring to Censor Public Discourse 


AUSTIN - Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton has sued Pfizer, Inc., for unlawfully misrepresenting the 
effectiveness of the company’s COVID-19 vaccine and attempting to censor public discussion of the product. 


Pfizer engaged in false, deceptive, and misleading acts and practices by making unsupported claims regarding 
the company’s COVID-19 vaccine in violation of the Texas Deceptive Trade Practices Act. 


The pharmaceutical company's widespread representation that its vaccine possessed 95% efficacy against 
infection was highly misleading. That metric represented a calculation of the so-called “relative risk reduction” 
for vaccinated individuals in Pfizer's initial, two-month clinical trial results. FDA publications indicate “relative 
risk reduction” is a misleading statistic that “unduly influence[s]” consumer choice. Pfizer was also put on 
notice at that time that vaccine protection could not accurately be predicted beyond two months. Nevertheless, 
Pfizer fostered a misleading impression that vaccine protection was durable and withheld from the public 
information that undermined its claims about the duration of protection. And, despite the fact that its clinical 
trial failed to measure whether the vaccine protects against transmission, Pfizer embarked on a campaign to 
intimidate the public into getting the vaccine as a necessary measure to protect their loved ones. 


In fact, Pfizer’s product failed to live up to the company’s representations. COVID-19 cases increased after 
widespread vaccine administration, and some areas saw a greater percentage of deaths from COVID-19 among 
the vaccinated population than the unvaccinated. When the failure of its product became apparent, Pfizer then 
pivoted to silencing truth-tellers. The lawsuit notes: “How did Pfizer respond when it became apparent that its 
vaccine was failing and the viability of its cash cow was threatened? By intimidating those spreading the truth, 
and by conspiring to censor its critics. Pfizer labeled as ‘criminals’ those who spread facts about the vaccine. It 
accused them of spreading ‘misinformation.’ And it coerced social media platforms to silence prominent truth- 
tellers.” 


“We are pursuing justice for the people of Texas, many of whom were coerced by tyrannical vaccine mandates 
to take a defective product sold by lies,” said Attorney General Paxton. “The facts are clear. Pfizer did not tell 
the truth about their COVID-19 vaccines. Whereas the Biden Administration weaponized the pandemic to force 
illegal public health decrees on the public and enrich pharmaceutical companies, I will use every tool I have to 
protect our citizens who were misled and harmed by Pfizer's actions.” 


The lawsuit follows Attorney General Paxton’s investigation into Pfizer and other vaccine manufacturers 
announced earlier this year. 


Many who have long called for pharmaceutical companies including Pfizer and 
Moderna to be held to account for controversies surrounding their vaccines, 
welcomed the actions of the Texas AG. 


Dr. Peter McCullough, a long-time critic of the mRNA based COVID treatments, was 
among those who posted news of the lawsuit on X. 
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TRENDS IN CRYPTOS 


FINTECH: EVOLUTION OR REVOLUTION? 


How revolutionary is financial technology? Is it merely a way for long dominant 
financial powers to port their products and services to the digital world of cellphones 
and online connectivity and convenience? 


Or is fintech really opening the door to major disruptions in the way finances happen, 
who benefits, and who is destined to be left behind by not accurately seeing the 


foundational transformations occurring? 


That’s one of the fundamental topics—though hardly the only one—of a new book, 
Fintech Explained, by Michael R. King. 
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Though currently only available in a preprint review copy form, the book may be 
destined to become a go-to for college classrooms and industry neophytes, to learn 
the broad concepts of financial technology, the interesting history, and how 
cryptocurrencies, and concepts like DAOs, DeFi, robo-investing, Al and more all fit 
into the fintech big picture. 


A noted fintech expert and crowdfunding entrepreneur, King earned a PhD at the 
London School of Economics in 2001. His research focuses on FinTech, banking, 
international financial markets, and corporate finance, and he has taught finance to 
undergraduates, MBAs and executives. 


He has served as the Lansdowne Chair in Finance at University of Victoria’s 
Gustavson School of Business, and according to his bio, he held the Tangerine Chair 
in Finance at Western University’s lvey Business School for almost a decade, where 
he co-founded Canada’s first FinTech research center (the Scotiabank Digital Banking 
Lab). Before joining academia, he worked in investment banking in Zurich, New York 
and London from 1990-1998, including at Credit Suisse and RBC Dominion Securities. 


King says he positioned his book for people preparing for careers in the sector, and as 
a popular and accessible guide for anyone interested in learning more about what 
fintech is all about: 


“This book is for anyone who wants to understand this transformational 
paradigm. Maybe you are interested in a career in financial services and need a 
roadmap to this field. Or perhaps you are a professional working in financial 
services wondering where your industry is headed. You might be contemplating 
launching an entrepreneurial start-up and want to identify the profit pools and 
develop your business plan. Or you may be an angel, venture capitalist, or 
institutional investor looking to identify the most innovative fintechs. Fintech 
Explained is your guide to this dynamic, evolving space.” 


A Well Rounded Exploration, and Some Interesting Insights Regarding Disruption 
in the World of Finance 
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Fintech Explained presents a thorough, yet accessible survey of the history and 
current state of financial technology. Chapter headings give an idea of how the 
information is organized: 


Foundations of Fintech 1 

2 Fintech Economics, Strategies, and Business Models 33 
3 Funding of Early-Stage Fintech Companies 58 

4 Valuation of Fintech Companies 90 

5 Bitcoin, Blockchain, and Cryptocurrencies 123 

6 Ethereum and Decentralized Finance 160 

7 Alternative Finance, Online Lending, and Crowdfunding 187 
8 Robo-aavisors and Digital Wealth Management 219 

9 Payments and Insurtech 244 

10 Digital Banking and the Response of Incumbents 274 
11 Techfins and Bigtech in Financial Services 304 


One of the more interesting discussions in the book surrounds how fintech is viewed 
by some merely as an evolution “tech add-on” that is being exploited by traditional 
financial powers like banks and brokerages, versus a more “transformational 
paradigm” view, which sees fintech as disruptively changing fundamental aspects of 
how financial processes happen, and who benefits. 


King lays out major facets of “traditional paradigm” thinking versus “transformational 
paradigm” assessments. 


The differences are important, because many different investment and other decisions 
by entrepreneurs may play out differently, depending on which paradigm one sees as 
being more likely correct. 


The Traditional Paradigm 

e Fintech is an evolution, not a revolution, of the 
financial system. 

e Incumbents are product-centric, with business 
units organized around the products they sell. 

e Incumbents use technology to improve efficiency 
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of back-office tasks and increase the profitability of 
their one-sided business models. 

e The goal: to capture more rents for bank insiders 
and shareholders. 


The Transformational Paradigm 

e Fintech is a revolution disrupting an oligopolistic, 
rent-extracting industry. 

e Fintechs are customer-centric, focused on 
providing a delightful experience to consumers. 

e Fintechs are leveraging technology to solve 
customer pain points in financial services. 

e The goal: to deliver a customer experience that is 
cheaper, easier, faster, and more convenient. 


More on the preprint copy of Fintech Explained can be found on the SSRN research 
website, pdf version here. 
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TRENDS IN GEOPOLITICS 
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Poe ma eS 


U.S. DEFENSE HEAD REJECTS CALLS FOR ISOLATIONISM, 
WANTS MORE FOR WAR SPENDING 


U.S. Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin gave a speech last week at the Reagan Library 
in Simi Valley, Calif., and used the platform to reject those who call on Washington to 
stop its interventionism mindset in world affairs. 


“You'll hear some people try to brand an American retreat from responsibility as bold 
new leadership. So when you hear that, make no mistake: It is not bold. It is not new. 
And it is not leadership,” the former Raytheon board member said. 


Austin spoke at the Reagan National Defense Forum, which was likely attended by 


many of Austin’s former colleagues in the defense industry. He made his best pitch for 
unlimited support for Ukraine and Israel because if not, it sends a message to the 
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world’s most dangerous tyrants and terrorists who “believe that they can get away 
with wholesale aggression and mass slaughter.” 


He continued, “From Russia to China, from Hamas to Iran, our rivals and foes want to 
divide and weaken the United States—and to split us off from our allies and partners. 
So at this hinge in history, America must not waver.” 


The White House wants Congress to approve more than $61 billion for aid to Ukraine, 
more than $14 billion for Israel, and $7.4 billion for Taiwan. Republicans don’t disagree 
with funding these campaigns, but they are holding up the funds because they want 
compromises on immigration and border security in the U.S. In all, the White House 
wants an additional $105 billion in its supplemental budget request. 


“The biggest holdup to the national security assistance package right now is the 
insistence by our Republican colleagues on partisan border policy as a condition for 
vital Ukraine aid. This has injected a decades old, hyper-partisan issue into 
overwhelmingly bipartisan priorities,” Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer said. 


Austin did warn that Israel’s bombardment in Gaza could make matters worse for the 
region. 


“The center of gravity is the civilian population, and if you drive them into the arms of 
the enemy, you replace a tactical victory with a strategic defeat,” Austin said. “We will 
continue to press Israel to protect civilians and to ensure the robust flow of 
humanitarian aid.” 


Sen Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., slammed Austin and said those comments made him 
lose “all confidence” in him. 


“This is a radicalized population,” Graham said. 

TRENDPOST: Austin speaks as though the U.S. has been successful in its attempts at 
intervention in recent years. It lost in Iraq and Afghanistan, Ukraine is a lost cause, and 
Washington is Israel’s only friend in the Middle East. The U.S.’s attempt at intervention 


is, Ironically, leading to its own isolation. 
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Russia named NATO expansion as one of the main reasons it invaded Ukraine. Since 
the beginning of the year, the U.S. allowed the Netanyahu government to cheer on 
settlement expansion in the West Bank without so much of a whimper. Instead of 
being a force for good in the world, it is obvious that the U.S. is only interested in 
preserving the world order and the status quo, which includes a subservient Europe, a 
weakened Russia, and a muzzled China. (See “U.S. HEGEMONY PERSISTS. WILL 
REMAIN IN MIDDLE EAST FOR ‘LONG HAUL” 7 Mar 2023, “POT MEET KETTLE: U.S. 
ACCUSES CHINA OF USING MEDIA TO SPREAD DISINFORMATION” 3 Oct 2023, 
“BLINKEN: OLD WORLD ORDER DEAD...UP NEXT, A FIGHT TO THE FINISH” 19 Sep 
2023 and “NEW HOUSE SPEAKER IDENTIFIES NEW ‘AXIS OF EVIL’: CHINA, IRAN 
AND RUSSIA” 31 Oct 2023.) 


Biden made countering China a top goal of his administration. Biden stated that 
Beijing would not surpass Washington in power during his term in the White House, 
that has zero to do with U.S. policy or the Biden administration. 


TREND FORECAST: As we have long noted, the business of America has been war, 
and the business of China is business. The 20th century was the American century, 
and as we have forecast the 21st century will be China’s... and one of our 10 Top 
Trends for 2021, was “China 2021.” 


As we have been reporting, former President Bill Clinton brought China into the World 
Trade Association in 2000 (which Senator Joe Biden supported), and China’s GDP at 
the time accounted for a 3.6-percent share of the world’s economy. Now, just 20 years 
later, it has grabbed 18 percent of the world’s economy. 


However, China’s launching of the COVID WAR in January 2020, on its Lunar New 
Year, the “Year of the Rat”—and three years of zero-COVID policy—has destroyed the 
lives and livelihoods of hundreds of millions as we have greatly detailed in The Trends 
Journal. Thus, its rise to the economic top has been stopped for the near future. 
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SURGING LEVELS OF MIGRATION IN THE EU GIVES NEW ENERGY TO 
ANTI-IMMIGRATION PARTIES, LIKE WE HAD LONG FORECAST 


European countries are seeing a surge in 

, immigration not seen in years, which is 
helping propel far-right political parties to 
election victories, based on the promise to 
get a grip on the problem. 


The Wall Street Journal noted how far-right 
parties have shown signs of life in every 
corner of Europe and have already entered governments in Italy and Finland. Populists 
are also polling well in Germany and France. 


The Trends Journal has reported extensively on the populist movement and identified 
immigration as a major problem for European economies that have already been 
choked by COVID-19 lockdowns, sanctions against Russia, and monetary policies 
that benefited the Bigs, while hurting small businesses. (See “THE PEOPLE ARE 
SPEAKING, BUT DON’T EXPECT ELITES TO LISTEN” 28 Nov 2023, “AS FORECAST: 
NETHERLANDS BREAKS TO THE HARD RIGHT, FURTHER CEMENTING OUR 
TREND FORECAST” 28 Nov 2023, “TOP TREND 2023, NEW POLITICAL PARTIES: 
NETHERLANDS LEADER RUTTE GETS ROUTED AFTER FARM POWER-GRAB?” 21 
Mar 2023, “TOP TREND 2023, NEW POLITICAL PARTIES: AUSTRIA SEES RISE OF 
‘FAR-RIGHT’ PARTY AFTER DISASTROUS COVID-19 MANDATE, UKRAINE WAR,” 14 
Mar 2023 and “‘FAR-RIGHT’ SURGES IN GERMANY AMID ECONOMIC 
UNCERTAINTY, AS WE LONG FORECAST” 27 Jun 2023.) 


Geert Wilders, who was once considered fringe because of his racist, anti-Muslim 
rhetoric and opposition to immigration, saw his PVV party win easily in last month’s 
election in the Netherlands, which the Western media depicted as a seismic shift to 
anti-establishment candidates. The Netherlands received almost 223,000 migrants in 
2022, which was a two-decade high. 
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Wilders’ win came two months after Robert Fico took over in Slovakia. Italy is also led 
by Georgia Meloni, who is considered far-right. Javier Milei, a far-right politician in 
Argentina, just became president in the South American country. 


The paper reported that Europe is on pace to receive more than a million asylum 
applications this year, with the vast majority coming from the Middle East and Africa. 
That’s on top of the 4.2 million displaced Ukrainians who have received temporary 
protection status, the WSJ reported, citing data from the Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development. Countries like Finland, France, and Ireland have seen 
immigration numbers hit at-least-15-year highs. 


Countries like Italy are trying to figure out where to house these asylum seekers while 
their cases are being considered. 


Italy’s Meloni announced last month that Italy will build two detention centers in 
Albania to house migrants trying to reach its shores, CNN reported. She said her 
government hoped these facilities could process up to 36,000 people a year. The CNN 
report noted that Meloni has, thus far, failed to live up to her election promises. 


Indeed, more than 145,000 people have reached Italy’s shores since January. The 
number was 88,000 in 2022. 


Migration has become a major political issue for Germany's coalition government 
under Olaf Scholz, DW.com reported. The government is looking into ways to deport 
those who fail the asylum process quicker. 


“Anyone who has no right to stay must leave Germany again,” German Interior 
Minister Nancy Faeser said. “We must be able to enforce this principle; otherwise we 
will harm our community.” 

TRENDPOST: There’s a reason you subscribe to The Trends Journal. 

The Trends Journal has reported extensively on how migration will continue to be a 
major problem for richer European countries as much of the world faces a financial 


downturn. 
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We identified the problem in our 17 January issue as a TOP TREND of 2023 because 
migration “will likely give rise to anti-immigration movements in Europe because 
countries cannot sustain these numbers:” 


“Frontex placed blame on climate change, food insecurity, and inequality in the 
global south. 


“All the major causes of the food crisis are still with us—conflict, Covid, climate 
change, high fuel prices,” Cary Fowler, the U.S. special envoy for global food 
security, told CNN at the time. “I do think we have to prepare for 2023 being a 
rough year. 


“The UN’s Food and Agriculture Organization released its Food Price Index 
which showed its highest annual level on record, jumping more than 14 percent 
from 2021. The number of people experiencing food insecurity went from 135 
million in 2021 to 345 million in 2022.” 


TREND FORECAST: Many of these far-right politicians, like Wilders, will need to form 
governments, and while they may secure top leadership roles, establishment forces 
will continue to lurk in the background and they will have to become more “moderate. 
Meloni is showing the risks there. It is a reminder of George Orwell’s “Animal Farm,” 
when the pigs take over the farm from the human farmers. 


JJ 


Including the book’s haunting last line: “The creatures outside looked from pig to man, 
and from man to pig, and from pig to man again; but already it was impossible to say 
which was which.” 
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TRENDS-EYE VIEW 


SUICIDES HIT RECORD IN U.S. LAST YEAR, DIRECT RESULT 
OF LOCKDOWN NOT COVID PANDEMIC 


About 50,000 Americans killed themselves last year—at a rate of about 14.3 deaths 
per 100,000 people, which represents the highest level in eight decades. 


The Wall Street Journal, citing mental health officials, blamed the “pandemic” and the 
deaths of more than a million Americans as one of the root causes for the increase. 
The paper also blamed the “upended economy,” social isolation, the ubiquity of 
firearms, and illicit drugs. 
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Jeffery Leichter, a psychologist at Sanford Health, told the paper that Americans had 
to deal with a “rupture in our economic health and social fabric. We’re still 
experiencing the aftereffects of that.” 


Men 75 and older had the highest rate of suicides, at 44 per 100,000, which the paper 
noted is double that for individuals between 15 and 24. Women have more suicidal 
thoughts than men, but men are four times more likely to die by suicide. But there 
seems to be a shift. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention noted that the 
suicide rate for women increased twice as much as men from 2021 to 2022. The 
suicide rate of women increased by 4 percent from 2021; for men, it increased by 2 
percent. 


The CDC also noted that the number of women suicides is likely higher than reported 
because their deaths more frequently involve drug poisonings, which take longer to 
identify as suicides. 


“A combination of factors such as intensified caretaking responsibilities, extended 
periods of financial instability and increased vulnerability to domestic violence in the 
context of social isolation in the home, has had deleterious collective impacts on 
women’s mental health and vulnerability to depression over the past several years,” 
Ashley Rondini, an associate professor of sociology at Franklin & Marshall College, 
told 19thNews.org. 


TRENDPOST: These numbers, while depressing, are not surprising to Trends Journal 
subscribers. We have long warned that COVID-19 lockdowns—not the virus— would 
take a terrible toll on an entire generation. (See “COVID LOCKDOWNS CONTRIBUTED 
TO ‘COLLECTIVE TRAUMA’ IN U.S., APA SAYS” 14 Nov 2023, “IN THE WAR OVER 
TAKING COVID JABS, THE NAYS NOW PREVAIL BY AHUGE MARGIN” 17 Oct 2023, 
“CDC ACCUSED OF REPEATEDLY MISREPRESENTING MASK RESEARCH EVEN 
WHEN MASKED GROUP HAD HIGHER COVID INFECTION RATE” 10 Oct 2023, 
“NEW STUDY SHOWS HEALTH RISKS THAT COME WITH WEARING COVID-19 FACE 
MASKS” 23 May 2023, “STUDY PROVES: FACE MASKS INCREASES RISK OF 
STILLBIRTHS, TESTICULAR DYSFUNCTION” 25 Apr 2023 and “BLOWING UP IN 
THEIR FACES: MASKS DON’T WORK IN PREVENTING COVID SPREAD” 14 Feb 
2023.) 


Politicians will never have to admit to destroying the lives of millions because social 
media platforms and the mainstream news media were complicit in the spread of 
government-sanctioned misinformation. 


The American Psychological Association conducted a study earlier this year that found 
the biggest surge in chronic health issues among those between the ages of 34 and 
44, jumping from 48 percent in 2019 to 58 percent in 2023. This group also 
experienced its biggest jump in mental health issues, which went from 31 percent in 
2019 to 45 percent in 2023. 


PFIZER WILL STOP DEVELOPING WEIGHT-LOSS DRUG AFTER REPORTS OF 
ADVERSE SIDE EFFECTS 


Pfizer, the pharmaceutical giant, 
announced last week that it will stop the 
development of its experimental 
weight-loss drug called danuglipron as the 
company works to enter the fat race that is 
making its competitors see record profits. 


The company said the drug was intended 
to be taken twice a day, and while those on the medication did see a “statistically 
significant change in body weight,” the high rates of adverse side effects was a tough 
pill to swallow for the company. 


The most common adverse events were mild and gastrointestinal upset. Up to 73 
percent reported nausea, 47 percent reported vomiting, and 25 percent had diarrhea. 


FierceBiotech reported that Pfizer put a lot of hope on this drug after its own 


once-daily GLP-1 receptor agonist was dropped in June after concerns about liver 
safety. 
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Axios noted that Pfizer's stock was down 5.1 percent after the news. The report noted 
that the stock is down 50 percent from its peak during the COVID era. 


Pfizer said it is not giving up on the drug just yet. 


"We believe an improved once-daily formulation could play an important role in the 
obesity treatment paradigm, and we will focus our efforts on gathering the data to 
understand its potential profile," said Mikael Dolsten, the company's chief scientific 
officer of R&D, in a statement obtained by Axios. 


TRENDPOST: Big Pharma sees big dollars in big waistlines. 


We reported on the fat race as these companies try to provide Americans with a quick 
and easy way to lose weight without having to practice self-control or exercise. One of 
the issues with the menu of drugs is that, in some cases, these medications could do 
more harm than good. (See “SNACK-MAKERS CONSIDER HOW BUSINESS COULD 
BE IMPACTED AS OZEMPIC_ GENERATION TAKES HOLD” 10 Oct 2023, “OPERATION 
WARP SPEED: OBESITY ADDITION” 27 Jun 2023, “HORROR STORIES TIED TO 
WEIGHT-LOSS DRUGS START TO EMERGE” 1 Aug 2023 and “DRUG COMPANIES 
BEHIND MIRACLE WEIGHT-LOSS DRUGS HIT WITH LAWSUITS OVER STOMACH 
PARALYSIS” 8 Aug 2023.) 


The “obesity epidemic” is old news by now: 13 percent of the world’s adults are 
obese — defined as a body mass index of 30 or higher—including 36 percent of 
Americans, according to Harvard University. The report, citing data from the World 
Health Organization, reported that international obesity rates have tripled since 1975. 
About half of Americans are expected to be obese by 2030. 
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WAR CRIMINAL KISSINGER DEAD AT 100 


Henry Kissinger, the murderous former 
secretary of state, died Wednesday at 100 
= years old, according to a post from his 
consulting firm. 


The Intercept estimated that Kissinger had 
a role in the deaths of over three million 
people through his policy ideas, and, like 
former President George W. Bush, Barack 
Obama, former Vice President Dick Cheney, has never been held accountable for his 
actions. 


The praise from current politicians in D.C. came rolling in for Kissinger. 


House Speaker Mike Johnson summed up the general feeling in Washington with his 
post on X: 


“Henry Kissinger’s contributions to U.S. foreign policy and global diplomacy are 
immeasurable,” he posted. “As a confidant to multiple presidents, he was one of the 
most consequential figures of the 20th century.” 


He continued, “Kissinger was a statesman who devoted his life in service to the 
United States, and should be remembered for his efforts to ensure global peace and 
freedom abroad. We send our respect and prayers to the Kissinger family as they lay 
to rest a giant of a man.” 


Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu posted a photo of himself with Kissinger, 
and wrote: “Henry Kissinger was not just a diplomat; he was a thinker who believed in 
the power of ideas and the importance of intellectual capital in public life. His 
contributions to the field of international relations and his efforts in navigating some of 
the most challenging diplomatic terrains are a testament to his extraordinary 
Capabilities.” 
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Those who don’t have to make a living bullshitting the public remembered a different 
man. 


Kissinger has been blamed for his role in expanding the Vietnam War into Cambodia 
and Laos, which were neutral. 


Nick Truse, the reporter for The Intercept, said about 150,000 people died in U.S. 
bombing campaigns. He called Kissinger the architect of the U.S. carpet bombing of 
Cambodia between 1969 and 1973. The bombings were done in secret and Mother 
Jones wrote the action “was of dubious legality.” 


The carpet bombings helped give rise to the Khmer Rouge regime, which killed about 
2 million Cambodians. 


The magazine said Kissinger has publicly embraced being called a war criminal and, 
while attending cocktail parties in New York, joked, “Bill Clinton does not have the 
spine to be a war criminal.” 


Indeed, reports indicated that Kissinger had bloodlust. Seymour Hersh, the journalist, 
once wrote, “When the military men presented a proposed bombing list, Kissinger 
would redesign the missions, shifting a dozen planes, perhaps, from one area to 
another, and altering the timing of the bombing runs... [He] seemed to enjoy playing 
the bombardier,” according to Salon. 


The Washington Post reported that Kissinger has “expressed enthusiasm at the size of 
the bomb craters.” 


Besides Vietnam and Cambodia, Kissinger helped guide policies that sponsored 
genocides by Indonesia in East Timor and Pakistan in Bangladesh. 


Michael R. Galant wrote in The Harvard Crimson, “Kissinger is defined, above all, by 
an utter contempt for human life and absolute pursuit of ‘American interests.’ For every 
one of Kissinger’s crimes that goes unpunished and for every bit of praise he receives, 
the belief that the United States can do whatever it wants with the rest of the world is 
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further concretized. Behind every thoughtless, disastrous intervention since 
then—behind the mujahideen and the Contras, behind the Iraq war and the El Mozote 
Massacre—is the work of Henry Kissinger.” 


The magazine noted that Kissinger said at the time: “I don’t see why we need to stand 
by and watch a country go communist due to the irresponsibility of its people.” 


TRENDPOST: Washington is full of mini-Kissingers, which we are seeing now in the 
constant drumbeat for more weapons and more war in Ukraine and in Israel. 


Ben Burgis, a Jacobin columnist, wrote that Americans would be foolish to think of 
Kissinger as somehow outside the norm. 


“You don’t run a globe-spanning empire for this many decades, batting down 
geopolitical rivals, peasant revolutions, insurgencies in occupied countries, and 
inconvenient electorates in crucial client states, without a lot of people staffing your 
imperial apparatus who think like Henry Kissinger,” he wrote. 


Kissinger was wrong to the end. 


Kissinger was ridiculed in May 2022 when he said Ukraine should be willing to cede 
territory to further the peace process. 


He told the audience in Davos that it would be “fatal” for Western countries to 
disregard Russia’s position of power within Europe. 


“I hope the Ukrainians will match the heroism they have shown with wisdom,” 
Kissinger said. 


His tone has changed since. He later called on Ukraine to be a full member of NATO, 
which Russia has said would mean WWIII. 


“For the safety of Europe, it is better to have Ukraine in NATO, where it cannot make 
national decisions on territorial claims,” he told The Economist. 
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TEXAS AG ANNOUNCES LAWSUIT AGAINST PFIZER OVER COVID-19 VACCINE 
EFFECTIVENESS 


Ken Paxton, the Republican Texas attorney 
general, announced a lawsuit against Pfizer 
for allegedly misrepresenting the 
effectiveness of the COVID-19 vaccine and 
tailoring statistics to make the jabs almost 
beyond reproach. 


Bloomberg, citing the lawsuit, said the 
pharmaceutical company tried to 
“intimidate” anyone who did not fully embrace the product. The report said Texas 
seeks $10 million in fines and wants the company to stop talking about the product in 
public. 


He said in a statement that his suit is an attempt to pursue justice for the people of 
Texas, “many of whom were coerced by tyrannical vaccine mandates to take a 
defective product sold by lies.” 


At the heart of the lawsuit is Pfizer’s 2020 claim that the vaccine was 95 percent 
effective. He said the impression was that the vaccine would —single-handedly — “end 
the coronavirus pandemic and lift the omnipresent veil of fear and uncertainty from an 
anxious public.” 


The suit was filed in Lubbock County state court. Paxton wrote that despite the 
company’s claim, the vaccines turned out not to be a miracle drug. The lawsuit 
pointed to the total 2021 death toll, which was higher than the 2020 count. 


“Placing their trust in Pfizer, hundreds of millions of Americans lined up to receive the 


vaccine. Contrary to Pfizer’s public statements, however, the pandemic did not end; it 
got worse,” the suit said. 
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Pfizer brushed off the lawsuit as meritless and told Reuters in a statement that all of its 
comments have been “accurate and science-based.” 


The company said its vaccine has “demonstrated a favorable safety profile in all age 
groups, and helped protect against severe COVID-19 outcomes, including 
hospitalization and death.” 


TRENDPOST: The COVID-19 vaccines that were sold during the COVID-19 War as the 
panacea for the outbreak with a 94-95 percent efficacy in preventing symptomatic 
infection. 


Health “officials” sold the line that the outbreak was a “pandemic among the 
unvaccinated” and if you were “fully vaccinated,” like your favorite moronic celebrity, 
you were deemed “smart.” But those days are over, and, as we have reported in great 
detail, Americans are no longer swallowing the propaganda—as evidenced in the fact 
that just 17 percent of the population is considered to be “updated” with their 
boosters. 


(See “WHO ANNOUNCES 3-YEAR ‘EMERGENCY’ FOR COVID-19 HAS COME TO AN 
END” 9 May 2023, “COVID WAR CDC DIRECTOR ROCHELLE WALENSKY RESIGNS” 
9 May 2023 and “WALENSKY FINALLY ADMITS COVID-19 VACCINES DON’T STOP 
THE SPREAD, INSISTS SHE DIDN’T MISLEAD PUBLIC” 25 Apr 2023.) 


Of course, these health officials covered for Big Pharma and—even when more 
vaccinated people were coming down with the virus—it was blamed on mutations. 
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TRENDS IN HI-TECH SCIENCE 


by Ben Daviss 


AN EV MOTOR FREE OF RARE EARTH METALS 


Among electric vehicles’ (EVs’) various supply issues, one sticky one is the need for 
rare earth metals in the permanent magnets that make their motors spin. 


The rare earths required—such as dysprosium, neodymium, praseodymium, and 
terbium—are hard to come by, which makes them expensive. For U.S. carmakers, the 
problem is compounded by a virtual absence of rare earths development at home. 


General Motors is detouring around the obstacle by partnering with Niron Magnetics, 


a U.S. start-up developing an iron nitride magnet that needs no rare earths. Among 
other investors, GM’s role will be to put the magnet into cars and try it out. 
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Niron’s early work was underwritten by the U.S. energy department’s ARPA-E 
program, which funds promising ideas in energy technology. 


“This project will provide the basis for an entirely new class of rare-earth-free magnets 
capable of generating power without costly and scarce rare earth materials,” ARPA-E 
said in announcing the award. 

“The ultimate goal of this project is to demonstrate a prototype with magnetic 
properties exceeding state-of-the-art commercial magnets.” 


After reviewing Niron’s progress and prototype, ARPA-E put in additional money in 
2022 to help the fledgling company get ready to go commercial. 


TRENDPOST: If Niron’s technology proves up and can be manufactured 
cost-effectively at scale, U.S. automakers will have a cheaper EV motor that erases the 
risk of supply chain disruptions by foreign actors and events and will bring affordable 
EVs another step closer. 


ELECTRIC NANOCURRENT KILLS CANCER CELLS 


Glioblastoma is a particularly virulent form 
of cancer that typically kills its victims 
within 12 months of being diagnosed 
because it’s so hard to treat. 


However, glioblastoma-—like all forms of 
cancer—has a vulnerability: its cells 
depend on electrical patterns to grow and 


reproduce. 


At the U.K.’s University of Nottingham, scientists have found a way to interfere with 
those patterns in a way that kills the cancer cells. 
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The researchers fashioned gold nano-electrodes that create an electromagnetic field 
within the cancer cells. The field steers an electron away from a particular protein 
molecule within the cell. That single step sets off a series of biochemical events that 
disrupts the cells’ ability to function and eventually kills them. 


In a 12-hour test, an electric current running through the nano-electrodes neutralized 
50 percent of cancer cells present without harming surrounding healthy tissue 


The researchers have funding to conduct initial trials on living animals in preparation 
for human clinical trials, which are some years away yet. 


TRENDPOST: Because electrical patterns are common to all cancer cells, the 
technique could be applicable to any form of malignant tumor. The Nottingham group 
already has shown their method to be effective against cancer that appears in bile 
ducts. 


MOBILE BATTERY POD RECHARGES WITH A KITE 


Kitepower, a spin-off from the Netherlands’ 
Delft University of Technology, is marketing 
something called The Hawk, a bank of 
batteries packed into a mobile shipping 
container and that is recharged by flying a 
kite. 


The invention is being targeted as an 
energy alternative to diesel generators for remote villages and temporary installations, 
such as construction sites, that can’t or prefer not to tie into the electric grid. 


The shipping container holds about 400 kWh worth of lithium-ion batteries. Its 


companion "Airborne Wind Energy System" is an inflatable, wing-shaped kite, about 4 
by 15 feet, made of composite material and tethered to the pod’s recharging system. 
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When the pod’s batteries need to be recharged, the kite is let out into a breeze and 
can float up several hundred feet. 


The wind pulling the kite upward spins a kind of turbine in the ground installation, 
charging the batteries. 


When the kite reaches its full altitude, an on-board sensor steers it in a figure-eight 
pattern that releases and renews tension on the tether, continuing to charge the power 
cells on the ground. 


The wind’s mechanical stress against the kite can produce as much as 40 kW of 
electricity at a time and 330 kW of power in a 10-hour full charge cycle. 


When the batteries are topped up, the ground station uses only about 10 kW to slowly 
reel the kite back in, the company says. 


The Hawk is able to generate power at lower speeds than conventional wind turbines 
and can go higher to catch stronger winds without the expense of building taller wind 
turbine towers, the developers point out. 


TRENDPOST: There are similar portable power pods on the market already. However, 
many rely on solar panels to recharge batteries, raising the cost far above that of 
Kitepower’s version. Others use wind mini-turbines that can’t muster the amount of 


power The Hawk can bring down. 


Delft’s new entry will be the first choice in locations where wind is a regular feature. 
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Kitepower’s mobile battery pod. 


The Hawk, the kite of composite material that charges Kitepower’s mobile power pod. 


Images credit: Kitepower 
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SO FAR, JOBS ARE SAFE FROM Al BUT WAGES AREN’T, ECB 
SAYS 


7 —~N 


To date, the widespread adoption of Al by European businesses has created more 
jobs than it has eliminated, especially for younger workers, a study by the European 
Central Bank (ECB) has found. 


The speed at which Al has pervaded workplaces prompted the bank to assess the 
initial impact on the workforce amid workers’ fears that they were about to become 


unemployed. 


Analyzing data from 16 European countries, the ECB discovered that the number of 
jobs grew in economic sectors where Al had been adopted. Highly-skilled jobs grew 
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the most, of course, but low- and medium-skilled workers felt almost no negative 
effects. 


However, the analysis found "neutral to slightly negative impacts" on earnings and 
warned that Al’s spread could reduce wages further in jobs not directly involved in Al’s 
management. 


"These results do not amount to an acquittal," the study’s report said. "Al-enabled 
technologies continue to be developed and adopted. Most of their impact on 
employment and wages—and therefore on growth and equality—has yet to be seen." 


The findings were opposite to the impact of computerization in businesses, which 
erased swaths of medium-skilled jobs and left “hourglass” workplaces, with 
highly-skilled workers at the top, lower-skilled workers at the bottom, and computers 
in the middle. 

TRENDPOST: The study result isn’t surprising. 


Most companies are only now figuring out how to use Al. As its applications embed 
themselves in businesses’ work patterns, jobs will disappear. 


Ultimately, Al will create its own version of hourglass workplaces unless companies 
deliberately configure Al’s uses to complement, rather than replace, workers. 


Al’s threat to jobs also is likely to fuel interest in unionization among new sectors of the 
workforce. 
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DEEPMIND Al OPENS “NEW AGE OF MATERIALS SCIENCE” 


wets Engineers have about 20,000 inorganic 
materials to use in building things, most 
Google DeepMing discovered by chance. Scientists have 
theorized about tens of thousands of 
others but have gotten around to making 
and testing a relative few of them. 


Now DeepMind—Google’s Al 
skunkworks—has given them recipes for 2.2 million more. 


The lab’s new Al has mixed, matched, and digitally tested known materials and 
produced a spectrum of possibilities that promise “a new age of materials science,” 
engineers told Science magazine. 


DeepMind’s researchers began with a database created by the Materials Project, an 
open-access compendium out of the Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory. Over 
the past several years, researchers have built out the project’s catalog of all Known 
and predicted inorganic crystals, their density, electronic structure, and other 
properties. 


The database now includes the roughly 20,000 known inorganic crystals and an 
additional 28,000 that researchers theorize could exist in a stable state. 


DeepMind’s team used the Materials Project’s database as well as others to train their 
new Al, named Graph Networks for Materials Exploration (GNoME). The 
newly-educated Al used its Knowledge to pair and combine possible materials and 
analyze the chemical, physical, and behavioral properties of each. 


After several iterations, GNoME delivered formulas for 2.2 million new compounds, of 
which it said 381,000 should be stable. 
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Independent investigators already have made at least 736 of the 381,000 and 
confirmed them to be stable. 


While scientists could take decades to test DeepMind’s full cookbook, a team at the 
Berkeley lab isn’t waiting. 


The group built a robotic laboratory to begin testing recipes for compounds the 
Material Project identified. Over 17 days, the automated lab made 58 of the materials 
and found 41 to be stable. 

Among the richest trove of discoveries are compounds that could serve as battery 
electrodes. The Materials Project had suggested 1,000 new ones; GNoME named 


52,000, including 528 new formulations based on lithium. 


Most existing lithium Compounds for batteries use as many as four elements, the 
DeepMind group noted, but their Al frequently combined five or six materials. 


DeepMind plans to give open access to GNoME’s entire catalogue. 


TRENDPOST: GNoME saves scientists countless years at the whiteboard, scribbling 
out different formulas and compounding them at the workbench. 


Instead of investing perhaps months of theorizing, researchers seeking a material for a 
specific use can now go to GNoME, browse the catalogue, choose a few possible 


compounds to test, and jump to the later stages of a project. 


Al is speeding advances in medicine, science, and technology by decades. 
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SPORTS ILLUSTRATED CAUGHT IN Al SCANDAL 


Sports Illustrated (Sh, the elite journal 
celebrating all things athletic, has 
published content created by Al and 
attributed to “authors” who don’t exist. 
The content also contained errors or silly 
statements. 


The magazine was outed by the website 
Futurism, which dug into the background of S/ author “Drew Ortiz,” who, S/ said, “has 
spent much of his life outdoors...there is rarely a weekend that goes by where Drew 
isn't out camping, hiking, or just back on his parents’ farm.” 


The bio was accompanied by a photo that Futurism’s reporters found for sale on a 
website offering Al-generated images. The website’s catalogue described Drew’s 
picture as a "neutral white young-adult male with short brown hair and blue eyes." 


In his article about volleyball, digital creature Ortiz said the sport “can be a little tricky 
to get into, especially without an actual ball to practice with.” He also reminded his 
readers to be sure their volleyballs had air in them prior to use. 


Then there’s “Sora Tanaka,” who “has always been a fitness guru, and loves to try 
different foods and drinks,” her bio said. “Ms. Tanaka is thrilled to bring her fitness and 
nutritional expertise to the Product Reviews Team, and promises to bring you nothing 
but the best of the best.” 


The accompanying photo, picked from the same basket as Drew Ortiz’s, describes 
Sora as a "joyful Asian young-adult female with long brown hair and brown eyes." 


Futurism’s reporters tried to find details on Ortiz and Tanaka but could find no 


previous publishing credits, no social media presence, or any other records of their 
existence other than their appearances in Sl. 
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Tracking these authors’ work in the magazine over time, Futurism’s reporters saw that 
Ortiz and Tanaka suddenly disappeared from the magazine’s index of articles. Articles 
attributed to them remained but now carried bylines of other “people.” 


The Al-generated content began appearing after S/ was bought by The Arena Group, a 
self-described “innovative technology platform and media company with a proven 
cutting-edge playbook that transforms media brands.” 


After Futurism published its exposé, Arena issued a statement: 


“The articles in question were product reviews and were licensed content from 
an external, third-party company, AdVon Commerce. We were in the midst of a 
review when these allegations were raised. AdVon has assured us that all of the 
articles in question were written and edited by humans. 


“According to AdVon, their writers, editors, and researchers create and curate 
content and follow a policy that involves using both counter-plagiarism and 
counter-Al software on all content. 


“However, we have learned that AdVon had writers use a pen or pseudo name in 
certain articles to protect author privacy—actions we don't condone—and we 
have since ended the partnership.” 


The Arena Group also owns TheStreet, a website offering financial advice, where 
Futurism’s reporters found more fake CVs of fake authors with supposed expertise in 
investing. However, here again, those authors disappeared from the magazine’s 
articles index and content attributed to them suddenly was bylined by new authors. 


The Futurism team also found formatting and content blunders in Men’s Journal, 
another Arena publication. 


None of the material created by Al was designated as such by S/ or Arena’s other 


publications. Arena has placed full responsibility on the company it bought the canned 
content from. 
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TRENDPOST: Publisher’s creeping reliance on Al is spreading. Futurism also found 
what it said were “factual mistakes and even plagiarism” on content published by 
CNET and BankRate, which are owned by something called Red Ventures. Futurism’s 
investigators also found oddly-written travel guides on Buzzfeed that were 
Al-generated. 


The investigation raises another red flag not noted by Futurism’s reporters: a quick 
read of the articles by a minimally competent human editor should have raised 
concerns and caused the articles to be substantially revised or tossed out. 


In the case of newspapers, economic realities have forced staff cuts into the bone; 
USA Today was ridiculed not long ago for publishing Al-written sports stories littered 
with errors and alien-sounding language. 


In the case of “innovative technology platforms and media companies,” too often Al’s 
lure is maximizing profit by cutting costs, which include salaries and benefits for 
human beings. 


Given SI’s high-profile humiliation, more publishers will be more scrupulous about 
using Al-generated content or, at least, reading and editing it before publishing it- and 
more journalists like those at Futurism will be hunting for transgressions. 


Al PREDICTS “MONSTER WAVES” AT SEA 


Every day all over the world, the oceans 

© spin up “rogue waves” or “monster waves” 
__ at least twice the height of others around 
them. They can appear suddenly and 
swamp ships. 


In 2022, a monster wave broke over a 
cruise ship off Antarctica, killing one 
person and injuring four. 
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In 2020, the so-called Ucluelet wave off the coast of Canada was calculated to be 58 
feet high and three times bigger than any waves nearby. 


Scientists think rogue waves are caused when two ocean swells cross paths but no 
one knows for sure. "Basically, it is just very bad luck when one of these giant waves 
hits," scientist Dion Hafner at the Niels Bohr Institute said in a press statement. 


Now Hafner and his colleagues have trained an Al on 700 years' worth of ocean data 
drawn from historical accounts as well as data from buoys in 158 places around the 
world’s oceans. 


From that data, the Al surmised the cause of rogue waves and created a model that 
predicts their likelinood. The researchers then reverse-engineered the Al’s reasoning 


to create an equation that can forecast the chance of a monster wave. 


Until the Al was put on the job, the factors that cause the disruptions “have not been 
combined into a single risk estimate," Hafner said. 


Ships’ crews can now use the algorithm to determine the chance of a rogue wave 
along its path and correct the vessel’s course away from it. 


TRENDPOST: Al’s key benefit to Cate is as a predictor. 
So far, Al has bested humans at forecasting not only rogue waves, but also weather 
patterns, possible protein shapes, early cases of breast cancer, and new materials, 


among dozens of other instances. 


Al will continue to give science and technology a growing arsenal of new tools to 
speed discoveries as well as to prevent a range of tragedies. 


The risk: we will be so dazzled by Al’s growing abilities to benefit us that we'll forget to 
pay attention to the risks that grow along with its advantages. 
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